
AP Lit & Comp. - 12        Mrs. Canady (J220) 
Summer Reading Project – 2021      scanady@nrcaknights.com 
 
Welcome to AP Lit!!!  This year you will be reading some great works of literature! Starting with a choice 
of novels!  You are to select one of the following 2 books for your summer read.   
 
Selections:  All the Light We Cannot See! - Anthony Doerr     

      Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (for and Pride and Prejudice buffs!) 
 
As you read, you should annotate your book for discussions, group work, and writing when school starts.  
We will be using these novels as a starting point for our dive into literary analysis.  When you finish 
reading, you should select from the prompts below- 2 from Section A and 3 from Section B.  

• A good paragraph is one that answers the prompt using specific details for evidence (and 
parenthetical citations) and then gives analysis on the claim and evidence to respond to the 
prompt.  Answer should be complete explanations that demonstrate AP level work. 

 
• All responses should be typed using MLA format including Name, Teacher’s name, Class, and 

date as the heading on first page. Owl Purdue is a good source for any questions. 
 
Part A: Choose two of the following prompts.  Please label the essay with the number of the prompt you 

are responding to. 
1. A character’s success in achieving goals often depends on keeping a secret and divulging it only 

at the right moment, if at all. Briefly explain the necessity for secrecy for the character in the 
novel and how the character’s choice to reveal or keep the secret affects the plot and 
contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. 

2. Characters are often caught between 2 colliding cultures -national, regional, ethnic, religious, 
institutional—which can call a sense of identity into question. Choose a character who 
encounters a cultural collision from the novel; describe the character’s response and explain its 
relevance to the work as a whole. 

3. Often characters are said to possess, “The outward existence which conforms, the inward life 
that questions.” Identify a character who outwardly conforms while questioning inwardly and 
analyze how this tension between outward conformity and inward questioning contributes to 
the meaning of the work. 

4. In many novels, past events can affect, positively or negatively, a character’s present activities, 
attitudes, or values. Choose a character who must content with the aspect of the past, either 
personal or societal, and explain how the character’s relationship to the past contributes to the 
meaning of the work. 

5. In some works of literature, childhood and adolescence are portrayed as times graced by 
innocence and a sense of wonder; in other works, they are depicted as times of tribulation and 
terror. Explain how the novel’s representation of childhood or adolescence shapes the meaning 
of the work as a whole. 

6. “Home” may be conceived as a dwelling, a place, or a state of mind. It may have positive or 
negative associations that hold a considerable influence of an individual. Choose a character 
who leaves home yet finds that home remains significant. Analyze the importance of “home” to 
this character and the reasons for its continuing influence. Explain how the character’s idea of 
home illuminates the meaning of the work. 

7. A Bildungsroman or coming of age novel, recounts the psychological or moral development of 
its protagonist from youth to maturity, when this character recognizes his/her place in the 
world. Select a single pivotal moment in the psychological or moral development of the 



protagonist of the novel and analyze how that single moment shapes the meaning of the work 
as a whole. 

8. It is often said that what we value can be determined only by what we sacrifice.  From the novel, 
select a character who has deliberately sacrificed, surrendered, or forfeited something in a way 
that highlights that character’s values.  Then analyze how the particular sacrifice illuminates the 
character’s values and provides a deeper understanding of the meaning of the work as a whole. 

 
Part B: Choose three of the following prompts. Label by number which questions you choose. 

1. If you could change any part of the novel, what would it be and why? 
2. What do you think is the most significant scene in the book and why? 
3. Who do you think id the most intriguing character in the book and why? 
4. What is one interesting feature of the writing style, plot structure, or perspective that stands out 

in this novel? How does it impact the overall meaning of the work? 
5. What is something in the plot that surprised you? Thinking back, are there any “clues” you may 

have missed leading up to this surprise? 
6. Would you recommend this novel to others? Why or why not? 
7. What unanswered questions did the novel leave you with? How did this impact your overall 

impression of the novel? 
8. Which character demonstrated the most growth throughout the novel? Explain. 

 


