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I

n his 1990 best-seller Children at Risk, James Dobson warns
of a battle being waged across America for the hearts and
minds of children. This battle between opposing worldviews
has only intensified since Dobson's book was written, with the
war being fought primarily on the educational front. On one
side stands popular culture, which, devoid of absolute truth,
encourages children to focus on feelings and experiences to
create individual versions of truth. On the other side stands
those who teach the basic principles of the Word of God as
absolute truth and believe that nothing is more important to
the future of the home, church, and society than the biblical
education of our children. The winners of this battle will
control the culture of the next generation, and the losers will
fade from memory.
Christian believers must unite if we hope to have any chance of
winning this culture war. The God we serve is a God of unity
and harmony. Kingdom Education seeks to unite believers in
the growth and education of our children through the truth
of the gospel, the love of Christ, and the power of His name.
Our unity is simply built on the foundation that Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, through His shed blood on the cross and
triumph over death, enables each of us to have a relationship
with God Himself. The power of His Holy Spirit leads us to
bond with one another.

If then, there is any encouragement in Christ, if
any consolation of love, if any fellowship with
the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, make my
joy complete by thinking the same way, having
the same love, united in spirit, intent on one
purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility consider others as more
important than yourselves. Everyone should
look not to his own interests, but rather to the
interests of others. love one another repeatedly
throughout scripture because He values unity and
relationships. There is power in being united in
Jesus' name.
PHILIPPIANS 2:1-4

Truth and love centered on the person of Jesus Christ and His
Word bring unity among believers. God calls us to speak truth
to one another and to love one another repeatedly throughout
scripture because He values unity and relationships. There is
power in being united in Jesus' name.
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U-Knighted in

U-Knighted in
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NRCA embraces the philosophy of Kingdom Education compiled
in the book by Dr. Glen Schultz, Kingdom Education: God’s Plan
for Educating Future Generations. Kingdom Education is the
lifelong, Bible-based, Christ-centered process of leading a child
to Christ, building a child up in Christ, and equipping a child
to serve Christ. It exists when God is at the center of the entire
educational process. It involves bringing the Christian church
and Christian school into a partnership with the Christian home.
Kingdom Education focuses on developing a biblical worldview
in the heart and mind of each student, which in turn, influences
the student’s beliefs, values, and actions. One’s belief system is
important because one’s concept of reality and truth determines
one’s beliefs. One’s beliefs shape one’s values and one’s values drive
one’s actions. While we need to fear what our children could be
tempted to do, we need to be more concerned with what our
children are led to believe.
Kingdom Education is most effective when the Christian home,
church, and school unite to develop the whole child academically,
physically, socially, and spiritually according to Luke 2:52. The
Christian home exists to nurture, teach, and love the younger
generation. The Christian church exists to minister to individuals
and families by sharing the love of God and the message of
repentance and salvation through the blood of Jesus Christ. The
Christian school serves as a bridge in uniting these institutions
through Kingdom Education.

U-Knighted in
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U-Knighted in

Giving is a free and joyful act of worship that promotes unity.
One hardly has to imagine how generous giving promotes unity.
Both the giver and the receiver are united through generously
giving of time, talents, and treasures. Isaiah 32:8 says, “A generous
man devises generous things, and by generosity he shall stand.”
The blessings of Kingdom Education often go hand-in-hand
with generosity.

U-Knighted in
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If we hope to achieve meaningful unity, it is imperative that we
are united in prayer. Something intimate happens when believers
pray together through all seasons of life's mountains and valleys.
We need to break out of the rut of only praying before meals or
at church and seek to pray in such a way that those who listen
(both God and others) realize that we are humbly coming before a
loving Savior who is our mediator between God and man. Finally,
our prayers should model prayer to others, as Jesus modeled the
Lord’s Prayer to His disciples.

5

The word for fellowship is koinonia which denotes a close
relationship. Importantly, it is used to describe the close
relationship that believers have with our Heavenly Father.
In applying the word koinonia to Kingdom Education, the
Christian community must be intentional about group
gatherings, not just being together in a classroom. Building
community through fine arts, athletics, clubs, retreats, field
trips, and so much more is foundational to Kingdom Education.
True fellowship means not simply being connected or accessible,
it means sharing in personal and meaningful ways.
Kingdom Education unites us through two primary actions
and one primary goal. First, Kingdom Education leads a child
to Christ. The teaching of the gospel must be central to all
aspects of education. Secondly, Kingdom Education does not
stop once a person comes to Christ. In Colossians 2:7, Paul
speaks of being “rooted and built up in Him and established
in the faith.” Christians need to beware of and not be ruined
by philosophies and empty teaching based on the traditions of
this world but be wholly focused on the principles of Christ.
Finally, we need to pay attention to the goal of Kingdom
Education. Paul spoke of the importance of having the right goal
when educating others in Colossians 1:28, “We proclaim Him,
warning and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone mature in Christ.” Kingdom Education
unites the Christian home, the Christian church,
and the Christian school as we partner together
by “instilling biblical principles in students’
lives that they might impact their society for
Christ.” 

2

Doctrine is an ingredient not often found in recipes for unity.
No doubt you have heard the common assertion that "doctrine
divides." But in true Kingdom Education, doctrine unites.
Kingdom Education unites the Christian home, church, and
school through doctrinal truths found in the Word of God.
Unfortunately, doctrinal standards are often merely used as
fodder for accusation and division. It may be a poor sign of our
spiritual health when we use doctrines in this way. In a very real
sense, doctrine does divide--it divides truth from error. Kingdom
Education with the Bible as its foundation for teaching doctrinal
truth helps students see the world around them through the lens
of Scripture.

By: Dr. Kevin Mathes, Superintendent
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Mr. Danny Watkins:

O

ne key figure who has been at NRCA from the beginning is high
school principal, Mr. Danny Watkins. Mr. Watkins’s teaching
career began in 1977, long before the establishment of NRCA. In
his 25 years with NRCA, Watkins has plenty of memories and stories that
have stuck with him throughout the years.
Watkins remembers with fondness the excitement of the first day of
NRCA in September of 1996 at the school’s original location, Mt. Vernon
Baptist Church. After just a few days of school, hurricane Fran hit, and
school was closed for over a week. Watkins remembers his first classroom
behind the baptistery in the church sanctuary and all of the students sitting
around a conference table for class. Later, Mrs. Sherrill, Mrs. Zullig, and
Mr. Watkins, the three principals, shared a small office in the church. He
remembers “having three telephones and three simultaneous conferences
in the same room bringing laughter and some confusion. It was organized
chaos!”
When Dr. Sherill showed Mr. Watkins the plans for the new campus,
Watkins remembers stating in disbelief, “I have never heard of a Christian
school having an indoor pool and a Fine Arts Center!” Watching NRCA
grow and develop into one of the largest private schools in North Carolina
has been “the dream of a lifetime.”
The field of education comes with challenges and rewards. One
particularly funny memory still makes Mr. Watkins chuckle. “One year,
one of our teachers had a pet snake. Although it was caged securely, it
somehow escaped! It had gotten out and wrapped itself around the
computer. I got Mr. Waliszek who was not afraid of snakes, and he came
and pulled the snake out and put it back into its cage. Needless to say, the
snake was expelled from school that day!”
Through the years, Mr. Watkins has taught many of the NRCA faculty
members, including Mrs. Amy Dean, Mrs. McInnis, Dr. Ridlehoover, Miss
Lyczkowski, and Mr. Roberts. He also taught Mrs. Mathes, our current
elementary principal, as well as several second-generation students. He
has remained in touch with many NRCA graduates and enjoys celebrating
their achievements. Last year, Mr. Watkins was voted Administrator of the
Year for the Triangle area.
In addition to Watkins’ teaching career, he and his wife are world
travelers, having visited 22 countries. He received his BA and M.Ed. from
Campbell University and has served as Vice President of the Advisory
Board for the School of Education at Campbell. Currently, Watkins serves
as Chairman of the Board of Deacons at Rolesville Baptist Church. He and
his wife Karen live on their family farm in a home built by his grandparents
in 1932. Watkins is interested in agriculture and the preservation of
farmland as well as history, specifically American and British royal history.
He has a passion for historical architecture, classic cars, genealogy, and
horses.
When asked his favorite thing about NRCA, Mr. Watkins quickly
states, “The kids. They are funny, bright, and intelligent.” He goes on to
say that “serving as high school principal has been a privilege. I still teach
two classes of AP European History to seniors, and I still have all the
enthusiasm I had the first day I ever taught. I particularly enjoy working
with the high school teachers, students, and parents. After 45 years in
education, I still enjoy learning, teaching, discussing, asking questions,
and solving problems, and I don’t even feel 45!” Mr. Watkins’s main goal
at NRCA is to let everyone experience the love of Jesus Christ through the
staff, students, and services of the school. NRCA has been blessed to have
had such a dedicated, caring high school principal for the past 25 years. 
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“Serving as high school
principal has been a
privilege. I still teach two
classes of AP European
History to seniors,
and I still have all the
enthusiasm I had the first
day I ever taught.”
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Cynthia DeVaughn

Mrs. Cynthia DeVaughn currently serves as a secondgrade teacher. She attended Western Carolina University
before teaching her very first class at Mount Vernon Baptist
Church, which is where North Raleigh Christian Academy
first started. DeVaughn came to NRCA because she and
her husband were praying about sending their children to a
Christian school in 1995. It was then that she was given the
opportunity to serve with Dr. and Mrs. Sherrill at NRCA in
1996.
“What I like most is the precious opportunity to serve
the Lord with these young children and partner with parents
to raise up a godly generation of children who love Jesus
and who will desire to serve Him,” DeVaughn said. “I have
seen several students start here in K-5 who have gone out to
impact their society for Christ. Several have come back to
NRCA to teach. What a blessing this school has been to our
own children and to so many families. God is at work and is
continuing to use NRCA in a mighty way for HIS GLORY!

Over the years, there have been many teachers who have worked hard and contributed
towards the growth of North Raleigh Christian Academy, but these three can say they have
done it for all 25 years. Ms. Paula Adams, Mrs. Cynthia DeVaughn, and Mrs. Cindy McInnis
have all been a huge part in making NRCA the school it is today, and they are valued for
their love for the school, their love for their students, and Christ.

Paula Adams

Ms. Paula Adams, sixth grade math teacher, graduated
from Liberty University with a degree in education and
originally came to NRCA when a parent suggested she
pursue teaching at the school. Anyone who knows Ms.
Adams knows that she loves sharing her faith, leading
students to Christ, and seeing them go out and light up
their world for Jesus.
“I have great memories here at NRCA: doing cartwheels
at pep rallies, Teacher Appreciation weeks, families and
co-workers, wonderful conferences and fellowship in
Greensboro, and prayer times with Mrs. Zullig on the cold
concrete floors of Mt. Vernon Baptist Church,” Adams said.
“I have seen Him use young people to impact their world
for Christ in their professional lives. I’ve seen the Lord call
students to serve Him in a full-time service! I am indeed
BLESSED to be part of all that NRCA is.”
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Cindy McInnis

Mrs. Cindy McInnis went to North Carolina State
University and got a degree in microbiology, a B.S. in
Animal Science, and an M.Ed. in Science Education. Now,
she is teaching high school science while demonstrating
her love for the Lord every step of the way. McInnis has
seen God work through NRCA but more importantly,
she’s seen God work through her students.
“I have seen God work through the students’ lives
specifically. We have partnered with schools around the
country and around the world,” McInnis said. “I love my
students, interacting with them, and watching them grow
in Christ. I love the staff and how devoted they are to
Christ.”

These teachers have worked hard to make an impact on their students’ lives, one school year at a time. They
are kind, passionate, warm hearted, and their love for their students is like no other. They have seen multiple
students come in and out of the NRCA doors over the past 25 years, and they have loved every moment of it all.

By: Brianna Frazilus and Caden Landis, Shield Staff
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This year’s Founder’s Fall Festival
was held on September 25th. The
festival is an annual event celebrating
the founding of the school. The
Founder’s festival served as a welcome
addition to Homecoming Weekend.
This year’s activities included
inflatables, carnival games, and a rock
wall for children to enjoy. There were
concessions and a Kona Ice truck to
provide food during the celebration.
Student Life Director, Josh
Leonard’s, favorite part of the festival
was gathering with people and
building relationships since that
has been limited due to COVID.
Leonard described the goal of the
Founder’s Fall Festival is to have “a
day where family can enjoy fellowship
and fun, as well as celebrating God’s
faithfulness and remembering what
He does for us.” 
By: Caleb Gray and Cayley Rowe; Shield Staff
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Developing a
E
Meet NRCA’s New
College Counseling Director

very new school year brings new faces to campus. This
year, thirteen of those belong to the new faculty and staff
members. An important addition has been Mrs. Susan
Etheridge, College Counseling Director.
Although this is her first year as a college counselor, Mrs.
Etheridge is not new to NRCA. For five years, Mrs. Etheridge
was previously in charge of managing NRCA’s international
program, making her a perfect fit to work with NRCA’s high
schoolers.
“I have wanted to be a part of NRCA since the early 2000’s,
but the Lord saw fit to move us out of the Raleigh area for
about 15 years,” Etheridge said. “Five years ago, we moved back
to Raleigh, and I have been working with the international
program in partnership with NRCA. [In that role], I counseled
international students and families in various capacities and
worked with many seniors, closely following their college
application and acceptance progress, which was super exciting
to me.”
It was that partnership with the school that confirmed
Mrs. Etheridge’s desire to work directly with NRCA families
and high school students.
“Through the international program, I had the opportunity
to partner with several NRCA staff members, especially Mrs.
Dial, the director of the program,” Etheridge said. “I came to
respect and admire the NRCA staff and administration-- their

decision-making process, their love for the students, and their
desire to truly reflect Christ. I have enjoyed working with
teenagers for over 25 years in various capacities, and when I
learned about this position, I felt that my experience, education,
and skills have combined to prepare me for this opportunity.”
As College Counseling Director, Mrs. Etheridge tracks
students’ academic progress, manages student schedules and
meetings, and coordinates and plans events in addition to
providing guidance for college admissions for students and
their families.
“I hope to partner with NRCA families by providing
informed, insightful information and advice to help each
student achieve his or her personal goals following graduation,”
Etheridge said. “As I plan and implement activities, I hope to
provide the best experience and memories for each student
involved. I truly care about each student and am happy to
assist in any way possible. I can think of no greater joy than
helping young people accomplish their goals.”
What makes Mrs. Etheridge stand out the most is her care
for the students and her love for Jesus. “My primary goal is
to magnify Christ in everything I say and do,” Etheridge said.
“My being a believer in Christ is central to everything I say
and do. He is my motivator when making decisions and my
theme as I counsel families. Christ is my wisdom, guide, and
strength, and without Him, I can do nothing.” 
By: Evan Ko, Shield Senior Editor
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E

ven during the summer months, the NRCA campus
buzzes with activity as students attend camps and sports
workouts and as the facilities are cleaned, repaired,
and updated. The summer of 2021 included an update and
redesign for two major facilities: the Student Life Center and
the stadium track around the football field.
The design in the Student Life Center underwent a drastic
change. The original design was modeled after a fifties-style
diner theme, the colors bright blue, red, and yellow. Now, the
environment is more of a modern coffee shop, the colors blue,
white, and brown.
“The intent to update the Student Life Center was to make
it a more inviting venue for students to hang out as well as a
more comfortable place to host meetings and build community,”
Superintendent Dr. Kevin Mathes said.
The Student Life Center is the main gathering place for many
different clubs, special lunches, and administrative meetings.
With the new design and special additions such as metal wall
games like connect four and chess, the Student Life Center

creates the ideal environment for parents, teachers, and students
to socialize.
“Anytime I get to go and be in the Student Life Center I’m
pumped,” student chaplain Noah Mckenzie said. “Whether it’s
for senior lunch, football or basketball team dinner, or any other
event, it’s just a fun time getting to relax and/or eat with friends.
It simply provides a great central spot to build unity and love
within the student body. Being able to walk around to different
people and hear all the laughs and conversations is so special!
Overall, the Student Life Center has really lived up to its name
this year.”
The NRCA stadium track was also renovated. The old track
was completely replaced out of necessity due to the damage and
major repairs it needed. The new track, updated by Americourt,
now matches NRCA’s school colors, designed in blue to match
the tennis courts.
“The new track is amazing. Don’t get me wrong, the old track
was good, but the feel that the new track has is amazing and
the navy blue is great,” senior varsity football and track runner

Josh Pardo said. “The blue matches our school colors a lot
better than the red and really makes the football field pop
out more. I think it really catches the attention of a lot of
people and is a great addition to the school.”
Overall, the new and improved SLC and track are
great additions to NRCA. These new renovations will
help create memories and fellowship, all for the glory
of God.
“The Student Life Center and track are great places
for students to bond, get to know each other, and
ultimately fellowship in a school provided place,”
senior Student Council President Landon Betts
said. “The SLC new design and games will make
it an even better place for students to come
and hangout, and the newly replaced track
will definitely make events stand out more.
Overall, these places are the perfect spots for
after school socializing and fellowship among
peers.” 
By: Evan Ko, Shield Senior Editor
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Ethan Knight & Andrew Newkirk:

		Senior Ethan Knight and freshman Andrew Newkirk
each run their own power washing business. Knight was
on a mission trip in Florida when inspiration first struck
“[On the trip] I was assigned to pressure wash a sidewalk,”
Knight said. “When I was given the spray wand, I made several
passes over the dirty concrete. The more passes I made, the more
satisfying it became.”
Knight’s chance came soon after he got home. “When I
returned home, my close friend who went on the trip with me
asked me about starting my own pressure washing business. He
had created his own landscaping business which inspired me to
start my own business so that I could save up to modify my car,”
Knight said. “My dad helped me fund my first pressure washer,
and after I had the opportunity to pressure wash for Mellow
Mushroom, my business grew rapidly.”
Newkirk saw the opportunity to start his own business this
summer after his dad bought a power washer. “As I helped him
power wash, I realized that I could start a business power washing
driveways and sidewalks,” Newkirk said. “I then went on YouTube
and researched how to power wash driveways and sidewalks.”
Starting with small jobs in his community, Newkirk slowly
worked his way up. “I bought the equipment from Amazon
and started power washing
my driveway and sidewalk
for practice,” Newkirk said.
“When my neighbor saw me, he
asked when I could do his driveway
and sidewalk."

Andrew Newkirk
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Knight and Newkirk have different ways of advertising for
their business. Knight uses multiple different ways to promote
his services.
“After my job, I offer my business cards to my customers
to give to their family, friends, and neighbors,” Knight said. “I
use a social media app called ‘Nextdoor’ to further promote
my business.”
He also posts before and after pictures of his jobs and gives
general information about himself and his business every time
he makes a post. On the other hand, Newkirk has one main
method of advertising.
“As I was doing my neighbor’s driveway and sidewalk, more
and more of my neighbors asked me if I could do theirs, too,”
Newkirk said. “Word of mouth is my main marketing tool.”
Knight has learned much through starting the business.
He wants to have income from it, but that is not the only thing
he wants to accomplish.
“I hope that through my business, I can be a light in the lives
of others around me,” Knight said. “My business has taught
me some valuable life lessons and skills such as patience, time
management, and money management. More importantly, I’ve
understood what it means to place others before myself, and
that has made all the difference.” 
By: Micah Hartley, Shield Staff

Ethan Knight
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Oh, So Priceless:

A SWEET SURPRISE
H
igh school students waited eagerly in the gym just after
noon on Friday, October 22, waiting to be called to the
Sherill Center for the Performing Arts for a surprise they
had been anticipating all week, speculation swirling as students
and teachers alike tried to figure out who the special speaker
would be. Seniors were dismissed first. They rushed to find seats
close to the stage, one grade level filing in after the other. Once
everyone was seated, Superintendent Dr. Kevin Mathes announced
that Christian band ‘for King & Country’ was there to perform
and tell the students their ‘Priceless’ message.
“The fact that NRCA had a schedule change for the whole
high school showed what a large-scale event this was,” Student
Life Director Josh Leonard said. “The students caught on to this
and knew that something special was coming. The whole week
I had students trying to figure out who it was, even going so far
as to track my Spotify account to see who I was listening to.”
Part of the surprise was that the entire high school would be
together for the assembly, a first since February 2020.
“Watching the students come back from lunch 15 minutes
early to be first in line was incredible,” high school teacher Mrs.
Kristin Deim said. “Once the students were seated, just seeing
the Fine Arts Center filled to capacity brought tears to my eyes.
It had been so long.”
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After finding their seats, the students were ecstatic to see ‘for
King & Country’ walk out onto the stage.
“Throughout the whole week leading up to ‘for King
and Country’ playing for us, there was so much hype and
speculation as to who would be there,” senior Matthew Dubia
said. “For me, I am so incredibly glad that FK&C came to our
school as they have been my favorite Christian band for several
years. The experience was unbelievable, getting to see them
perform from the front row!”
The band performed many of their songs such as ‘Fix My
Eyes,’ ‘God Only Knows,’ and ‘Priceless.’ They shared the message
throughout their performance that we are priceless because
our value comes from being created in God's image. 		
“Their ‘Priceless’ message was incredibly timely in a world
that continues to devalue human life. It is so important for both
young men and young ladies to understand their value and
self-worth comes from the Lord as they are created in God’s
Image and are priceless,” Mathes said. “I pray that the ‘Priceless’
message resonated among our high school students and that
they will not only embrace their true self-worth as image
bearers, but also treat each other the way God has intended.”
Towards the end of the assembly, Dr. Mathes announced that
each of the girls would receive a ‘Priceless’ necklace to reinforce the
message behind the hit song and the 2016 movie the song inspired.
“I think the ‘Priceless’ message was very impactful, especially
to the girls who have a prejudice against Christianity because
of their interpretation on how the Bible speaks about women
and their roles in society and the family structure,”
senior Kaycie Kennedy said. “When talking about
all the times God used women in His plans, and
the relationships Jesus had with women, it showed
us girls the love God has for us and encouraged us
to find men who will love and treat us like Jesus
does. I think it opened the eyes of the girls to look
at how Christianity really
views women instead of how
society claims it does.” 
By: Evan Ko & Mathew Nelson,
Shield Senior Editors
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Wednesdays │7:00-7:45 AM │Student Life Center

Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and he will lift you up.
JAMES 4:10
See You at the Pole is a national prayer meeting once a year
for students and teachers. The worship is led by the Chapel
Praise Band, and a handful of students are chosen to speak and
lead in prayer. This year’s theme was James 4:10 which states
the following: “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He
will exalt you.” Noah Mckenzie, this year’s student chaplain,
was one of the leaders this year.
“It was such a blessing to see people from all parts of the
school come together in prayer,” Mckenzie said. “To be able
to come before the Lord and ask Him for blessings as a school
is such a great gift from the Lord, and it was amazing to see
firsthand.”
Mr. Josh Leonard, NRCA’s Student Life Director, handpicked
this year’s leaders, and the student chaplain is a speaker as part
of his duties. This years’ service was held in the Sherrill Center
due to bad weather.
Some of the topics and verses for this year include the
following: love each other well and encourage each other in
20 — The Shield

our walks with Jesus (Colossians 3:15), respect and lift up
authority (1 Timothy 2:1-2), let your light shine in the darkness
(Mathew 5:14-16).
In between worship songs, students and faculty would
pray for our government, our school, and our community. The
leaders would then read a Bible verse and a topic for prayer.
The students would then re-group and pray with each other.
After a few minutes, the student leader for each topic closed
in prayer.
See You at the Pole is a great example of what it should
look like to be a Christ-centered community of believers going
before the Lord in worship and prayer.
“As students of NRCA, we are extremely blessed to be in
a place that values prayer and puts God first,” McKenzie said.
“I hope to never take it for granted.” 

Wednesdays │8:00-9:00 AM │Student Life Center

PRAYING FOR
OUR STUDENTS
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Our Purpose
•

To pray that our children will receive Jesus as Lord
and Savior, then stand boldly in their faith

•

To pray for teachers and school staff

•

To provide support and encouragement to dads and
staff who carry heavy burdens

•

To be an encouragement and a positive support to
our school

By: Micah Hartley and Jeremy Handibode, Shield Staff
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Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

Hard

1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

Work

AT HINTON CENTER
P

SPIRITUALEMPHASISWEEK
S

piritual Emphasis Week takes place at the beginning of each
school year at NRCA. It is a week dedicated to Biblical growth
and worship and includes three morning services during
school hours and two optional evening services.
This year’s speaker was Ronjour Locke, a professor at the
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, who preached and
led students in a deep study of 1 Corinthians 15:58. Through his
contagious energy and clear passion, Professor Locke encouraged
students to look to the resurrection and be on fire for the Lord,
even as atheism skyrockets worldwide.
“I thought Ronjour Locke did a great job of reminding us of
what is most important - the resurrection,” senior chaplain Noah
Mckenzie said. “He showed us how it is the cornerstone of our
faith, which changes everything.”
In addition to teaching, students were led in powerful worship
each day by Robertson, a husband and wife duo out of Nashville,
TN. Song selections spanned from traditional hymns to modern,
pop Christian. The energy in the auditorium felt electric, as students
lifted their hands in worship to their Savior.
“The worship during Spiritual Emphasis Week really made
me feel closer to God and left a lasting impact on my life,” senior
Savannah Coutts said. “I felt truly moved every night going home,
and it was one of the best experiences, so far, of senior year.”
By the end of the week, many lives had been changed as
numerous students committed themselves to Christ for the first
time. Attending these services rekindled a flame for many students,
starting off the new school year with encouragement and energy.
“The raw emotion experienced during worship, paired with
the convicting and encouraging words of the speaker, would
uplift anyone thinking of attending,” Mckenzie said. “All in all, it
was just a week that left me with immense joy, as I was reminded
continuously of His goodness.” 

art of the mission for NRCA is to develop
kingdom leaders with a passion for the
world. Evidence of this mission includes
seeing students serve others on mission trips
throughout the year.
This summer, a group of students travelled
to Hayesville, North Carolina, on a mission
trip to the Hinton Center, which ministers to
its neighbors through hands-on projects and
building relationships. Students were busy with
various jobs from chopping wood to pulling
weeds in the community garden.
“They worked in 3 areas — splitting/
stacking firewood, packing boxes/bags for the
food pantry, and tending to the community
garden,” Assistant Secondary Principal Bill
Cook explained. “The majority of the time was
spent in the firewood ministry, which supplies
over 400 loads of firewood to local families each
year to enable them to heat their homes, and
in some cases, cook their food.”
Through NRCA’s relationship with the
Hinton Center, students were able to fulfill the
mission trip requirement and serve the Lord
and their community through hard work.
“The Hinton Center has been one of
the partners in ministry that we have served
alongside throughout the last two years,”

Student Life Director Josh Leonard said. “They
provided opportunities for our students to serve
in ways that would open up conversations for
members of the Hayesville community to hear
the Gospel, and that is always our heart’s desire
in the preparation of mission trips.”
Along with serving others outside of the
school walls, students enjoyed many other
experiences on the trip and connected with
other students they would not normally see.
“In addition to serving the community
in these 3 areas [firewood, food, and garden],
students also participated in daily devotions,
evening worship, and other activities, including
a rural poverty simulation exercise,” Cook said.
Those who had never been on a mission
trip before found the experience to be eye
opening, and they were happy to be serving
the Lord while developing friendships with
new people.
“It was a great bonding experience
especially when getting to know people I don’t
typically ever get the chance to talk to other than
just a simple surface level conversation,” senior
Ella Olexa said. “[I would] 10/10 recommend
this mission trip to anyone.” n
By: Mathew Nelson, Shield Senior Editor

By: Ellis Jones, Shield Staff
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Introducing NRCA’s
New Alumni Platform

“We believe that our upbringing in a solid Christian school helped build the
foundation of our worldview. We were taught by Godly men and women that
glorified God in their words and their actions.”

NRCA ALUMNI
CONNECT

- MR. & MRS. YOUNG

Have you ever missed an Alumni
Communication? Those days are
in the past! With this platform,
you control what communications
you will receive. This platform
will be your one-stop shop for all
Alumni Information!

JOIN NOW!

alumni.nrcaknights.com/

ALUMNUS INDUCTED INTO
GEORGIA TECH SPORTS HALL OF FAME
Chesson Hadley, NRCA Class of 2006,
recently joined another class – the Georgia
Tech Sports Hall of Fame Class of 2020.
Hadley played with GA Tech from 20072010 where he won the ACC title in 2010,
earned All-American honors during three
of his years, and helped the Yellow Jackets
win three team titles.
Delayed until October 1, 2021, due to
COVID, the ceremony honors inductees from
the Class of 2020 and 2021. Hadley, who said
he was more honored than surprised by his
induction, is in good company as he joins
golfers such as Bobby Jones, Stewart Cink,
and Matt Kuchar who have been inducted
in past years.
“I am very honored to have been voted
into the GT Hall of Fame. Some of the names
that are in this hall of fame are legends of
their sport,” Hadley said. “One thing that is so
incredible about the game of golf is that I am
currently competing against some of the guys
that played before me at Tech. Stewart and
Lisa Cink in particular have become great
friends of ours, and it has been wonderful
to learn from and hang out with them.”
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On the PGA Tour since 2014, he credits
his time with the Yellow Jackets for his
success on Tour. “Being a part of the GT
Golf program 100% helped prepare me for
my next step of playing professional golf,”
Hadley said. “I believe that I wouldn’t be
where I am today if it wasn’t for my time at
Georgia Tech.”
When he was considering schools to
attend after high school, Hadley was drawn
to the big city and loved Atlanta. He reminds
students who are interested in playing
sports at the collegiate level that it is quite a
commitment.
“Not only are you trying to play your
sport at the highest level, you are trying to
study and make good grades, and figure out
how to do life on your own,” Hadley said. “It’s
a full-time job, but I think that you will be
better prepared for the real world because
of it. If someone has the opportunity to
play a collegiate sport, they should 100%
try to make that happen. The memories and
experiences will far outweigh the sacrifice.”


A

dam and Brooke Young graduated
from NRCA in 1999 and decided
to send their daughter Mallory to
NRCA in 2009, wanting her to get a Christcentered education. Mallory, now a senior,
graduates this year having attended NRCA
since kindergarten - the first graduating
student of alumni parents. Throughout
Mallory’s time here, Mr. and Mrs. Young were
able to see the many things that have changed
since their time as students.
“We were at a much smaller campus,
and the class size was much smaller as well,”
Mr. and Mrs.Young said. “It (NRCA) did not
have the amazing facilities that it has now.
We remember meeting each other in Mr.
John’s Bible class. I (Adam) was also one of
the few students that had a pickup truck, and
Dr. Sherrill would get me out of class from
time to time to have me pick up supplies like
playground equipment, chairs for juniors and
seniors, or whatever was needed.”
For the Youngs, the impact NRCA had
on their walk with Christ also contributed to
their decision to ultimately send their daughter
Mallory here, returning to NRCA as parents.
“NRCA taught us that Christ should be at the
center of our family,” Mr. and Mrs. Young said.
“We believe that our upbringing in a solid

Christian school helped build the foundation
of our worldview. We were taught by Godly
men and women that glorified God in their
words and their actions.”
Now, Mallory goes to the same school
and even has some of the same teachers as her
parents had when they attended NRCA. “It’s
really cool to have the same teachers as my
parents and know that some of the teachers
went to school with them,” senior
Mallory Young said. “Mrs. McInnis has
taught me for years and also taught
my parents. Dr. Ridlehoover went
to school with my parents for many
years.”
Many aspects of NRCA have
changed from facilities to faculty
members. However, one of the
most significant aspects has
remained: a Christian education
environment that acknowledges
the sovereignty of God and His
words.
“We knew from our time at
NRCA that this was a place that
would partner with us in raising
both our students Mallory (12th)
and Michael (8th) in a Godcentered atmosphere,” Mr. and
Mrs. Young said. “We wanted her at
a place that would reinforce Christ’s
teachings and help her apply them to
her life. Ultimately, we wanted her to
receive a top-notch education, taught
by people that would reinforce Mallory’s
need for having a personal relationship with
Christ.” n

Mallory Young
Class of 2022

By: Haley Lee, Shield Staff
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NRCA Media Center…

More than Just Great Books
BY: THERESA WALLS, MEDIA CENTER DIRECTOR/VIRTUAL ACADEMY COORDINATOR

D

o your kids love learning about science,
history, famous people, and exciting
places? Would they like to explore a
rainforest, ocean, mountain, or even outer space?
Does your child’s creativity flourish through art,
crafts, origami, LEGOs, or cooking? Would he
or she like to dance with Pete the Cat, laugh with
Elephant and Piggie, or get lost in the fantasy
world of princesses and superheroes? Does your
child’s imagination soar, becoming engrossed in
a great mystery, adventure, or fairy tale? Perhaps
your children want to read more about favorite
Bible heroes like Daniel, Moses, Joseph and the
greatest hero of all time, Jesus Christ?
WELCOME TO THE MEDIA CENTER!
Where children can immerse themselves in
these topics and many, many more. There are
thousands of titles to choose from, covering a
wide range of subjects and interests.
But the Media Center is more than just great
books; it is a place of exploration, investigation,
and collaborative learning. It is a place where
students get to see, hear, and touch lessons
designed to enhance educational growth,
promote a deeper understanding of the saving
grace of Jesus, and develop Christian character.
During story time, many have responded to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and committed their lives
to the Lord!
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problem-solving skills as they learn during
cooperative play through solving puzzles,
building with LEGOs, and manipulating
interlocking gears. In addition, students are
delighted by our specialty books that popup, make sounds, have moving pictures, or are
simply huge (2 feet tall!).
The Media Center also has great resources
for class projects and student research.

Preschool and lower elementary classes
enjoy a wide range of engaging activities.
Students go on a fun “Book Hunt” where
they discover multiple genres as they try to
find books matching certain descriptions.
Storytime, rooted in Biblical principles, also
includes age appropriate factual, historical,
and cultural information, and is combined
with hands-on and practical experiences which
the students love. Preschool students go on

safari and become explorers as they use their
magnifying glasses to search for and identify
a variety of bugs (plastic, of course) hidden
around the Media Center. Older students
become “Bug Detectives” as they examine
and match insects with sets of facts provided
about them. Students are fascinated by an actual
7-foot python skin and hand-sized tarantula
molt as they study real examples of how some
animals grow.
Young emerging authors and illustrators
enjoy books written by NRCA students and
discover their own skills by writing stories
during the “Our Own Pages” segment.
Students also hone their creative and

Hours of operation are 7:30am – 5:00pm or
reserve books through the Online Media Center
Catalog available on the school website. n

COME
CHECK US
OUT!
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One of the benefits of the NRCA PreK program is the introduction to
the same Abeka phonics and writing curriculum used in NRCA lower
elementary. Students learn proper letter formation and phonics which
build a great foundation for transition into kindergarten. To keep
learning exciting, the PreK teachers make the lessons creative and even
build in experiences for the children to engage in learning. Every week
we introduce a new letter to our students, beginning with the vowels.
Recently, the Lovable Lamb students came in for ‘letter Uu week’ to see
their morning work under their desks! There were many confused, but
excited comments as the children walked into the room expecting their
normal routine. They were excited to ‘put on’ the creative minds God
had given them and ‘swim’ under their desks to trace an underwater
scene. Little did they know, the children were able to better develop fine
motor skills and gross motor skills as they traced with markers and ‘swam’
their bodies ‘underwater,’ to practice pre-writing strokes which leads to
better letter formation, and to use their creativity to make an association
of a fun experience with the introduction of the letter Uu. Since many
children learn letter sounds by associating a letter to a word, this learning
experience was a great way to help put the letter sound to memory. Praise
God for the ability to keep learning fun!

Learning about
God’s World

Junior Canes
Dylan McCoy and Beckett Connor, both fourth graders at
NRCA, were selected as members of the Carolina Junior
Hurricanes Squirt 10UAA ice hockey team. The Carolina
Junior Hurricanes team is a select team drawing exceptional
players from all over the state of North Carolina. Dylan and
Beckett competed in rigorous tryouts to earn their spot! The
Tier II level teams play at a high level to compete for regional
and national championships. These players are student athletes
dedicated to developing their skills to reach the highest level
possible in their sport.

NC State Fair + Math = FUN!
Mrs. Wolff 's fifth grade students are currently working on a North
Carolina State Fair project for math class. The finished product will be
displayed at the “Evidences of Learning” event in late October. Students
compared the historical attendance of the fair and estimated what the
attendance would be in 2021. They are currently creating animal stalls
using graph paper and solving for area and perimeter for each stall. They
are also building a poster to display their animal pen area and perimeter
layout from the graph paper. In the next few weeks, students will choose
four people to go to the fair. They can take people from the past or even
imaginary characters on their trip if they wish. Then they will choose
which rides/shows their group will enjoy and find the total cost of their
Fair Day.

First graders at NRCA used the engineering
design process to investigate how beavers design
and build dams. Their model included natural
materials that beavers might use, such as mud,
water, pine needles, leaves, and twigs. The
students learned that besides humans, beavers
are the only ones who build dams. They also
learned that beavers are part of God’s design for
their environment.
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Bruce Rosario:

A Man of
Many Talents

"

Every day it is my
goal to motivate
students to
EAT, SLEEP, and
BREATHE JESUS.

B

ruce Rosario joins NRCA as the new sixth grade Bible
teacher. An amazing follower of Christ, he brings his
teachings of God not only to school but to Sunday services
and an organized street ministry. His expectations are nothing
but good for his new start at a new school.
Mr. Rosario previously taught at a public school. The change
from a public to a private school can be challenging at times, but
he is working hard to adjust and become the best teacher he can
be.
“I am coming from teaching in the public school, so there
are a lot of teaching strategies and methodologies that I need
to unlearn,” Rosario said. “Nevertheless, as I continue to take
wisdom from my leadership, and continue to seek God daily, I
believe I will continue to become a better teacher.”
When Mr. Rosario was in Kansas, he made a music video.
Drawing on his own struggles as motivation, he made the video
and then shared it publicly.
“Two years ago, while I was in Kansas, I went through a very
tough time. It seemed like my life was going down a very steep
hill. Friends were few, family was far away, and I had no one
to lean on,” Rosario said. “I remember crying out to God in
my piano practice room, begging and asking Him what sin I
have done to deserve what I was going through. During my prayer
of desperation, a tune started to come to me, ‘Jesus Paid a Debt,
Yeah, Yeah, Yeah.’ I felt like God was speaking to me, reminding
me that no sin is greater than Him and that all my debts were
paid. A year later, I went to the studio, recorded this song, and
shot the music video for it a few weeks later. This was my way to
use my personal struggles to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to a lost and dying world.”
Mr. Rosario brings a passion for ministry and is constantly
looking for ways to spread God’s word and see his students develop
into powerful men and women of God.
“God has given me the privilege to educate the body
of Christ on what it means to be a man/woman ‘after God’s
heart.’ I am often worship leading, preaching at Christian
Sunday services, and organizing street ministry outreach,”
Rosario said. “God has placed a mandate in my heart to do
these things unashamed, and it is my goal to declare that God’s
undeniable love is the ultimate objective. Every day it is my goal
to motivate students to EAT, SLEEP, and BREATHE JESUS.” 
By: Mykal Williams, Shield Staff

Mr. Rosario Music Video
can be found on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/H4oAnDH2kg4
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By: Grayson Black, Shield Staff

8th Grade
Williamsburg

6th Grade
NC Zoo

“that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;”

One of the highlights of the trip is seeing the swinging bridge
which stretches over 228 feet and is a mile above sea level. They also
visited animal exhibits and hiking trails.
“I enjoyed crossing the bridge because of the amazing view. I
also enjoyed the hiking trails,” student Jonah Ridlehoover said.
Grandfather Mountain is not only fun for the students, but
also for the teachers. “My favorite part of the trip is standing atop
Grandfather Mountain looking out at God’s wonderful creation,”
seventh grade teacher, Mrs. Black said. “The mountains and valleys
remind me that through it all, God is in full control.”
The greatest part of Grandfather Mountain is experiencing God’s
handiwork and taking it all in from a higher perspective.
“I would definitely recommend this trip to anybody. It shows me
how incredible all of it was and how God created all those mountains
in perfect shape in order just by speaking,” Coombs said. 

On Wednesday, September 15, sixth graders traveled to the North
Carolina Zoo. After arriving on the buses, Mr. Rosario led the students
in a devotion about God's incredible creation. Groups and their
chaperones completed the scavenger hunt prepared by Mr. Kruger as
they traveled around both North America and Africa viewing animals
and taking photos of their favorites. Lunchtime was a highlight of the
day. All groups of students gathered at Junction Plaza and enjoyed
great food and fellowship. Riding on the tram between continents
was fun! Many students took advantage of the gift shops, too. The
zoo trip is sure to be a great memory for the sixth graders! 
By: Mrs. Comer, 6th Grade English Teacher

Colonial Williamsburg hosted NRCA’s eighth grade class on Friday,
September 17th. Arriving at school by 5:00am, students, complete
with snacks, blankets, and pillows, boarded buses and eagerly traveled
the four hours to meet their tour guides at 9:00am. Students were
required to take pictures of certain historical buildings to complete
a project for their American Republic class. After seeing the House
of Burgesses and the Governor’s Palace, students visited various
craftsmen and shops. After a few hours on their own for lunch and
touring, students boarded buses and headed home. Although it was
a rainy day, a good time was had by all. 
By: Ms. Robinson, 8th Grade English Teacher

7th Grade
Grandfather Mountain

Friday Mornings @ 7:15 • Student Life Center
32 — The Shield

The NRCA seventh grade class took a field trip to Grandfather
Mountain in Linville, North Carolina. Students unsure about why
it was named Grandfather Mountain learned the mountain was
named by pioneers when they saw the mountain was shaped like
an old man. The students were able to see and appreciate the beauty
of God’s creation.
“My favorite part of the field trip was when we went across the
swinging Bridge and when you looked out and could see all the
beautiful mountains,” seventh grade student Annie Coombs said.
The Shield — 33
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9th Grade
Snowbird Wilderness
This fall the freshman students at NRCA
took their first trip to Snowbird Wilderness
Outfitters in Andrews, North Carolina.
They enjoyed three days full of worship,
fellowship, and outdoor activities such as
zip lines, paintball, three-man swing, and
a ropes course.
Each day the students had chapel
services and also small group times with
their cabin. These daily chapels encouraged
students to mature in their walk with Christ
and to take responsibility in life as students
growing into young adults.
“Our time with the staff was very
encouraging,” ninth grade teacher Mrs.
Anne Brown said. “The messages were very
relevant to the challenges that our students
face on a daily basis. They got involved in
the activities with our students and did a
great job encouraging their walk with Jesus.”
Leading up to chapel times, there were
fun and games. One student favorite was
a Dr. Seuss rap battle. “The chapels were
34 — The Shield

very good; the messages were on point, and
the game time before chapels were great for
all the students,” ninth grade teacher Mr. Ed
Pinion said.
One of the many activities was whitewater
rafting. Groups rafted down the Nantahala
River for about three hours, taking the time
to play and get to know their classmates and
teachers better.
“Our time rafting brought out some
adventurous personalities that I don't get to
see in class,” Brown said. “There was so much
laughter, and the students encouraged each
other to participate in activities that got them
out of their comfort zone and brought them
together as a class.”
Teachers, chaperones, and students
alike agreed that the discipleship and fun
outdoor experiences made this a trip worth
remembering and repeating.
“I would highly recommend it for the next
class to do,” Pinion said. “[It was a] great time
to get to know the 9th grade outside of school
and enjoy some free time doing fun things!” 
By: Isabelle McLawhorn & Finley Huneycutt,
Shield Staff

11th Grade
Atlanta

10th Grade
Washington DC
This year the sophomore class traveled
to Washington D.C. for their field trip on
September 16. Despite heavy downpours
during their first day, students and chaperones
were still able to experience some of their
perennial favorite sites.
The students started their trip off by leaving
the school at five in the morning to begin their
five-hour bus ride. The first stop once they got
there was the Museum of the Bible.
“My favorite part of the Museum of the Bible
was when I got to see the actual manuscript that
John wrote on and the Magna Carta and a
model of the Rosetta Stone,” sophomore Steven
Messiah said.
After the museum, the class went to the
Arlington cemetery and enjoyed a long tram
ride though the whole cemetery where they
got to see the tomb of the unknown soldier
and the changing of the guard.
“The way that the guards had the same
exact movement and walked the same was
really cool,” sophomore Gavin Galligan said.
“You could also see the lines on the ground
from where they walk so much, and it’s really
cool and amazing how dedicated each soldier
is for protecting the tomb.”
The students ended their day by eating
dinner at the mall and going back to the hotel.
The next morning the students rode to Busch
Gardens to enjoy the park.
“I loved Busch gardens,” sophomore Presley
Shotwell said. “My favorite ride was definitely
The Griffin and I enjoyed walking around the
whole park with my friends.”
Busch Gardens was nearly everyone’s
favorite part of the whole field trip. Everyone
had a fun time with their friends. “Despite the
weather and other hardships we faced, we all
really came together as a grade and had a great
time,” sophomore Lynn Kim said. 
By: Eva Correa & Zam-Zam Ogbonna,
Shield Staff

The junior class began to pack the trip
buses at 4:30 AM. The exciting day required
an early rise, one usually dreaded by students.
One 8-hour drive later, they arrived at their
first stop, an Atlanta Braves baseball game.
“Everyone was excited to go to the game
because most people have never been to an
MLB game before,” Junior Zach Nepa said. “We
were sad it got canceled, and all of us wished
we could have stayed to watch it.”
Even though the game was canceled due
to rain, the students were still able to buy
souvenirs before leaving for the aquarium.
The Atlanta Aquarium is known as one of the
best in the world and the students were sure
not to waste this opportunity.
“Everyone liked the aquarium,” Nepa said.
“It was cool that they planned for us to go and
see the dolphin show as well.”
After a long day, the students headed to the
hotel to get sleep and prepare for the next day.
The second day started with a student favorite,
the World of Coca-Cola. Here students were
able to try different flavors of drinks and enjoy
their time with classmates.
“Most people hadn’t been there, so it was
cool for everyone to see something new,” Nepa
said. “We got to see a bunch of different stuff,
and some people were able to taste test some
of the flavors.”
To finish off their trip, the juniors headed
to the Chick-fil-A College Football Hall of
Fame. Students were able to tour the exhibits,
and towards the end of the visit, the students
got to line up to kick a field goal.
“With no trip last year, everyone was
excited to be able to spend a few days away
from school and get to know each other better,”
Nepa said. “Most people missed having a trip,
so it was nice having one again.” 
By: Parker Hodgson, Shield Staff

After a long bus ride home, the seniors
went to bed exhausted and rested up before
their return to school with their classmates.
“Florida was a great opportunity to build
new friendships and strengthen previous
ones,” senior Brianna Frazilus said. “It was
great to walk around and see everyone
interacting with each other and growing
closer as a class.” 
By: Mathew Nelson, Shield Senior Editor

12th Grade
Orlando
At the crack of dawn on Tuesday, September
14, the senior class found themselves rolling
out of bed to embark on their trip to Orlando,
Florida, prepared for the long ride with a
surprising number of pillows, blankets, and
snacks. After 14 long hours, the students arrived
at the hotel to dress for their first destination:
Disney Springs.
“Disney Springs was great,” senior Evan
Ko said. “It was a really nice atmosphere after
being on the bus. I loved walking around with
all my friends, visiting different gift shops, and
spending ridiculous amounts of money.”
After the long ride and an evening of food
and shopping at Disney Springs, the seniors
stumbled into bed, utterly exhausted. The next
day, they sleepily boarded the bus for their first
amusement park of the trip: Universal Studios.
With countless rides and a full day to enjoy,
the students quickly began planning to enjoy
their day with stops including Harry Potter,
Transformers, and Jurassic Park.
“My favorite part of the trip was having the
opportunity to spend time at the parks enjoying
the rides with my friends and growing closer
with the people in our grade,” senior Matthew
Dubia said.
The next day, the seniors enjoyed a day in
Disney, where they visited the Magic Kingdom.
“I definitely built so many great relationships
and my favorite part of the trip was definitely
just spending all this time with my friends,”
Senior Elayna Davenport said.
After completing the trip with a visit to the
Kennedy Space Center, it was time to reload
the bus for a long journey home.
"The class trips at NRCA are one of the best
ways for students to not only experience new
and exciting things with their friends but also
get to meet other students who they may not
see on a regular basis at school," Student Life
Director Josh Leonard said. "Having grown
up in Orlando and having been to both parks
many times, getting to lead this class trip
with our seniors was easily one of my favorite
experiences at both Universal and Disney."
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NEW
CLASSES

AP US Government
& Politics
The AP US Government and Politics class is a new
sophomore-level course taught by high school history
teacher Mrs. Missy Bailey. Student interest in offering
this class has been high for the past six years.
“Before offering the AP course, the students in the
honors US Government classes wanted to take the AP
test at the end of the year,” Bailey said. “For eight weeks
before the test, I would host a help class once a week and
go over all the things the students needed to know. We
took many practice tests so they could be as prepared as
possible.”
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The decision was made to add the AP class so the
students would have all year to prepare for the test. Mrs.
Bailey has many goals for her students in the class.
“I want students to learn and be confident enough
to pass the test at the end of the year, but I also want
them to understand how government works,” Bailey
said. “Participating in the political process is important,
especially with a Christian perspective, to help students
understand how they can impact their society for Christ.”

By: Eva Correa, Shield Staff

orth Raleigh Christian Academy has a number of electives
for students to choose from, including five new electives this
year. In the high school, the new electives are Event Planning
and Management, led by Ms. Tiffany Benson and Leadership and
Service, led by Mrs. Wesley Bauguess. In the middle school the new
electives are Woodworking, led by Mr. Timothy Gardner; Latin, led
by Mr. Ioan Oros; and Introduction to Drama & Production, led by
Fine Arts Director, Mr. Zach Roberts.
The teachers have set goals for their students to accomplish as
the year goes on. For instance, the skills students learn in Drama
and Production will be showcased in a final production at the end
of the school year.
“We cover the use of the three tools of an actor: body, voice, and
mind. I want my students to achieve confidence in performance and
interpersonal communication skills,” Roberts said. “I want them to
feel confident with performing in front of others.”
The Latin elective class provides students with a strong and fun
introduction to the various aspects of the Roman civilization. The
students explore the meanings of various Latin words that enable
them to translate simple sentences and short passages. The students
discover the inner-workings of the Latin sentences so that they can
translate various basic Roman literary and historical works.
“Students occasionally but intentionally explore the history of
the Roman civilization, especially as it interacts with the spread of
Christianity in the first three centuries after Christ,” Oros said. “The
Latin class challenges the students with the right mix of academics,
spirituality, and fun.”
Event Planning and Management gives students the opportunity
to learn how to take an event all the way from the conception to
completion. “Students receive hands-on experience by working
behind the scenes on many of our school events,” Benson said.
“Students also have the opportunity to help manage events as Student
Event Coordinators throughout the school year.”
Teachers work hard to keep the electives engaging, encouraging
students to work together to improve their skills and to have fun
while learning.
“The first nine weeks offers a foundation in leadership and
public speaking skills. As we approach the second nine weeks, we
will break the class into teams of 5 students, with our seniors as
our team leaders,” Bauguess said. “Students will learn the military
decision-making process, troop leading procedures, and how to
write an operation order. They will, also, continue to perfect their
public speaking skills and discuss local service opportunities. In the
third and fourth nine weeks, we will switch up the leaders again and
continue to learn military leadership and soldier skills. I hope to
recruit military and civilian leaders in our community to visit and
speak with our class during the last nine weeks of the year.”
The expectations have been set high for students, and teachers
hope that their students can overcome any obstacles in the classroom
as well as in the future.
“I want my students to be effective leaders in any career field;
our students must be able to communicate well and carry themselves
with confidence,” Bauguess said. “It is so important for our students
to take advantage of every opportunity to speak in public and accept
leadership positions. That experience will serve them well in college
and in their future careers.” 
By: Grayson Black and Shield Staff

Drama & Production

Latin

Woodworking

High School

Event Planning & Management

Leadership & Service
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Is the thought of planning for
College Overwhelming?
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REPRES TATIVES

Noah McKenzie

Micah Hartley

Noah Terry

Bella Moss

6TH GRADE REP

7TH GRADE REP

8TH GRADE REP

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage;
be strong. Do everything in love. — 1 Corinthians 16:13-14

KJ Brown

2021-2022 HOMEROOM REPS
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6TH GRADE

7TH GRADE

8TH GRADE

Adams: Will Ward
Comer: Luke Christner
Kruger: Silas Jurls
Overton: Jillian Winklespecht
Rosario: Parker Walton

Black: Annie Coombs
Dial: Isabella Ciancannelli
Lester: Emery Rikard
Lilly: Blair Thomas
Oros: Ehthyu Sher

Bridges: Howard Jenkins
Gardner: Bristol Biegenzahn
McCoy: Bella Baquerizo
Parrish: Ella Laurel
Robinson: Ellis Droke

9TH GRADE

10TH GRADE

11TH GRADE

12TH GRADE

Lee: John Dewar
Miranda: Drew Bir
Pinon: Finley Huneycutt
Sandy: Dominic Sojo
Brown: Chris Gomez
Mitchell: John Matson

Beatty: Gio Thrasybule
Evans: Aden Jacob
Kimak: Steven Messiah
Bailey: Ethan Weitzel
Stephens: Lillie Wright
Thomason: Mollie Shoaf

A Dean: Liza Nikitsenka
Dean: Noah Weyne
Huffman: Ayden Dalahunty
Rivera: Bethany Bangs
Schulte: Chandler Winstead
Severs: Chelsea Mathelier

Ridlehoover: Bria Brown
Lyczkowski: Jacob Little
Diamond: Kooper Poorbaugh
Canady: Matthew Dubia
Deim: Tessa Justus
Stott: Laura Ashley Crawford

The new NRCA College Guidance Handbook will guide your search, application, and decision process. Written directly to
NRCA students and filled with resources, including book and website recommendations, this handbook provides guidance on
topics ranging from letters of recommendation to essay writing to family action plans for each grade level. The NRCA College
Guidance Handbook can be found on the school website under Academics/College Guidance Overview.
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Kiera
Bartholomew

At the Top of the Leaderboard

K

I learn to lean in on the Lord more
and more and to trust He has a
plan. Golf is one of those sports
where anything could happen,
which is the same with life.
-Kiera Bartholomew

iera Bartholomew, Assistant Captain of the NRCA women’s golf team,
has seen her hard work pay off in big ways. The MVP of last season’s
state championship-winning team also earned top honors as the TISAC
Player of the Year and TISAC Tournament Champion while being named to both
All-Conference and All-State teams.
Over Labor Day, the junior decided to make a verbal commitment to play
for the University of Virginia. Ultimately, she says, her decision was based on
academics, golf, and God.
“The commitment was exciting. It has been something I have been working
very hard on, and it was something I have always been looking forward to,”
Bartholomew said. “The process of it started on June 15 of sophomore year going
into junior year. Coaches came out to watch, and I began [receiving] phone calls.
The process can be stressful when you are trying to narrow down which schools
offer what you desire the most, but in the end, I knew I needed to trust God to
open the right doors and close the wrong doors.”
Bartholomew works with intensity to perfect her shot making, swing, and
putting skills. “Kiera is an amazing athlete and a truly gifted golfer,” Coach Wesley
Bauguess said. “She is thoughtful and intentional in everything she does on and
off the golf course. Her drive and work ethic are second to none. You will find
her on the driving range and putting green long after our practice is over. And
often, once our practice is over, she'll go to her home golf course and practice a
bit more.”
Bartholomew has already accomplished many things in her golf career. She
is grateful for those accomplishments and the ones to come, and she gives credit
for her success to God and all the help that was given to her along the way.
“Golf means a lot to me. It teaches me irreplaceable life skills,” Bartholomew
said. “It has taught me patience, emotion control, and ways to block out distractions.
It’s impacted me greatly because it has helped me grow my faith. I learn to lean
in on the Lord more and more and to trust He has a plan. Golf is one of those
sports where anything could happen, which is the same with life.”
The love she has for the game shows through her performance, but Bartholomew
is still growing in her skills and her faith. “I learned and am still learning to accept
what has happened and know that it is all a part of a bigger plan God has in
store.” 
By: Mykal Williams, Shield Staff
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Womens Varsity Golf

SHATTERS
RECORDS
State Champions 2 Years in a Row!

T

hroughout their years at NRCA, the varsity girls golf team
has performed consistently. This year has been no different.
The Lady Knights were able to get out to a fast start, winning
multiple matches to start off their season.
“We hope to continue our momentum throughout the season.
We have some very tough tests coming up,” head coach Wesley
Bauguess said.
The team broke the first of many records in their very first
match of the season. The Lady Knights beat Ravenscroft by a score
of 105-132 to shatter their previous team record. Sophomore
Annalee Caveney set the new NRCA individual record with
4-under par 32. The whole team was able to help secure the
NRCA record, as well as the win.
“As a team, they were 3-under-par and that doesn't happen
very often in high school golf. They set a record that will be
incredibly hard to beat,” Bauguess said.
Aside from their historic win, the team has also been able
to secure wins against Wayne Country Day, Cary Academy, and
Wake Christian. The team faced and lost their toughest match of
the year against Durham Academy (DA) who, at the time of the

42 — The Shield

match, was also undefeated. However, the Lady Knights bounced
back with another record-breaking win against Ravenscroft.
“Kiera Bartholomew fired a 5-under-par 67, breaking her
previous 18-hole record by 3 strokes. Also scoring for the Knights
were Lily Kate Watson with 75 and Annalee Caveney with 80,”
Bauguess said.
At the TISAC Conference Tournament, the team finished
as runner-up. Tournament Medalist Kiera Bartholomew led the
field with a 5-under-par 66. Bartholomew, Lily Kate Watson,
and Annalee Caveney all represented NRCA on the TISAC
All-Conference Team. However, the team still wasn’t finished.
They ended the season just as they started it – state champions
breaking records.
“[We are] NCISAA State Champions...again! Kiera
Bartholomew led the Knights to victory with a record-breaking,
and tournament-winning, 7-under-par 65,” Bauguess said.
“Lily Kate Watson fired a magnificent 75, joining Kiera on the
coveted All-State Team!” 
By: Parker Hodgson, Shield Staff
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Girls Varsity Volleyball Wins State Championship 7 Consecutive Years!
he NRCA Knights Volleyball team clinched their 7th
straight NCISAA State title on Saturday when they took
down Durham Academy in straight sets. Year after year
Coach Murray is asked the same two questions: "How did
you do it?" and "Will you be able to do it again next year?"
The answer to both questions comes in the team's motto:
"God-Team-Me." Coach Murray adopted this precept after
winning her first few championships to help keep things in
proper perspective. "It's not about winning for us, never has
been. It's about using our talent in the sport of volleyball to
bring glory to Christ,” Murray said. “The team motto is a
reminder of this. The winning, I believe, is a byproduct of
putting God first."
Additionally, Murray attributes the repeated success of the
program to the strong emphasis in developing the elementary
and middle school girls over the years. "Having a K-12 school
allows us to begin teaching the fundamentals of volleyball
at an early age,” Murray explained. “By the time some of our
girls get to middle school, they are well advanced compared
to their peers because of this early exposure. Then it's up to
our wonderful middle school coaches to get them to love the
game."

T
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The recipe for success starts early during preseason with
scrimmages and tournaments to help challenge and strengthen the
team. The past few years they have participated in the prestigious
Nike Tournament of Champions, competing with the best of the
best in the nation which helps give the team an edge as they go
into conference and state action. Another element that contributed
to the team's success this year was asking former assistant coach
Amy Lilly to be the team chaplain. Lilly led devotions with the
girls each week to inspire them and remind them of their true
purpose. The coaches also invited former alums Trey Murray,
Peter Brazeale, Emily Edge and JV assistant coach Greg Pinto to
scrimmage with the team every Wednesday.
“By bringing in guys and former players, we are able to up the
level of play in the gym and create a competitive environment,”
Murray said. “The girls loved our Wednesday scrimmages because
they were always close games that would push them to play under
pressure."
To further prepare them spiritually going into states, they had
multiple times of worship as a team that set the tone going into
Saturday's match. "The team goal for the season for all the girls
was, ultimately, to win states,” Murray said. “When it came down
to it, we were prepared and all that was left was to execute." 
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NRCA Alumni/Teacher Takes Over
JV Football As Head Coach

Therefore, as God’s chosen people,
holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.
Bear with each other and forgive one
another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. And over all these virtues
put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity.

The JV football team is 5-1 so far
this year with impressive wins over
Harrells Christian, Ravenscroft, Wake
Christian, and South Wake, with their
only loss falling by one possession to
High Point Christian. In each of their
wins, the JV Knights were completely
dominant, winning by twenty points
or more.
Mr. Josh Diamond, in his first year
as head coach of the JV team, is excited
about the season so far. “We lost our
first game to High Point Christian 1218. Just 20 seconds shy of victory, they
scored,” Diamond said. “It was the first
game of the season. We had a couple of

COLOSSIANS 3:12-14

injuries and cramps during the game, but
we competed well, and a number of players
stepped up and played well in positions
they had not gotten a lot of playing time at
previously. We have won all of our games
after that, outscoring our opponents 129
to 32.”
Coach Diamond notes that the team
exemplifies a strong work ethic and great
leadership skills with great potential for
the varsity team in the coming years.
“We have players in seventh, eighth,
and ninth grade that have stepped up and
filled leadership roles within our team,”
Diamond said. “My team captains this
year are 9th graders Noah Laurel and Luke

Blackburn. They have both played for
three years on the JV team. Noah Terry
is a new eighth grader this year and
has been a great leader for the other
players.”
The starting quarterback and one
of the team captains for the JV Knights
is Luke Blackburn. “After our first loss,
I think we bounced back super well by
winning four straight, with another
win incoming,” Blackburn said. “We
play Ravenscroft again soon, and we
look to have the same outcome as the
last time we played them.” 
By: Tanner Clark; Shield Staff

MS B-Team Volleyball
he middle school B-team volleyball team recently finished
their second undefeated season in a row, to which Coach
Kim Polston credits the team’s incredible work ethic.
“Our goal was to go undefeated again, but on the B-team, many
of the girls haven’t played much before, so every skill from
passing and setting to hitting was vastly improved by everyone,”
Polston explained.
However, to complete a second undefeated season, the team
had to work as much on mental and spiritual goals as they did
on the physical.
“You must as an athlete make sure your body knows the
right things to do to make a good pass, set a good ball, hit with
power and serve accurately. However, the mental and spiritual
are equally important,” Polston said. “Mentally they had to block
out any outside noise from the opposing team or fans and trust
in their physical preparation. Most importantly, spiritually, they
had to be willing to put aside their selfish nature and pick up
an attitude of Christ and put their teammates first. Our verse
this year was about unity from Colossians 3:12-14.”
Spiritually this team united because they put on a heart of
‘compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.’ They
bore with one another and forgave easily, and they made sure
they unselfishly loved their teammate so that it was more about
how [they] did as a TEAM and not as individuals.
“This team was such a joy to coach,” Polston added. “Their
attitude and effort were wonderful all season and they had a
willingness to be open and honest with each other, sharing truths
with each other, so that we could be united in Christ and bring
Him the ultimate glory! And that is what made it so fun!” 

T
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Brown’s homeroom won overall best homeroom for Spirit
Week participation.
“Being able to come together as a school to show how much
we enjoy being at NRCA is fun,” Brown said. “My homeroom
students were encouraging each other to participate and [got]
creative with their outfits!”
Special things come with homecoming week: the daily dress
up days, pep rallies, powderpuff, and much more. By celebrating
them as a part of the NRCA family, they demonstrated this
year’s theme of goodness.
“In a year where we are focusing on the theme of goodness,
we wanted students and families to rejoice in all the ‘good’
things that our school has been able to provide this year and
in years past,” Hodgson said. “Spirit week is a time where the
entire student body can come together to celebrate God's
goodness and His blessings upon the NRCA family.” 
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rom Monday, September 20 through Friday, September
24, a wide assortment of face paints, neon wigs, and
blue and gold glitters adorned NRCA students. Spirit
Week, the week of Homecoming when everyone dresses up
for a fun and creative theme, had returned. All of the spirit
week dress-up ideas this year related to the theme: Cruising
into Homecoming.
“This is something new that NRCA has not done before,”
art teacher Leisha Hodgson said. “Once we decided upon the
dress up options, we figured out the best way to tie those into
the cruising theme. It was great fun to see how the different
grades interpreted each of the days.”
The first dress-up day, ‘setting sail,’ was Tacky Tourist Day.
A variety of motley Hawaiian shirts and floral necklaces could
be spotted.
The following day’s theme was Sit Back & Relax Day,
resembling 'a day at sea.’ Sweatpants were widely worn along
with pajamas.
Decades Day was the third theme of the week. 'Cruising
back in time,' students dressed up in the outfit symbolic of
the time period they wanted to represent. “It was fun to go
back and pick an outfit for a different time,” freshman Mia
Simerman said.
'Man Overboard' was the theme for Thursday’s Neon Day.
Bright neon colored clothing and wigs highlighted the hallways
with some volleyball players wearing their neon pink jerseys.
Friday was School Color Day as students and faculty were
'cruising home to NRCA.' Students dressed up in blue and gold,
NRCA’s school colors, looking forward to the homecoming
football game that night. A pep rally marked the end of this
week where homeroom spirit points were announced. Mrs.
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“God put me on the court to share my testimony with
others and to strengthen my faith to trust in Him.”
-LAURA ASHLEY CRAWFORD

Tessa Justus

O

Elayna Davenport

n Friday, September 24, 2021, Spirit Week culminated
in Homecoming. The night was filled with fun and
friends as festivities started early with families enjoying
inflatables on the baseball field. The Alumni Association hosted
a tent, handing out hats and t-shirts to alumni and providing
a place to reconnect with faculty and each other.
The Knights varsity football team faced an intense
homecoming game against Harrells Christian Academy.
Although this was the toughest game yet, the Knights came
ready to battle with a 4-0 record. Intense effort and a touchdown
late in the second quarter were not enough to bring the Knights
back for a win.
Halftime fun included the crowning of the homecoming
queen. The six candidates - Riley Buckley, Laura Ashley
Crawford, Elayna Davenport, Elisa Harris, Tessa Justus, and
Imani Lester - gave speeches to the student body the Tuesday
before Friday’s festivities.

HOMECOMING QUEEN
Laura Ashley Crawford

Riley Buckley

Imani Lester

Elisa Harris

Trinity Williams
2020 Homecoming Queen

“My speech is truly about the struggles I have endured
throughout my life,” Crawford said. “Not only do I talk about
my struggles, but I also talk about how much God has changed
my life and how without him I would not be as strong.”
The halftime ceremony ended with Crawford being crowned
homecoming queen. “I was speechless,” Crawford said. “I genuinely
[did not know] that I was going to win. When I heard my name,
I felt so loved by the student body and God, for allowing me the
opportunity to be the 2021 Homecoming Queen.”
Crawford believes that all things happen for a purpose. The
student body loved hearing each nominee’s story through each of
the speeches, but Crawford’s, in particular, made an impression.
“I believe God used me, through my speech, to be vulnerable
with others and help those who are struggling with similar
circumstances,” Crawford said. “God put me on the court to
share my testimony with others and to strengthen my faith to
trust in Him.” 
By: Justin Frazilus, Shield Staff
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JUNIOR/SENIOR
he senior class had a big win at NRCA’s annual September
25 Powderpuff game. As the junior and senior girls
competed on the field, the boys cheered on the sidelines.
“I’m excited to come back after a disappointing last year,
and I feel like the girls also feel the same way,” senior coach
Sean Kim said.
Unlike last year, the mask mandate was lifted for all outdoor
activities. The senior coaches agreed that the whole team
contributed the best of their efforts for the well-deserved win.
“We had a very strong group of starters, but our backups
were also very strong,” senior coach Nolan Rock said. “I was
very excited to see them go out there and play as a team.”
The main plays for the seniors in this year's Powderpuff
were jet sweeps and rushing plays to the outside.
“We had to improvise most of our passing plays. Our
strongest players are probably Alina Zimavaya, Elayna
Davenport, Elisa Harris, and Rose Camden. Our linebacker

T

corps is a really strong unit, our defensive backs are ball hawks,
and our defensive line is raring to go,” Kim said before the game.
“I think Powderpuff came much earlier this year compared to last
year, so we weren’t able to schedule as many practices. However,
the practices were so much better in terms of preparation. I bought
flags to help the defense. Kooper Poorbaugh and I created our
defensive scheme. Josh Pardo and Caleb Erwin focused on the
offensive playbook.”
Halftime featured a great performance from the senior boys.
With the help of the senior cheerleaders, they presented an
amazing astronaut cheer routine. The crowd went wild and loved
it. After the performance, senior Mathew Nelson was crowned
King of the Knights of the Round Table.
“To be standing beside three fantastic guys such as Noah,
Neely, and Landon was such an honor,” Nelson said. “It was an
honor to even be nominated for the Knights of the Round Table.”


POWDERPUFF KING
Mathew Nelson
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Young
Marchers
Take the
Field!
North Raleigh Christian Academy
offers middle school band students an
exceptional and exciting opportunity that
is not usually found at other schools. Some
earn the privilege of being in our school’s
varsity-level marching band.
At the end of each school year, Mr.
Barley, the NRCA Marching Band Director,
and Mr. Burk, the NRCA Director of
Bands, hold a spring marching band camp.
For middle school instrumentalists, this is
their tryout for marching band. If selected,
they become part of the award-winning
Marching Knights.
The Marching Knights’ season launches
with summer band camp for the two
weeks before school begins in August.
Practices continue throughout the season.
The Marching Knights contribute both
music and spirit to the excitement at home
football games as they perform before the
game, at halftime, and in the stands during
the game.

Most years, the band participates in
up to three competitions on Saturdays
in the fall. This year, it was exciting to
participate in one after having none last
year. The middle school students help make
the band successful at those competitions.
The Marching Knights won the following
awards in their division at the Pinecrest
Band Fest on October 2: 2nd place in
music, 2nd place in percussion, 1st place
marching and manufacturing, and 2nd
place overall. Their final performance of
the season will be marching in the Raleigh
Christmas Parade on Saturday, November
20.
The band directors point their marchers
to Christ, encouraging them to play for God
and His glory. The mentoring provided to
band members is not just in musicianship
and marching, but more importantly for
their walks with Christ. 

Owen McRoy

Parker Gay

6th Grade
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“The opportunity for middle school students
to be part of the marching band offers a unique
experience at NRCA. These students not only
have the opportunity to participate in a varsity
level activity, but to also gain experience that
will enable them to lead with confidence and
competence as upperclassman. The longevity
of the program through middle school and
high school also allows for the development of
strong long-term relationships across multiple
grade levels.
Our middle school students once again
contributed greatly during the 2021 season
in a way that not only provided entertaining
shows, but was also able to compete
successfully against exclusively high school
bands from much larger schools. We could not
be more proud of their successes this year!"

“We are blessed here at NRCA to have the
opportunity to incorporate in Marching Band,
which is a HS varsity activity, middle schoolers
who not only help with numbers and filling
out sections but really contribute. They
contribute at home football games as well
as competitions where they march against all
high schoolers and are always competitive.
I don't think that would be possible with
most varsity activities. I often tell some of
our middle schoolers they will have several
years of experience marching by the time
they reach high school, when most are just
beginning marching band. We appreciate and
thank God for our middle schoolers!”
- Mr. Le Roy Barley, NRCA High School Band Director &
Marching Band Director

- Mr. Jim Burk, NRCA Director of Bands

“It has been a joy cheering on the middle
schoolers in marching band! These students
have worked hard to learn new music as
well as learn the intricacies of how to march.
My favorite part is watching them form
friendships with each other and with the high
school students...marching band is definitely
a family with God at its center!”
-Corissa Yount, Band Parent and Volunteer

“Marching band is like a family. Everyone is
looking out for one another. The older kids
mentor you. I love marching band because
it feels like a family.”
-Nathan Yount, 7th Grade, Mellophone

"Marching band is really fun and the older
members are very helpful and encouraging."

"Marching band is the life of many things:
dedication, determination, happiness, and
hard work. The people you spend time with,
no matter what age, will always stay close
to you through the years of friendship, and
that’s the harmony of a band."

-Victoria Comer, 12th grade, Percussion Captain/
Drumline Captain

-Owen McRoy, 6th Grade, Drumline

“I enjoy marching band so much. All the
‘veterans’ make sure we have a lot of fun.
Even if we’re practicing music or laying down
drill for our shows, they make sure it isn’t
boring. The band has almost become my
second family with all their love and support
towards me.”

“While many high school marching bands
are skeptical about having middle schoolers,
our program allows us to be able to train and
prepare them early so that when they get to
high school they will be better equipped to
contribute to the program. It’s so rewarding
getting to see young marchers grow and
develop into leaders who influence our band
for the better.”

-Abby Solomon, 8th Grade, Clarinet

-Makenna Kennedy, 7th Grade, Percussion

“It is fun being able to march and play at
the same time. Sometimes I feel like I don’t
know anything, and I will mess up, but the
high schoolers always help me. It is fun to
be part of the marching band group because
everyone is always in a good mood.”

- Max Hammer, 12th grade, Field Commander

-Parker Gay, 7th Grade, Trombone

By: Melinda Comer, MS English Teacher

7th Grade

“I have been in marching band since sixth
grade, and I have enjoyed every moment.
From the music we played, to the people I
got to play with, it was a unique experience.
When I started, I was only 4' 7" and played
a bass drum. High schoolers from other
bands came up to me at competitions to
ask how old I was. When I told them my
age, they were impressed that NRCA had
middle school students that march. This led
the other schools to cheer for us and want
to see us succeed.
Being in marching band as long as I have,
I have seen my older peers who mentored
me grow up and graduate. Now that I am a
senior, I see myself in the middle schoolers,
and it gives me the desire to help them in the
way that I was helped.”

Makenna Kennedy
7th Grade

Nathan Yount
7th Grade

Morgan Hanks
8th Grade

Abby Soloman
8th Grade
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CREATED TO BE CREATIVE
A

rt, Graphic Design, Yearbook, and Photojournalism are all types
of visual art classes that are offered to students at NRCA. NRCA
teachers are extremely skilled and passionate about what they
teach, and the visual arts classes are no exception.
“This is my 19th year teaching at NRCA and 19th year as yearbook
adviser,” Yearbook Advisor Ms. Suzanne Lyczkowski said. “I also started
the photojournalism curriculum in 2003 and have taught it up until
recently (now taught by Mrs. Armstrong). I have loved photography
since I was a child and have enjoyed having the opportunity to learn
and grow in the skill throughout school.”
Mrs. Stephanie Armstrong, Graphic Design teacher, has been
in the graphic design industry her whole life and is passionate about
the creative field. In her class, students learn image manipulation,
typography, and multimedia skills used to assist in online and print
publications and social media posts, to name a few. Students are not
only able to find and express their creativity, but also to learn skills that
can be applied as they graduate and enter the real world.
“Some of my best college professors were graphic designers
before they were teachers and had ‘real-world’ knowledge to share
about the industry,” Armstrong said. “I hope to do the same for any

of my students who are considering the field of graphic design after
high school. I love seeing the students discover their creative spark
and guiding them to think outside of the box.”
Art is not a new class to NRCA, but Mrs. Erin Day is the newest high
school art teacher. Even though it was not her original plan to become
an art teacher, she has been teaching the subject for 23 years. “My plan
was to become an Art Therapist. God had different plans!” Day said.
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Day first found her love of art one day
when she got a box of crayons for Christmas.
Later, in sixth grade, her art teacher noticed
that she had a gift for art. She now shares that
gift with others, teaching different skills to her
students. Day says the greatest skill she has
learned is the skill of keen observation.
“In order to create, you must first be able
to see,” Day said. “If you want to learn to be
an artist, start by drawing everything you see.
And then draw it again!”
Ms. Leisha Hodgson teaches art from some
elementary classes all the way through AP Art.
Her degree is in Art with a concentration in
Graphic Design, and she was an Art Director
for over 10 years before deciding to move to
education. “I had taught a couple community
college classes and loved teaching. I actually even
volunteered at NRCA and did some special craft/
art projects with my son’s second grade class,
and I enjoyed being in the classroom. Being in
the classroom felt like home to me.”
Hodgson loves being able to share the joy
she finds in creating art with her students. “I
feel as though through those quiet moments of
creativity we can grow closer to God,” Hodgson
said. “There is so much pressure for high school
students today and very little time for most
to just stop and be still. I feel as though art
provides that time. It gives them time to stop
and reflect, think about their day, their favorite
place or memory. Art provides a safe place for
students to share their thoughts and emotions
in a way that sometimes words cannot.”

She says there is something so peaceful
about drawing or coloring or painting, but
she also appreciates how art can be used
across the curriculum. “Many concepts
such as space, shape and form can relate
to mathematics. The study of colors allows
students to learn how different colors bring
about different emotions or thoughts.
Through art classes, students may find their
love for perspective drawing could lead to a
career in architecture or design. A student
who loves science and who loves to draw
may decide to try medical illustration. A
student interested in business will need to
understand color selection, basic typography,

and layout design as they prepare materials
for presentations to clients or peers.”
Each of these teachers loves watching
students develop these creative skills and
then celebrating with them as they see the
work published in the yearbook, on the school
website, or in other school publications.
“It is important for students to have the
opportunity to take classes that can help them
express themselves in creative ways that are not
always possible in traditional class settings,”
Lyczkowski said. “Students can learn valuable skills
in visual arts classes that are directly applicable
to the real world - critical thinking and problem
solving, time management and organizational
skills, budgeting, creativity, communication
and collaboration skills, and so much more.” n
By: ZamZam Ogbonna and Ellis Jones, Shield Staff
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MEGAN LIN
M

egan Lin, NRCA class of 2023, has made
an impact on students and staff through
her artistic talents. Megan’s goals for her
drawing career sprout from her desire to glorify God
through her art and replicate his creation through
her drawing.
“Drawing seems to be something that any average
child would do when given the correct materials, and
so I did when given a ballpoint pen and a piece of
paper,” Lin said. “Perhaps something about drawing
I simply found pleasant.”
Most recently, Lin has taken her abilities and used
them to bless others. Last year, she created beautiful
custom Christmas ornaments for each teacher based
on their subject. For Dr. Beatty, she created a Macbeth
ornament; for Mrs. Bailey, she created a U.S. History
ornament; and for Dr. Evans, she made a biologythemed ornament. Surprisingly, Lin rarely practices
for her pieces, preferring to let them take shape as
she works.
“Taking time to practice for the sake of
improvement is something I seldom do. It is simply
a matter [of] starting first and figuring it out along the
way,” Lin said. “And it's not like I am always able to
do it right the first time. It is only after a continuous
use of a certain medium that I become familiar with
them, and this familiarity allows me to manipulate
the materials to suit whatever effect I have in mind.
Essentially, there is no ‘practice first, and then work
on actual piece,’ but every piece is, in a sense, practice
to me.”
Lin plans to further her art skills as long as God
wills it and hesitates to set limitations on herself in
order to strive in God’s glory.
“If I see a lovely thing in nature, be it a duck,
moth, or lizard, I’d love to copy its forms so as to
take in more effectively its God-given beauty,” Lin
said. “If I have to sketch something out to help me
write a description, or create a painting as a gift for
somebody, these skills I may utilize still. So long as
in every stroke I acknowledge the Lord and seek to
please Him, He [will] direct my path.” 
By: Aiden Paunovich, Shield Staff
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A HILARIOUS ROMANTIC COMEDY

B

eginning this past August, the
cast of The Importance of Being
Earnest embarked upon a journey
to bring to life the characters and plot of
this timely romantic comedy. Under Mr.
Roberts’ direction, the actors began to
search out the back stories and develop
character arcs. The cast is led by seniors
Ashley Cook and Daniel Bourbonnais

along with junior Parker Chapin and
sophomore Brighton Evans. All this hard
work is coming to fruition next week
as the fall play finally opens. With Mr.
Gardner’s design, the stage crew, under the
direction of the stage manager Rosemary
Camden, has built a lovely abstract set that
will delight audiences and help the play to
move quickly through the three different

settings. The production will feature
colorful costumes from the 1890s along
with lighting and sound provided by
Mr. Pizzino and the student technicians
under the direction of student
technical director Austin Haynes.
Our student artists have enjoyed
preparing to present this hilarious
romantic comedy! 
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