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 This past week, NRCA received honor 
and recognition from WRAL’s sixth annual 
Voters’ Choice Awards, winning Voters’ 
Choice for Private School, Voters’ Choice for 
School Administrator (Mr. Danny Watkins), 
while also having two faculty members, Mrs. 
Debbie Shelton and Mrs. Anonda Nepa, in 
the running for Voters’ Choice for a School 
Teacher. WRAL, which revealed finalists 
back in October of 2020, administered voting 
through their website until late November, and 
recently announced the results in a virtual 
awards ceremony.  The Voters’ Choice Awards 
are a great way for local businesses, schools, 
and people to be recognized for their hard 
work and dedication. 
  “This recognition is a true honor, but 
it also affirms how God can use teachers, 
administrators, and Christian schools to 
further His Kingdom. NRCA is blessed to 
be used by God to impact our students, 
families, and the Raleigh community through 
Kingdom Education,” Dr. Kevin Mathes, 
NRCA Superintendent, said. 
  North Raleigh Christian Academy in its 
25th year of ministry, dates to where it all 
started at Mount Vernon Baptist Church in 
1996. NRCA strives for Kingdom Education, 
effectively equipping students, not just in 
academics, but also in living out their faith 
in everyday life. Even in the midst of a global 
pandemic, NRCA has proven to be the “Best 
Private School” to the public voters of the 
Triangle. 

  “I believe that there are a lot of distinguishing 
characteristics of NRCA that set us apart from 
other private schools, but I believe the most 
impactful one is that NRCA is a distinctively 
Christian School,” Mathes said. “Also, along 
the same lines is that NRCA is a Kingdom 
Education school.  Kingdom Education is 
a partnership between the Christian Home, 
the Christian Church, and the Christian 
School. Each distinct partnership in 
Kingdom Education has a unique role in that 
partnership.  Lastly, I think our faculty and 
staff sets NRCA apart, in that they truly have 
a heart for students. Mr. Watkins is a perfect 
example.” 
  Mr. Danny Watkins has been a key part 
of North Raleigh since the beginning of the 
school in 1996. He graduated from Campbell 
University in 1977 with a degree in history and 
later went back to “one of the most fabulous 
places in the world” to get his master’s degree 
in history.  
  “I never remember a time where I was 
not interested in history. I grew up on a 
street full of teachers and professors, always 
surrounded in a community where education 
was stressed- I had a huge respect for teachers,” 
Watkins said. “November 22, 1963 was the 
exact day I became enthralled with history. 
Our own President of the United States had 
been assassinated, and all I wanted to do 
was learn and know more. Furthermore, my 
grandmother also sparked [my interest] in 
history when I was a young child. She bought 
a book on presidents, and I learned all of 
them in order long before I could even read. 

History gets me so excited and teaching the 
best students in the world is the highlight of 
my day,” Watkins said.  
  Watkins is married to his wife, Karen 
Watkins, and has one child, Danielle Watkins. 
He also serves as the Chairman of Deacons 
at Rolesville Baptist Church. For the first two 
years of his career at North Raleigh, Watkins 
was the high school facilitator, then, in his 
third year, became the first high school 
principal. Watkins has made a significant 
impact in the environment at North Raleigh.  
  “Mr. Watkins has over 40 years of experience 
in Christian Education and has served NRCA, 
faithfully for ALL 25 years of our ministry. 
[He] truly has a heart for students, and one of 
his greatest gifts is, no matter who is standing 
in front of him, they are the most important 
person to him in that moment. He genuinely 
cares and has a heart for his friends. Whether 
during normal school hours or during the 
summer, Mr. Watkins is always fulfilling 
NRCA’s mission of impacting our society for 
Christ,” Mathes said.  
  When Watkins heard he was nominated 
for the award, he was shocked. WRAL 
interviewed him via Zoom for what he 
thought was just about his nomination, but 
actually, they brought him on to announce 
his win for “School Administrator.”  
  “I was absolutely shocked and had no clue. 
I was even surprised I was nominated, and 
it never even crossed my mind that I would 
actually be chosen. I would have never even 
been in this position if it weren’t for Dr. Sherrill 
asking me to take this role as high school 

principal years ago - it has been the honor of 
my life to be able to serve in that capacity,” 
Watkins said. “But this award isn’t about me. 
It is about what God has done through North 
Raleigh and how God has blessed me with an 
enormous amount of energy and passion. His 
divine and sovereign will has allowed me to be 
a small part of the miracle of North Raleigh 
Christian Academy. I have served with the 
most talented and dedicated group of faculty, 
and the kids are my absolute joy. I have the 
world’s best job!” Watkins said.  
  North Raleigh also had two elementary 
school teachers nominated for Voters’ Choice 
for School Teachers: third grade teachers Mrs. 
Anonda Nepa in her 6th year of teaching and 
Mrs. Debbie Shelton in her 13th. Nepa and 
Shelton were both finalists for the award, and 
Shelton ultimately earned third place.  
  NRCA is honored to be recipient of WRAL’s 
Voters’ Choice for Private Schools, School 
Administrator and in the standings for two 
of our School Teachers.  
  “I hope we represent the Lord well as an 
academic institution with biblical integration 
desiring to produce lifelong learners who are 
equipped to go out and make an impact for 
Christ,” Watkins said. “I can only hope and 
pray that is what the recognition is; we just 
want to see Christ high and lifted up.” 
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