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There are many new faces around NRCA
this year. We are extremely excited to
have these new staff members join us
and look forward to them making an
impact in the classroom. Enjoy reading
a little bit about them and pray for them
during this new transition.
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER

Leane Cahoon

I am an NC girl! I grew up in
Kinston, NC, but my family
and I have been in Raleigh
for 22 years. I am married to
my middle school sweetheart
(Craig) and have an 11th
grade son (Ian), a 4th grade daughter (Evelyn
Grace) and a sweet little Yorkie puppy (Leia).
I am a graduate of East Carolina University
with degrees in Theater Arts Education and
Professional Acting and hold my NC Preschool
Credentials and NC Preschool Administration
Credentials. I’ve taught preschool for 5 years,
middle school for 4 years, and high school for
2 years. I owned and operated a theater-arts
track out camp for 13 years and have served
as Northpark Church’s preschool ministry
coordinator for 14 years. In my free time I
enjoy spending time with friends and working
in my garden. I’m a beach-loving mom that
enjoys coffee and traveling (without my
children)!

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER

Amber Huffman

Hello! My name is Amber
Huffman, and I will be
teaching Kindergarten this
year at NRCA! I have a B.S. in
Interdisciplinary Studies with
concentrations in Education,
Psychology, and Religion. After being an
early childhood educator for 16 years, I am
very excited to be teaching students in lower
elementary! My favorite part of teaching is
being able to partner alongside students and
their families in building a strong foundation
in Christ and their academic abilities.
I have been married to my husband, Chad,
for 16 years, and we have 4 children. My family
and I love to travel and explore new places
together! We especially love spending time
hiking and exploring different parks.

2ND GRADE TEACHER

Heidi McIntosh
My name is Heidi McIntosh.
I graduated from the
University of North Carolina
at Greensboro with a degree
in Elementary Education
and a concentration in
Philosophy. I have taught in the classroom
for a total of 6 years in kindergarten and first
grade. I love teaching and watching children
learn and grow. I am originally from the coast
of NC. I grew up in a small town called Cape
Carteret. I relocated to Raleigh, NC, after
college where I found my home church and
met my husband. We have two sons, Aiden
(3) and Mason (2). We are very involved in
children’s ministry at Cross Assembly, and my
husband and I run the fine arts program. I am
very excited to be a part of the NRCA family
and can’t wait to see what this year holds.
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2ND GRADE TEACHER

4TH GRADE TEACHER

Hi, my name is Melissa
Tilton. I grew up in New
Hampshire and moved down
to North Carolina in 2018 to
find warmer weather!
Before relocating, I was an
elementary teacher in the Christian school
that I attended from 6th to 12th grade. I
graduated from Pensacola Christian College
with a degree in Elementary Education and a
minor in Physical Education. I taught for 13
years, mostly grades 1st-3rd, also taught PE,
and coached cross country running and tennis.
God placed a love for children in my heart
when I was in high school, and I just knew I
wanted to be a teacher! I love seeing a child
light up when they’ve learned something new,
and it’s so fulfilling to impact young lives for
Christ.
The outdoors has always been a place
where I am quite comfortable, and I enjoy
any recreation, whether it be hiking, biking,
or exploring new places! But, then again,
sometimes I just sit in my pjs and talk to my
two cats!

Over the last twenty years I
have taught in classrooms,
churches, local parks, online,
and abroad. I hold a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Elementary,
Early Childhood and Special
Education from Temple University, a Master
of International Studies and Organizational
Management from North Carolina State
University, and certifications in English as a
Second Language, Nature Based Instruction,
and designing Natural Learning Environments.
I love to travel and have had the pleasure of
spending time in the Czech Republic, Poland,
Germany, Hungary, and Mozambique. Born
and raised in New Jersey, I’ve called North
Carolina home since 2003. I currently live
in Wake Forest with my husband (Derek),
son (Alexander) who is in second grade
at NRCA, and our cocker spaniel (Wren).
My favorite place to be is outdoors where
you can find me running, reading, biking,
gardening, or kayaking. Having come to the
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and his
immeasurable love, in my youth, I have had
decades to delight in the goodness of God
reflected in nature, in culture and in God’s
written word. And I can’t wait to have 10,000
years more to sing his praise!

Melissa Tilton

3RD GRADE TEACHER

Alisa Dean

My name is Alisa Dean, and I
am thrilled to be joining the
NRCA family! I am married
to my high school sweetheart
Jason, and we have three
children: Evan (9th grade),
Emerson (7th grade), and Ella (4th grade). I
graduated from Meredith College with a B.A.
degree in Religion and Elementary Education.
I taught in the public schools for five years
before taking a season off to stay home
with my kids. When my youngest started
kindergarten, I went back to work at her school
as an instructional assistant. My favorite thing
about teaching is building relationships with
my students and watching their excitement as
they learn something new. A fun fact about
me and my family is that we enjoy hiking to
waterfalls in the North Carolina mountains.
We have a list of 100 waterfalls we would
like to visit, and this summer we crossed off
number 70!

Charity VanHorn

4TH GRADE TEACHER

Melissa Welch

Since I graduated from
Pensacola Christian College
with a degree in Elementary
Education, I have had the
privilege of teaching a variety
of grades and subjects,
including Elementary Computer, 3rd Grade,
and Middle School Math and Bible, in Florida,
Virginia, and North Carolina. Most recently,
I taught PreK last year at NRCA. I have loved
each season that God has placed me. I am
passionate about 3 things: teaching kids to
love learning, discipling them to love Jesus,
and showing them that they are loved no
matter what.
I am married to Clayton Welch who is a
Raleigh Firefighter and on staff at The Passage
Church. We have 3 children here at NRCA:
Haven (5th Grade), Titus (3rd Grade), Mercy
(1st Grade). In my free time I like to take
photographs, spend time outdoors, and make
memories with my family. I am thrilled to be
able to join the NRCA family and fabulous
4th grade.
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5TH GRADE TEACHER

Katie Martin

I have been an NRCA parent
for 6 years and am so excited
to be a part of the NRCA
family this year as a teacher.
I have a degree in Elementary
Education from CarsonNewman University in Tennessee and have
taught a variety of ages and contexts for 10+
years. I was a 4th grade teacher at Leesville
Elementary, a 3-year-old preschool teacher,
and a 6th grade teacher for a homeschool class.
However, my favorite teaching position was
homeschooling my children for 6 years. I have
a heart to teach and train the next generation
to know and love Jesus above all else.
My husband and I were in youth ministry in
Richmond, Virginia, for 6 years before moving
to the Raleigh area in 2012. We, along with
another family, planted a church in Rolesville
in 2013. For the last 8 years, God has been
growing and strengthening His church, and it
has been a joy to have a front row seat in this
ministry. We love our church family and love
being a part of God’s mission. My husband and
I have been blessed with 4 wonderful children:
Micah (10th grade), Caleb (8th grade), Haleigh
(6th grade), and Annie (kindergarten). Our
favorite things to do as a family is hiking,
boating, playing sports, and going to the beach.

6TH GRADE BIBLE TEACHER

Bruce Rosario

I am a native of Pollocksville,
North Carolina. I graduated
from Bethel College, a private
liberal arts Christian school
in North Newton, Kansas. I
earned my Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Bible & Religion and minor in
Music performance. In August 2020, I was
ordained and now serve as a worship leader
and traveling minister within my local church.
I am passionate about preaching the good
news and am very excited about ministering
this year at NRCA.

SPANISH TEACHER

Paulette Schulte
I was born and raised in New
York and New Jersey but have
been living in Wake Forest
since 2015. My husband, Ken,
and I have been married for
29 years and have two adult
daughters. After graduating from Rutgers
University with a degree in Marketing, I began
working in international business. Later, I was
blessed to be a full-time mom for eight years
and wanted to share her love for language. I
have taught Spanish for the past 12 years in
New Jersey and North Carolina public schools.
I serve as the women’s ministry leader at my
church and lead Bible studies in my free time.
I am excited that the Lord has led me to be a
part of the NRCA family!
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ART TEACHER (UPPER ELEM/MS & HS)

OFFICE ASSISTANT

I am a daughter of the Most
High King, wife to Mike,
and mom to four wonderful
daughters. I have been
studying art formally since
I was 12 years old, which
equates to a very long time! I have a B.F.A.
in Art Education with a concentration in
Ceramics and a minor in Psychology. I have
been teaching Art since 2000 and have taught
in every setting possible- from preschool to
adult, public, private, etc.
I have spent the last 11 years homeschooling.
My oldest has graduated and now attends
Campbell University. I will be bringing my
three other daughters to NRCA: a Senior, 8th
and 6th grader. I am excited to be following
the LORD in this new season.

I come to NRCA with a
military background, serving
as an Army Lieutenant and
Captain in the Medical
Service Corps. Post-Army,
I have served in various
leadership positions as an Army volunteer.
I currently serve as our head golf coach for
the girls and boys varsity golf teams. I am the
proud mother of two amazing daughters, both
NRCA graduates and three step-sons, who
are current NRCA high school and middle
school students. I will teach our Leadership
and Service elective class for our high school
students and work as an office assistant.

DANCE INSTRUCTOR

I grew up in Louisville,
Kentucky, where I attended a
Christian school. Immediately
after graduation, I attended
Jefferson Community and
Technical College, a division
of the University of Kentucky, and earned an
associate degree in Business Management.
From there, I transferred to Pensacola Christian
College, where I earned a bachelor’s degree in
Communications. During my first semester at
Pensacola, I met my now husband of 26 years.
We dated the entire time we were there and got
married immediately after graduation. While
at Pensacola, I worked for Abeka Books as an
editor for several history and English texts.
When we got married and moved to Raleigh,
I became an English and history teacher at a
Christian school in Zebulon. I fell in love with
teaching and eventually earned my master’s
degree in Secondary Education from Grand
Canyon University. After moving to Charlotte,
then to Birmingham, and teaching for 20 years,
we came back to the Raleigh area 5 years ago
and enrolled our son in NRCA. I signed up to
host an international student, which has proven
to be life changing. Within a few months, I
became a coordinator for the international
program, and for the past four years, I have
been working with the international students
and host families, and we have hosted five
students. My son Sam is now 20 years old and
we are empty nesters. I’m so excited to be a
part of NRCA in the college counseling role,
and I am looking forward to working with
all the wonderful staff and families of NRCA.

Erin Day

Hunter Rose

I am a graduate of North
Carolina State University,
where I earned my degree in
Business Administration.I
have engaged in formal dance
instruction for 15 years. For
the last four years, I have instructed high
school and middle school dance students in
contemporary, jazz, character, hip-hop, and
tribal funk at Expressions of Worship Dance
Studio, where I currently reside as the head
of marketing. I believe that dance can be
used as an instrument of worship and desire
my students to grow in technique, skill, and
challenging choreography and learn to use
their dance to glorify Christ.

Aug. 23

Senior Parent Meeting

Aug. 23

1st/2nd Grade Orientation

Aug. 24

3rd/4th Grade Orientation

Aug. 26

5th/6th Grade Orientation

Wesley Bauguess
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SCHOOLWIDE THEME

DIRECTOR OF COLLEGE COUNSELING

Susan Etheridge

God Is Good All The Time,
And All The Time God Is Good!

THEME VERSE
“Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in
the land, and feed on His faithfulness.”
PSALM 37:3

QUOTES
“Goodness is the ONLY investment
that never fails.”
- HENRY DAVID THOREAU

“Live in such a way that if people should see you,
they see God’s goodness in you.”
- ANONYMOUS

“Wisdom has its root in Goodness.”
- RALPH WALDO EMERSON

“Do all the good you can and make as little
fuss about it as possible.”
- CHARLES DICKENS

