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WORLDWIDE
PANDEMIC

COVID-19

COVID-19

An Attitude of Gratitude in the Midst  
of a Worldwide Pandemic

First, let me say “Thank You” to those who have been on the front 
lines combatting this pandemic on a daily basis. We are incredibly 
grateful and blessed by your work.  NRCA is also grateful for 

our parents, students, and teachers partnering with us in Kingdom 
Education.  We thank God for blessing us with the opportunity for 
Remote Education, allowing teachers and students to continue Kingdom 
Education when the world around us came to a grinding halt.

Coronavirus. COVID-19. Quarantine. Stay at Home Order. Terms with 
which we have become all too familiar, terms which brought with them 
the sinking feeling of disappointment in what is and was to come. The 
aspects of life on which we relied so heavily have been halted, and we 
are left with feelings of uncertainty and fear of the unknown. Though 
we feel like we are left with nothing, in reality, we are left with an 
opportunity -- an opportunity to express “An Attitude of Gratitude” 
in the midst of a worldwide pandemic that will ultimately bring glory 
and honor to God. 

The 2019-2020 schoolwide theme is “An Attitude of Gratitude.” The 
definition of gratitude is the quality of being thankful; readiness to 
show appreciation for and to return kindness. Colossians 2:6-7 says, 

“Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and 
established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing 
with gratitude.”  NRCA is firmly rooted in its mission, built up in 
Him, and established in the faith; therefore, the result is an attitude 
overflowing with gratitude.

NRCA is grateful for our parents. You have partnered with us in 
Remote Education in ways you never expected. The time you spend 
with your family in the home is fleeting. Treasure this additional time 
with your children and your spouse. Children grow up, and move out, 
and start their own lives. The day will come when we may long for 
unhurried walks around the neighborhood and unhurried talks around 
the dinner table. Focus on the memories you are making and be grateful 
for this time.

NRCA is grateful for our students. You sacrificed things that you 
shouldn’t have to, and it hurts. But, remember the memories you have 
made and the ones still to be made when this is all over. Athletics, hang 
outs, and in-person social activities were put on hold, but God has a 
plan even in the hardest times. He promises to “restore the years the 

locusts have eaten” ...and they have eaten much in these few months.  
The restoration of these things will come in God’s perfect timing, 
but don’t waste this season of sacrifice. Use it to connect with your 
family and develop a closer relationship with Jesus Christ in ways your 
busy schedule would never have allowed before. Be grateful for your 
relationships and invest in them because those are worth more than 
the things you’ve sacrificed.

NRCA is grateful for our teachers. Thank you for stepping up to 
the challenge in the midst of this pandemic and being flexible in the 
transition to Remote Education. NRCA is grateful for the new technology 
skills you developed. Thank you for exceeding expectations and never 
failing to support your students and their families. You are all amazing. 
Remember, you are making an impact for eternity.

The Coronavirus has the potential to be the biggest miracle this 
generation has ever seen. I firmly believe that the harvest is ripe to 

impact our society for Christ. The one thing, the ONE THING, that 
hasn’t changed from before COVID-19 until now is JESUS. This virus 
provides the opportunity of a lifetime to point the world to Jesus. To 
put down our crazy, busy schedules and focus on Him. To have “An 
Attitude of Gratitude.” To say, “not me, but Jesus.” I can’t wait to see 
how God continues to move in the midst of this worldwide pandemic.

It has been said that if we could possess only one-character trait, then 
gratefulness should be it.  If we are grateful for our authorities, then 
we will obey.  If we are grateful for our friendships, then we will be 
truthful and loyal.  If we are grateful for our treasures and blessings, 
then we will be generous and bless others.  May God bless you and your 
family with an “Attitude of Gratitude in the Midst of this Worldwide 
Pandemic.” 

By: Dr. Mathes, Superintendent
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Leading  Students Leading  Students 
in  a  Digital  Agein  a  Digital  Age

Griffin Gulledge
Director of Marketing & Communications  

Southeastern Seminary

SS
napchat, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok are the new ways that 
students communicate with each other. In 2020 using cellphones, 
tablets, and other devices are more popular than using actual 

face to face communication. This changes the way that Christians must 
spread and receive the Gospel.  
 
“One of the biggest differences in technology in our current generation 
compared to past generations is its growth and consistent presence in 
our lives. We are currently in a world that is commonly described as a 
digital age because we are constantly consuming information via digital 
platforms. As believers, we must be willing to take the time to navigate 
how the presence of this digital media is influencing our lives; both the 
way that we view ourselves and the world around us. We are called to 
engage our community and the people around us with the hope of the 
Gospel. With digital media being such a strong presence in that world, 
it is incredibly important that we are diligent in learning how to best 
navigate those influences as we seek to share the message of the Gospel 
with those in our lives,” Josh Leonard, Student Life Director said. 
 
In order to help explain this change, NRCA brought Griffin Gulledge, 
Director of Marketing and Communications at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Gulledge spoke in a chapel series in February to 
help students work through the changes social media brings. 
 
“This chapel series was divided into two parts: the external representation 
of ourselves over digital media and the internal impact that a constant 
consumption of digital media has on our lives. The goal of this series 
was to begin the conversation with our students on these two topics 
in hopes that those conversations would continue in small groups and 
friend groups throughout campus. The ultimate goal for a series like 
this is for our students to begin thinking through ways that they can 
use their digital media platform to be a light in a dark world seeking 
to point people to Jesus,” Leonard said. 
 
In the modern age there are many differences between the culture and 
Christianity. Gulledge spoke on these issues and tried to help students 
connect the two.  
 
“The biggest difference is how we relate to one another. The temptation 
in the digital age is to make everything about platform and image. Every 
interaction is public or has the potential to become public through a 
screenshot. Because of that, we are tempted to create our own identity 
through the things we post or the recognition we get on Instagram, 
TikTok, or another platform. That’s toxic for our relationships: the 
temptation to use people, the inauthenticity, the unkindness of how 
we relate to each other online are all real problems that stem from 
this. More than anything, it’s toxic to our soul to find our identity in 
anything other than Jesus. The last generation struggled with this too, 
but in vastly different ways. Satan has the same goal for every generation: 

lostness. He just has new methods. Our call to put our trust in Christ 
from generation to generation is the same,” Griffin Gulledge, chapel 
speaker said.  

 The goal for the students is to connect the current culture and their 
Christianity, while still being able to enjoy both.  
 
“My goal was to press students to think hard about why they use social 
media. It’s not inherently bad. But how we use social media is incredibly 
important. I want everyone to ask themselves: what am I seeking in 
this (by likes, clicks, streaks, responses, or reputation) that I should be 
seeking in Jesus instead? What am I chasing in this that’s really empty 
and will leave me miserable? Do I reflect Christ in how and why I use 
this? If we can’t answer those questions in a godly and honest way, we 
are in trouble. I say honest because often we use Christian language 
to justify our actions, but we are just lying to ourselves. Let’s be real 
about this,” Gulledge said.  
 
Gulledge recommends several books to get students thinking about 
why they use social media and how to connect it to their faith.  
 
“I recommend students get honest with themselves about this topic. 
No one lies to us more about this than we lie to ourselves. Honesty is 
the key to doing this in a godly way. There are resources to help, too. 
I recommend the book “12 Ways Your Phone is Changing You” by 
Tony Reinke. Also, to get to the heart of our issue I recommend two 
books that aren’t too big: “Free of Me: Why Life Is Better When It’s Not 
about You” by Sharon Hodde Miller and “Glory Hunger” by JR Vassar. 
For girls, I’d also recommend: “Identity Theft: Reclaiming the Truth of 
our Identity in Christ” by Melissa Kruger and “The Imperfect Disciple: 
Grace for People Who Can’t Get Their Act Together” by Jared C. Wilson. 
Ultimately, I don’t want to recommend a bunch of stuff about phones; 
I want to recommend a bunch of stuff about Jesus and knowing Him. 
That’s what’s most important,” Gulledge said.  
 
The ultimate goal of the series was to open students’ eyes and help them 
see what they can do to make their experience on social media better.  
 
“My heart for our students is always that they would come to understand 
the hope that they have in Christ; that their view of themselves and the 
world around them would always be seen through the lens of Scripture. 
I pray that this chapel series gave our students further insight on how 
to view this digital age in light of what God has said and that they will 
continue to have further discussions on how to best use their digital 
platform to serve Him,” Leonard said. 
 

By: Nia White, Shield Senior Editor 

The temptation in the digital age is to make everything 
about platform and image. Every interaction is public or has 

the potential to become public through a screenshot.
-GRIFFIN GULLEDGE ""

““
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As NRCA transitions to remote education, 
they also have begun online chapel services. 
Every Thursday a new chapel is uploaded. 

Before starting remote education, the senior-led 
chapel series was about to start, led by the following 
six seniors to share their testimony in front of the 
student body: McKenzie Chapman, Katy Ross, 
Jasmine Lazer, John Dubia, John French, and Sam 
Breazeale. 
  “Speaking in chapel was such a great 
opportunity, and I’m so happy to have been selected 
to share with the student body. Although I couldn’t 
speak to you all in the Fine Arts Center, I still feel 
like I was able to successfully convey the message 
on my heart!” Dubia said. 
  Before the senior series, Mr. Leonard led the 
first chapel, speaking from Philippians. He focused 
on God being our joy, provision, and peace during 
this time of uncertainty. Mr. Leonard also led the 
final remote chapel, speaking from Luke. He talked 
about what it looked like to live “counter-culturally” 
as a Christian today.  
  “Our seniors who shared with us during this 
series did an incredible job adjusting to the change 
from speaking to their peers in the Fine Arts Center 
to recording themselves for a remote chapel. I 
cannot thank them enough for their willingness 
to accommodate those changes and be faithful to 
sharing all that God led them to share. Additionally, 
Mary Stanford Austin and Landon Wiggs both 
volunteered to record themselves leading worship 
for our students and families which was an 
incredible blessing as we prepared to hear from the 
speakers each week. Finally, Mr. Pizzino and Mrs. 
Blom did a fantastic job taking all of the recordings, 
putting them together, and then distributing them 
to our entire school community,” Mr. Leonard, 
Student Life Director, said. 

  Another important part of chapel is worship. 
Prior to the chapel services, two juniors, Mary 
Stanford Austin and Landon Wiggs volunteered to 
record themselves from their homes. Additionally, 
some recordings of this year’s Chapel Praise Band 
were used. 
  “I’m so thankful that I was still able to lead 
NRCA in a time of worship during these unknown 
times. It’s important that we praise God through 
any circumstance, so leading worship online has 
given me a sense of joy that we can still praise Him 
from our homes,” Austin said.  
  In addition to chapel, students were encouraged 
to engage virtually through the NRCA Student Life 
Instagram page.  Before remote chapels began, a 
different teacher would share their testimony on 
the Instagram page every morning. A staff olympics 
and a virtual spirit week were also held to encourage 
community among NRCA students and families.  
  “While we were first transitioning everything 
for classes to remote education, we knew that it 
would be unlikely that we could immediately have 
virtual chapel too. One of the primary ways that 
we sought to initiate spiritual conversations with 
each other was through morning devotionals led by 
our teachers and some of our small group leaders. 
Each morning, one of our faculty members would 
share a brief devotional on our @NRCAStudentLife 
Instagram page to encourage our students and 
their families. This provided a great opportunity 
each morning for us all to hear from some of our 
teachers and be encouraged before starting our 
day,” Leonard said.  
 

By: Ashley Humphrey, Shield Editor

REMOTE

CHAPELS

NRCA
vimeo.com/nrcaknights/videos

In October 2019, Dr. Mathes was pleased to announce that the school 
was welcoming a new addition to campus security as NRCA had 
contracted with the Raleigh Police Department to provide an officer 

to patrol our campus, both inside and out, during normal school hours. 
  “Although NRCA’s campus security has been effective through the 
years, student safety is always a priority,” Dr. Mathes said. 
  The officers have provided an increased sense of security within 
the school, but one officer has seen some benefits, as well, as he patrols 
the halls. 
  “We have to be active while on duty at the school.  My phone keeps 
track of my steps.  I find that I usually take about 10,000 to 17,000 steps 
a day,” Officer Gratz said.  

  Many students see the police officers walking the halls, and some 
students have made an effort to start a conversation with them and 
make them feel welcome.  
  “The elementary and middle schoolers are usually more surprised, 
but the high schoolers are a bit more calm and make us feel welcome,” 
one officer commented. 
 NRCA thanks the Raleigh PD and the officers that patrol the school 
for their willingness to protect our school, our administration, our staff, 
and our students. 
  “We are grateful for our relationship with the Raleigh Police 
Department to add this additional level of security,” Dr. Mathes said.  
  By: Mathew Nelson, Shield Staff

Raleigh Police Appreciation

Keeping our Students Safe
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When NRCA junior Jaylin John started helping Myra’s 
Angels Foundation at the group’s launch event in April 
2018, he did not know much about the challenges faced by 

foster children and homeless children. His mom started the founda-
tion, and through his work with her, he learned that he could make a 
difference. 
 “Most kids who are in the foster care system bounce around 
from home to home,” John said. “[Many times], foster parents are not 
fortunate enough to fully provide for their foster child. Without the 
main essentials that we provide, they are often left in need of help.” 
 The foundation provides Angel Care bags – bags filled with 
items necessary for the care of those most vulnerable. 
 “Angel Care bags are bags full of essential items such as soap, 
lotion, toys, outfits and more. They are mainly for foster and home-
less kids out there in the world that are in need of any and all types of 
support and help that they can get,” John said. 
 Much like everything else, COVID-19 has changed the needs 
and the outreach ability for Myra’s Angels.  For the group, John said, 
social media has been important. 
 “During this time of trials, we, of course, had to add masks to 
the Angel Care bags and drop them off at the locations of the foster 
and homeless children without any contact with them,” John said.  
“Myra and her main partner Nicole Lane have been packing the 
Angels Care bags with masks and gloves. The amount of volunteers 
is now limited as well. Fortunately, I’m still able to help at home with 
any type of coordination on the social media pages. Things like vid-
eos, pictures and reminders are put on the Instagram and Facebook 
accounts as well as the website itself.” 

  Seeing the positive impact that he has helped to make, John 
now cannot imagine a time when he will not be involved with the 
foundation. 
  “Being involved in Myra’s Angels Foundation has been amaz-
ing and fun. Partaking in such an effort has really impacted me and 
made me want to do more and more. To put aside myself and to 
help my mom spread love and care into the world is everything to 
me,” John said. “In all honesty, I can’t possibly fathom the hardship 
that foster and homeless children are going through, but to be able 
to bring light into the dark abyss of struggle is exactly what I’m here 
for.” 

Angel Care: 
Helping Foster 
and Homeless 
Children

“Being involved in Myra’s Angels 
Foundation has been amazing and 
fun. Partaking in such an effort has 
really impacted me and made me 
want to do more and more. To put 
aside myself and to help my mom 

spread love and care into the world 
is everything to me.”

-JAYLIN JOHN

“

”
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You are the
LIGHT

WORLD
MATTHEW 5:14

of the

NRCA held its first annual Christmas Tree Lighting December 
2 to start off the Christmas season with fellowship and cheer. 
      “If anything fosters goodwill, it’s Christmas, cookies, 

and hot cocoa! The Christmas tree lighting event provided a perfect 
opportunity for the international students to learn about and participate 
in the American holiday traditions of tree lighting, carol singing, and 
of course, ingesting plenty of sugar!” Susan Ethridge, Global Program 
Coordinator said. “Due to our sponsoring [part of] this event, seven 
international students came and participated when they may not have 
done so otherwise. In addition, the event allowed the school community 
to meet some of the international students and learn more about the 
homestay program. We enjoyed the tree lighting and hope to be involved 
in sponsoring this event in the future.” 
  The entire night was an NRCA community effort. The high school 
student council members served candy canes, cookies, and hot chocolate, 
and Trey Murray, Student Chaplain, opened the service in prayer. 
  “I really enjoyed volunteering at the Christmas Tree Lighting, and 
I’m really excited for next year. I feel like the best part of it, for me, was 
when handing out the hot chocolate and cookies, seeing the smiles on 
everyone’s faces, especially the kids. Also seeing everyone enjoying 
the event and having a good time,” Matthew Solomon, 9th grade Class 
Representative, said.  
  The Honors Ensemble, led by Emily Barksdale and Jacob Comer, 
performed several songs. 
In addition to the 20-foot Christmas tree display, a custom on-switch 
was built by Mr. Gardner, Trades and Shop teacher, and painted by 
junior Valentina Becerra. 
  The night concluded with the lighting of the Christmas tree by Dr. 
Mathes, NRCA Superintendent. The tree remained on display through 
the Christmas season. 
  “I thought the event was incredible! It was so well organized, and I 
was so entertained by the fabulous music, the carolers, the lights, hot 
chocolate, and smiles on everyone’s faces,” Michelle Wolins, NRCA 
parent, said. “My heart truly felt the Lord’s presence and the joy of the 
season. I’m so glad NRCA had this event because of the way it brought 
us together as community of parents and students.” 
  NRCA will continue this tradition annually to bring the NRCA 
community together and celebrate the birth of Christ. 
  “It was so wonderful to see so many families celebrating the birth 
of Christ together at NRCA’s first annual Christmas tree lighting. I 
can’t wait to see even more families join us next year,”  Tiffany Benson, 
Alumni and Parent Volunteer Director said. 
 

By Ashley Humphrey, Shield Editor 

NRCA Holds First Annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting
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Chinese New Year
Chinese New Year (also called Lunar New Year or Spring Festival) is 
the most important holiday in China. Similar to Christmas in America, 
the Chinese traditionally celebrate this holiday with lights, decorations, 
festivals, family events, and time off from work. Since our international 
students are far from home and not able to celebrate with their families, 
we like to provide opportunities for them to celebrate here with their 
friends.  

This year, NRCA and TBI-New Oasis provided three opportunities.

On January 10, NRCA and TBI-New Oasis staff, 40 students, including 
34 international students as well as six culture club members, celebrated 
the Chinese New Year season with an authentic dinner at Szechuan 
Taste in Cary, followed by a visit to MILKLAB for flavored teas and 
their amazing rolled ice cream. Afterwards, the group attended the 
beautiful Chinese Lantern Festival, an annual event that transforms the 
Koka Booth Amphitheatre in Cary into a magnificent display of lights, 
lanterns, and cultural aerobic and artistic performances to light up and 
celebrate the holiday season. Our students loved the warm weather, 
delicious food, and of course, the time with friends. After two years 
of doing this successful event, we hope to make it a tradition that will 
continue for many years to come.

On January 25, NRCA provided an evening of dinner and entertainment 
for all international students and their host families at the annual 
International New Year Celebration. After a delicious dinner catered by 
Red Bowl, several students performed song and dance for the audience. 
First, Lucy Chen, Jessy Yang, Joy Yang, Emily Wang, Stella Sun, Camille 
Yu, and Laura Chen sang a lovely Chinese song called “Dear Traveler.” 
Then, Lingling Chen, Jessy Yang, Emily Wang, Grace Yan, Emily Gao, 
and Stella Sun performed a dance mix of 10 songs choreographed by 
Lingling Chen. In a dramatic finish, Mr. and Mrs. Batchelor (Lingling 
and Jessy’s host parents) joined the girls’ dance group, drawing cheers 
from the audience. Finally, Yucheng Zang wowed the crowd by playing 
his own arrangement of Phantom of the Opera on his three keyboard 
synthesizers. After these performances, the group gathered outside and 
enjoyed lighting sparklers!

Finally, to top off the celebrations, TBI-New Oasis provided a student 
favorite-- hot pot parties. Most closely associated with fondue here in 
America, hot pot is a traditional Chinese cooking method in which 
individuals add a variety of foods to a pot of simmering soup on a burner 
on the table. On January 31, the 11-12 grade international students 
went to Great Harvest restaurant in Cary, then spent the evening at 
North Hills, shopping and watching movies. Grades 9-10 had a hot 
pot party at the home of the Batchelor family on February 1, complete 
with karaoke—another favorite activity of the international students.

By: Susan Etheridge, TBI-New Oasis Coordinator

NRCA 
INTERNATIONAL 
PROGRAM

Volunteer Activities
International students have participated in 
two volunteer projects organized for them 
by New Oasis this year. First, on Friday, 
October 11, academic counselor Sunny Lin 
and program coordinators Susan Etheridge 
and Tammy Shipway organized a volunteer 
activity opportunity. The large group of 
students worked at the North Carolina Food 
Bank, sorting potatoes to be donated to those 
less fortunate. All together, they packed 
4833 meals for the food bank. Afterwards, 
the students enjoyed Korean barbecue at 
Seoul Garden, one of their favorite local 
restaurants. Those who participated had 
a great time together working hard and 
helping others.

On November 18, New Oasis Program 
Coordinator Susan Etheridge organized a 
volunteer activity for eight students with 
Refugee Hope Partners.  This wonderful 
ministry reaches an international community 
of refugees from all over the world located 
in the Cedar Point Apartments in North 
Raleigh. In the afternoons, the ministry 
provides homework help to children who 
live in the community. About 80-90 children 
came for help; our students read with the 
children and helped them do their math 
homework. As each child left, they were 
given a bag of Thanksgiving candy that our 
group had prepared for them. 
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Baby
Baby

Great Expectations: An NRCA Baby Boom

As 2020 comes into full swing, several NRCA staff members 
have announced great news: they’re expecting!   
     Dr. Ridlehoover is the twelfth grade Bible teacher. His 

daughter was born on February 1st, making him a father of two girls 
and one boy. 
 “[Being a dad] has been a blessing. It’s really sweet to see how the 
kids love each other. My oldest girl just wants to hold her baby sister 
all of the time,” Ridlehoover said. 
 Mr. Leonard, Student Life Director, welcomed his son on March 3, 
giving his daughter Julia a baby brother.  
 “There is something so beautiful about new life in general,” Leonard 
said. “One being getting to see God’s hand at work in bringing new 
life into the world. The pregnancy journey is one of anticipation and 
excitement.  You’re looking ahead to a lot of really new and different 
things coming up on the horizon, but ultimately, when you get there, 
there’s just something so awe-inspiring to see this young life created 
by God and knowing that you’ve been called and blessed to be a part 
of their journey as their father and mother. The most exciting part of 
that is being able to parent another baby. That is not something that 
Abby, my wife, or I take lightly. We know that we’ve been blessed to be 
able to do that,” Leonard said. 
 Mrs. Sirbaugh is a fifth-grade teacher who welcomed her first child 
– a baby girl – on May 8. 

 “My husband and I are just excited to have a new member of the 
family to love and raise together. We’ve been talking about and have 
wanted to raise kids forever,” Sirbaugh said.  
 Fourth grade teacher Mrs. Walker also welcomed her first, a daugher, 
on May 24.  
 “I have always loved kids, so being able to instill biblical truths and 
teach them things is the most exciting part. Since it’s a girl, I will have a 
little shopping buddy which I’m really excited about, too,” Walker said.  
 Señor Schroer teaches CP and Honors Spanish III and AP Spanish. 
He is expecting his first child in September.  
 “My wife Amanda and I are very excited about our first child! My 
wife has three sisters and I have four siblings, so we have looked forward 
to having children for a long time. I am most excited to teach our kids 
what it means to love God’s Word and follow Christ. It will be fun to 
teach our kids how to grow in the abilities and talents God has given 
them, to love the outdoors and find sports that they like to play, to 
encourage them to pursue learning a second language - I’m thinking 
Spanish - to play guitar or another instrument, and to invest in life-long 
friendships,” Schroer said. 
 NRCA is excited to welcome and celebrate these new lives as they 
come into the world over the next year. 
 

By: Ashley Humphrey, Shield Editor 

Ridlehoover Sirbaugh

Leonard

Schroer Walker
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Education!

Dapper 
Day! 

12

T
H

U
R

S
D

AY

Dress up as your favorite Disney Character for Remote Education!

Disney 
Day! 
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Day! 
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Honor those who have been 

your hero during this time 

of the Stay at Home Order 

by dressing up like them for 

Remote Education!

Quarantine 
Hero Day! 

13As Remote Learning began in March, middle and high school 
NRCA staff found a new way to engage with students with 
the start of the 2020 Staff Olympics.  

  “Miss Benson and I were hoping to find ways to connect and 
engage our students during this time of remote education. We spent 
most of our first week planning out a schedule of ways that we would 
be able to create fun and engaging opportunities for our community 
of students to participate in something together. This was an idea 
that Ms. Benson, myself, and Mr. Roberts thought would be a great 
opportunity for our students to get to cheer on their teachers in a 
March-Madness-style bracket competition,” Student Life Director 
Josh Leonard said. 
  The teachers competed in a variety of events. The winner for each 
round was determined based on the competition itself.  For Monday, 
the teachers competed to see whose paper airplane could travel the 
furthest. Tuesday the winner was whoever could write down the 
most books of the Bible spelled out correctly and in their correct 
order. Wednesday was a best 2 out of 3 of a game called Knight, 
Sword, and Dragon. Thursday, the winner was whoever dressed in 
a theatre costume, sang a Peter Pan line, and removed the costume 
the fastest. Friday, the winner was whoever had the most items when 
they returned from a scavenger hunt in under 5 minutes. 
  Only the winning teachers of each event advanced to the next 
competition. Results were videoed and posted on the NRCA Student 
Life Instagram story where students and parents actively participated 
by voting on each story for which teacher they thought would win. 
  “The Staff Olympics was an amusing way to keep us all connect-
ed during this time of isolation. In between classes, we were able to 
vote on which teacher we thought would win, and during classes we 
discussed the rounds. It carried our competitive spirit into the online 
classroom,” junior Anna Grace Shoaf said.  
  At the end of the week, the competition was narrowed down to 

STAFF OLYMPICSSTAFF OLYMPICS

the final two: Mr. Dean (11th grade English and Spanish teacher) and 
Dr. Evans (9th and 10th grade Biology teacher).  
  “I never step into any field of competition and even consider the 
possibility of losing. I know that whatever I do must be done with all 
of my heart, so I was intent on willing it all,” Dean said. 
  The teachers brought their best in the final competition, a school-
wide scavenger hunt. Both teachers are highly competitive, and this 
competition would determine the winner of the Staff Olympics. 
  “I wanted to participate to be a good sport. Normally, this type 
of stuff is not my cup of tea, and I would have been fine having my 
plane fly 2 feet and be done with it. But after winning Round 1, I was 
in it to win it,” Dr. Evans said. “My biggest competition was Mr. Dean. 
The challenge of going against a good friend for the whole marbles 
was fun. I thought I would win going in, but we were given different 
direction to start and that threw me off. A couple minutes in, I knew 
I was too far behind to compete and win. But there is no shame in 
losing to a good man. I’m happy for him.”  
  In the end, Mr. Dean became the first NRCA Staff Olympian. 
Junior Anna Grace Shoaf and senior Grant McGowan won the bracket 
challenge among all students.  
  “I am super proud of myself. I came in with some interesting 
tactics. My unorthodox style was really the thing that set me apart,” 
Dean said.  
  Mr. Dean was rewarded with an NRCA custom-made fleece 
blanket, while Shoaf and McGowan received Chick-fil-A gift cards.  
  “Our favorite part of the Staff Olympics was the opportunity that 
it gave our community to have fun doing something together, even 
remotely. During this season of online learning where we are not able 
to be with each other every day, the Staff Olympics gave our students 
and teachers the chance to have fun together while competing in silly 
contests,” Leonard said. 

NRCA VIRTUALNRCA VIRTUALNRCA VIRTUALNRCA VIRTUAL
Spirit WeekSpirit Week
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ELEMENTARY

It was with great excitement that the kindergarten students woke up 
on February 4, ready to celebrate the 100th day of school! They dressed 
in their outfits, displaying 100 items of various things, very proud to 
show off their 100th day of school clothes upon arrival. 

Parents and teachers worked together to make the day special for 
the children, giving the students many opportunities to use their 
counting skills to 100. In their classrooms, the students were able to 
build towers using 100 cups, do 100 exercises, make necklaces with 
100 items, solve a 100th day puzzle, create a portrait of themselves at 
age 100, along with many other activities. They also wrote about their 
100th day experience, their wish for 100 of something, and what they 
might do with these 100 things. 

It was a joyful day to celebrate all that the kindergarten students have 
learned during the first 100 days of school! 
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The little engineers of first grade had 
a first semester STEM assignment to 
solve a light and sound problem: the 

students needed to design a communication 
system for a group of lost hikers.   
 Students began the process through the 
Project Lead the Way learning platform by 
discovering what light and sound actually 
are.  Additionally, the students spent several 
weeks working within assigned groups to 
accommodate the Design Process, which 
includes asking, exploring, modeling, 
evaluating and explaining. 
 During group activities, they completed 
and recorded their findings using a launch log 
and made use of a STEM toolbox comprising 
a variety of items to make sound and light. 
 The problem had to be solved using 
mirrors, bandanas, refraction slides, masking 
tape, metal water bottles and rubber bands. 
During the final part of the STEM activity, 
the students found several unique designs 
that enabled rescuers to find the lost hikers. 


First Grade STEM Update: Saving the Lost Hikers

 
DEVELOPING
SKILLS

This winter, NRCA hosted the annual Knights Basketball League 
for elementary students to participate in a basketball league which 
is led by middle school teacher Eddie Rogosich.

  One of his favorite parts of the program is watching the kids make 
their first shot ever, but the game comes with challenges, too. 
  “The hardest part about coaching the Knights Basketball League is 
to get the kids to guard their man,” Rogosich said.  
  In order to help the kids, players are given colored wristbands so 
that they will guard the person with their same color wristband rather 
than all of them chasing after the ball.   
  The goal for the league is two-fold.  First, coaches and leaders want 
young players to have fun and enjoy the game so that they want to keep 
playing it as they get older. Second, coaches enjoy helping older players 
develop their skills and become better players. 
  “In order to keep the kids focused on the drills we make the drills 
fast paced and fun because players pay more attention when they are 
having fun and being challenged,” Rogosich said. 
  This strategy makes sure the players are involved in the drill and 
always paying attention to details. 
  “After the eight-week camp, parents tell me that they go home and 
practice because they had so much fun at Knights League Basketball,” 
Rogosich said. “My favorite part about Knights League is watching the 
kids improve and have fun.” 
 

By: Braden Wood and AJ Woodard, Shield Staff
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KIDS IN SCIENCE:
NRCA ELEMENTARY  

SCIENCE NIGHT

On February 8, NRCA hosted the annual Elementary Science 
Night, where students in kindergarten to fifth grade can 
come and enjoy a fun night of crafts and experiments led by 

different high school clubs.  
  Elementary students were split up into groups based on their 
grade and traveled around to the different stations that each club set 
up. High school students had the opportunity to earn community 
service hours by participating in this event, teaching kids about a 
specific topic from the club they are involved in, such as chemistry, 
physics, ecology, forensics, and psychology.  
  Each station was run by a different club. In the chemistry room, 
students made electromagnets out of batteries and nails, as well as 
glow-in-the-dark play dough.  
  “The glow-in-the-dark play dough was my favorite experiment 
at Elementary Science Night. It was cool to see the ingredients turn 
into play dough after we mixed them all up,” second grader Addie 
Huffman said.  
  Glow-in-the-dark play dough was a favorite among the students, 
but they also experimented with lots of other things. The Math and 
Physics Clubs taught the students how to make a catapult out of 
popsicle sticks, and the Ecology Club made baby Groots to raise 
awareness for deforestation. The Forensics Club analyzed handwriting 
and looked at ransom notes to determine who committed a crime.  
Meanwhile the Psychology Club, which taught the kids about their 
brains, had the students try on different types of goggles to show 
them how their brains work in all sorts of ways.  
  “My favorite part of Elementary Science Night was working with 
the children. Seeing the joy on the kids’ faces was priceless and more 
than compensated for the stress that went into the preparation as they 
investigated intricacies of science,” senior Grayson Coleman said.  
  Elementary Science Night is a wonderful opportunity for kids to 
not only come and learn about science, but also to grow closer with 
the high school students who they may not know or see every day. 
  

By: Brianna Brookhart,  
Shield Editor 
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How Do You Spell,  
“Lynn Kim?”

If you think you can spell, meet the eighth grader who has placed 
annually in NRCA’s spelling bee competition since first grade. In 
elementary school, Lynn Kim was intrigued by the fun competition 

NRCA offered to the students. Little did she know that she would 
continue competing all the way through eighth grade, showcasing 
the talent God gave her.  
  “I started competing when I was in first grade,” Kim said. “At 
the time, I only thought of it as a fun, one-time opportunity. In first 
grade, it was advertised to us as a fun little competition, and if we 
were good enough, we could go to districts. My teacher at the time 
encouraged me to try out and I surprisingly made it. That year was 
my first year trying out and I got first. From then on, it became an 
annual thing to try out for.” 
  A little encouragement went a long way for Kim. Because of her 
first grade teacher, Mrs. Gordey, believing in her talent, Kim has 
continued the journey and gotten better each year. She is constantly 
motivated by her parents, the Lord, and Mrs. Gordey’s belief in her 
as a student.  
  “My teacher encouraged me and gave me support when I was 
unsure of my abilities. Because of Mrs. Gordey’s unconditional 
support of a random first-grader, I was able to not only feel confident 
in my first-grade spelling bee but also every other year,” Kim said.  
  Throughout the years, Kim has placed anywhere from first to 
fifth place. During her most recent competition, she added to her first 
place collection and even qualified for regionals. Although placing 
in the competition is nice, Kim cherishes the memories she makes 
the most.  
  In reference to the 2020 competition, Kim said, “I wasn’t as 
prepared as previous years, but what mattered to me this year was to 
make memories with my friends rather than the competition itself. 
I was more determined to just let loose and make it a spelling bee 
that I could look back on with fond memories. Sure, a ribbon would 
look nice, but the memories had more meaning to them.” 
  By competing in spelling bees, Kim knows a lot about the 
English language. When studying, it was important for her not to 
just memorize the word, but also to know some of the definitions 
and origins as well. No matter how many words she studies, Kim 
tries to not stress out about knowing them all.  
  “Spelling bee has also allowed me to expand my vocabulary 
tremendously,” Kim said. “Every year, the words were a new 
experience. At least half of the words every year were words I never 
knew. It just proved to me how intricate and detailed the English 
language was.” 
  Spelling bees have other perks rather than just expanding ones 
vocabulary. During Kim’s eight years of competing, she has made 
friendships that she otherwise wouldn’t have.  
  “Spelling bee, though a competition, allows you to talk to other 
competitors,” Kim said. “I’ve made many friends from other schools, 
bonding over not only spelling but also our different experiences. 
Some years bring the same people and other years I got to meet 
brand new people.” 
  What’s Kim’s advice to mastering the spelling bee? “Try it, study 
the words, and have fun!” It took someone pushing Kim out of her 
comfort zone in order to even try the spelling bee. Kim wants to 
encourage people to give the spelling bee a chance because you could 
fall in love with it just like she did.  
  “I make a big deal out of learning every word, but in the end it’s 
about the experience,” Kim said. “Sure, you should try your hardest 
for the Lord and your school, but you should also try for yourself 
and not stress yourself out too much.” 

By: Hannah Adams, Shield Staff 

“My teacher encouraged 
me and gave me support 
when I was unsure of my 
abilities. Because of Mrs. 
Gordey’s unconditional 

support of a random first-
grader, I was able to not 
only feel confident in my 

first-grade spelling bee but 
also every other year.”

- LYNN KIM

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Salene Crisafi, a sixth grader at NRCA, has 
been volunteering with Love Life Raleigh, an 
organization that works to stop abortions. The 

group was introduced to her and her family by the 
parents of another NRCA student who are leaders in 
the organization. 
  “[Love Life Raleigh is] a place where we want to 
stop abortion. I knew what it was, but we went on a 
Love Life Walk where they pray in front of where an 
abortion happens. There’s usually one or two people 
who get saved,” Crisafi said. 
  Crisafi started volunteering last fall and works 
with the organization most Saturdays. “We meet all the 
moms at the abortion clinics and talk to them,” Crisafi 
said. 
  Crisafi’s Bible teacher, Mr. Rogosich, has also gotten 
involved with Love Life Raleigh. His family had been 
praying for God to show them a place where they 
could be involved, and when he learned about Love 
Life Raleigh, he thought it may be God’s leading. 
  “I was so excited and impressed that Salene was 
involved with Love Life Raleigh. This is not a subject 
that many [middle school] students or even [high 
school] students are involved with, so that made it 
extra special,” Rogosich said. 
  Crisafi says the main reason she volunteers is to 
protect life. “What is so encouraging about Salene is she 
is very practical and caring when she talks about the 
pro-life movement. The light of Christ shines through 
her as she shares about this,” Rogosich said. 
 

By: Taylor Beach, Shield Editor

LOVE LIFE LOVE LIFE 
RALEIGHRALEIGH
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Middle Schooler to Entrepreneur Overnight  

NRCA eighth grader, Dylan Clark has found 
a way to expand his business skills during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Dylan and 

his older brother Connor started their business, 
CopperSAFE, in March 2020 after seeing the 
increase in COVID-19 cases in North Carolina.  
  We believe that together we can win the 
battle versus the coronavirus. School has been out 
since mid-March and so we decided to build a 

business. By founding CopperSAFE, we are just doing our part,” Clark 
said.  
  Clark is funding CopperSAFE through an e-commerce business 
he started when he was just 12 years old. CopperSAFE sells neckware 
and face masks to provide a protective barrier of copper infused fabric. 
  “Copper is a naturally occurring antimicrobial and self-sanitizing 
material which has the capability to prevent the spread of infectious 
diseases. We source copper-infused fabric from a third party and have 

our product manufactured by a cut and sew facility in western North 
Carolina, just outside of Asheville,” Clark said.  
  While the company has only been manufacturing for a few weeks, 
they have already sold out of their products. They are already on their 
next round of production, and their success has allowed the company 
to be featured in articles on Yahaoo! Finance and WRAL. 
  “If this is something that we can possibly expand after [COVID-19] 
is over, we would love to,” Clark said.  
  The ultimate goal of the company is safety against the virus and 
comfort for its customers. 
  “Our goal is to help individuals and families be safe as stay-at-
home orders are relaxed and social distancing becomes more difficult 
in public settings,” Clark said.  
 

By: Nia White, Shield Senior Editor

NRCA TAKES ON 
NC STATE AND UNC

NRCA is known for having a large number of students accepted 
into both the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and North Carolina State University. This past year, out 

of the 40 students who applied to UNC, 30 were accepted and 16 
will attend. Forty-six students applied to NC State, and 20 of the 47 
accepted will attend. 
  “I think we have a large percentage of students getting accepted 
into our two flagship universities because of several reasons: a) our 
NRCA graduates have been very successful at these colleges; b) our 
school is recognized for its excellence in education, offering over 30 
honors classes and 15 AP courses; and c) our facilities are excellent 
for academics, fine arts, and athletics,” Debbie Monahan, College 
Counseling Director said. 
  To be competitive for these two schools, students should take at 
least five AP courses during high school, earn a 4.2 or higher weighted 
GPA, score a 1250+ SAT or 27+ ACT, and have a few activities that 
they are involved in.  
  “I meet with students to set a plan that makes them the most 
competitive they can be. That includes looking at standardized testing, 
extra curricular activities, and selecting the right major for NCSU,” 
Monahan said. 

  At UNC, all students are evaluated equally. They do not select 
for admission based on projected major, since students do not declare 
a major until their sophomore year. UNC is a liberal arts university, 
where all students take the same basic general education requirements 
their first two years and then declare a major and begin those courses 
in their junior and senior years of college. 
  At NCSU, students declare a major in their application and are 
selected based on that major. Therefore, some majors are much more 
competitive than others. Students at NCSU begin taking courses in 
their major starting their freshman year, and general education classes 
are tailored based on the major. 
  Monahan recommends that students apply early since most of 
our acceptances were from Early Action. She also notes the importance 
of starting to think about college as early as freshman year. 
  “Students should start considering college in their sophomore 
year; however, since the high school transcript [includes] 9th grade, 
students should really begin thinking about how ALL of high school 
will affect their college options. The better the grades, course selection, 
and test scores, the more options a student has to choose from,” 
Monahan said.  

By Taylor Beach, Shield Editor

HIGH SCHOOL
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Senior CJ Paradis has finally achieved what he has dreamed of for 
most of his life - he has committed to play football as an offensive 
lineman for Johns Hopkins University.  This makes Paradis the 

first student from NRCA to attend the university as an undergraduate. 
  Paradis received multiple offers from other colleges and universities; 
however, education has always been important to Paradis and was a 
deciding factor on his decision attend Johns Hopkins University.  
  “At first I thought I wanted to go somewhere that had a good football 
team, but I soon realized that I needed to value the level of education I 
was getting higher than football. So I started looking more at Division 3 
and a few Ivy League schools, and I chose Johns Hopkins because they 
are an amazing university with incredible research opportunities and 
are also a competitive team amongst Division 3 schools,” Paradis said.  
  Playing football at NRCA has changed Paradis’s life and helped 
him achieve his goal of playing in college. He also has memories from 
playing for the Knights that he will never forget. 
  “My time playing football at NRCA was something that helped 
me grow into the person I am today,” Paradis said.  “Throughout all 7 
years on the NRCA varsity and junior varsity football teams, I learned 
a great deal from both the coaches and my teammates.” 
  Besides football, Paradis also plays other sports in the winter and 
spring. He just wrapped up his wrestling season for this school year.  
  “I decided to wrestle because I wanted to stay in shape and become 
a better athlete, I have definitely accomplished that through the sport. 
Wrestling is the hardest sport I have ever done and put me through the 
most intense conditioning I have ever experienced. Because of that, I 
was able to become a better football player and just a better all-around 
athlete,” Paradis said.  
  He also throws shotput and discus in the spring. “I chose to throw 
because I was tired of taking time off not playing a sport in the spring,” 
Paradis said. “I wanted to be part of a team and throwing seemed like 
a good place to start.” 
  Always pushing himself as an athlete, Paradis already has his goal set 
for his college career. His time at NRCA was one of the most important 
experiences for his football career and personal life.  “I enjoyed my time 
at NRCA tremendously and would not trade my time on the team for 
anything,” Paradis said.  

By: Bryce Hardesty, Shield Senior Editor

CJ Paradis: Johns Hopkins Bound

NRCA’s greenhouse has recently seen increased usage by 
the NRCA Science Department. 
     “The greenhouse is getting quite a bit more usage this 

year,” said Mrs. Stott, Ecology teacher. “All of the tables are filled!” 
  The Ecology classes used to be some of the only classes using 
the greenhouse, but recently it has seen a lot more attention from 
other science teachers and classes. 
  “Not only are my Ecology classes growing herbs, but the 
new APES (AP Environmental Science) class is doing a vertical 
garden challenge, where they try to grow as much [as possible] 
in as little space as possible,” Stott said. 
  With more and more classes using this building, the teachers 
have decided to do all they can to upgrade it. Dr. Evans recently 
received donations for the project to install a new drip irrigation 
system. 
  “Dr. Evans and Mrs. Cook’s biology classes are doing growing 
projects in lieu of Science Fair projects, as well as other labs and 
projects that the classes are undertaking,” said Mrs. Stott. 
  With the increased usage of the greenhouse, NRCA’s Science 
Department will be able to have more hands-on labs and projects 
to engage students.  

By: Mathew Nelson, Shield Staff 

Greenhouse 
Project
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NRCA Wins Big in 
Raleigh Environmental Awards 

Finding inspiration in the unlikeliest of objects, NRCA juniors 
and seniors won various awards and honors in the 2020 Raleigh 
Environmental Awards in both the Stormwater Arts Competition 

and the Trashion Competition. Seniors Margaret Ann Andrews and 
Isabel McInnis won first and second place respectively in the Trashion 
Competition, making outfits out of recycled materials, while seniors 
Joshua Crockett and David Manyak and junior George Li won in 
the Stormwater Arts Contest, in which they showed the effects of 
stormwater runoff. 
 Senior girls Margaret Ann Andrews and Isabel McInnis entered 
their pieces into the high school division of the Trashion Competition. 
They were each challenged with crafting an outfit out of upcycled and 
recycled substances.  
 Andrews won the highest honor in the competition. She made 
an outfit entitled “Geometric Galore” in which she used jeans, plastic 
grocery bags, scrap ribbon, a baby blanket, and an old neck tie to 
create a poncho and skirt for her younger sister to model.  
 “I have always been interested in upcycling, but never had time to 
put my ideas into an actual outfit. My favorite part of the process was 
the growing excitement of my sister as each piece was being made,” 
Andrews said.  
 Andrews’ outfit, inspired by her younger sister Whitley, scored her 
first place in the high school division of the competition. This honor 
came with a monetary reward as well as recognition in a service that 
the City of Raleigh had to cancel due to coronavirus.  
 Coming in second place in the Trashion Competition was senior 
Isabel McInnis. McInnis designed a skirt made from triangles of 
recycled cereal boxes, an awl, and fishing line to sew the skirt together.  
 “As Americans, we produce so much waste. It may take a bit of 
creativity, but so many things in the world around us have multiple 
purposes. Who would have ever thought that a cereal box could 
become a skirt! It’s important to look around and make good use of 

your resources, as responsible stewards of God’s creation,” McInnis said.  
 McInnis’ passion for environmental science was spurred on by her 
taking AP Environmental Science this year. It motivated her to spend 
countless hours designing and making her cardboard miniskirt.  
Seniors Joshua Crockett and David Manyak along with junior George 
Li received various honors in the Stormwater Arts Contest. They were 
tasked with creating videos and pieces of art that show the effects of 
stormwater runoff.  
 Crockett and Li were recognized for their video raising awareness 
of the issue. The video showed what stormwater runoff is and how to 
prevent pollution in it.  
 “Nonpoint pollutants can be easily picked up by the rain and then 
go directly to damage our streams, rivers, and oceans. By preventing 
stormwater runoff, we can refill our ground water sources and keep our 
environment healthy. The video represents that we, as a community, can 
also contribute to the protection of our environment. Even as individuals, 
the little things that we do can make a big impact over time,” Crockett 
said.  
 Li and Crockett’s video won for the video portion of the competition, 
effectively raising awareness to the issue of stormwater runoff.  
David Manyak’s artwork won the art portion of the Stormwater Arts 
Contest. He portrayed a leaf and water on a circular poster, showing the 
effect of stormwater runoff on both bodies of water and the ecosystems 
surrounding them.  
 All five upperclassmen’s enthusiasm for environmental science 
was shown in their hard work on their entries in the 2020 Raleigh 
Environmental Awards. Due to coronavirus, the ceremony for their 
recognition will not be held, but they will still receive their monetary 
prize and continue to grow their passion for preserving the earth. 
 

By: Ellie Shafer, Shield Senior Editor

David Manyak
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Abigail Celoria:  

Author on the Rise
As only a senior in high school, NRCA student Abigail Celoria has 

begun a strong writing career, winning significant honors and 
awards in four different major writing competitions. In addition, 

her short stories are being published in three different anthologies, each 
book filled with other pieces written by other winners of the respective 
competitions.  
 Celoria’s passion for writing started young when she realized her 
dream in the fifth grade. Since then, she has worked to sharpen her skills, 
focusing on her favorite genres of romantic comedy, realistic drama, and 
thriller. As a sophomore, Celoria enrolled in NRCA’s Honors Creative 
Writing course, a class that develops and encourages young authors in 
their passion of writing.  
 “It grew the more I wrote and the more I learned about literature 
at school, until it became my ‘thing’ - the thing that people knew me 
for, without me even realizing it. I realized fully how much I enjoyed 
it last year in Honors Creative Writing with Mrs. Linton and decided 
then to make that passion into a career,” Celoria said.  
 Most recently, Celoria submitted short stories to four different 
writing competitions in the Raleigh area. Her pieces won big, with 
several winning first place and two on their way to getting published.  
 “This school year, I placed in four different writing competitions. 
I received seven awards—two Gold Keys, two Silver Keys, and three 
Honorable Mentions—for seven different works in the annual Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards held by the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers; 
I was chosen as one of three high-school winners of the North Carolina 
Theatre Arts Educators’ (NCTAE) Young Playwrights competition; I 
placed as a finalist in the Raleigh Fine Arts Society Literary Contest; 
and I was once again selected as a winner of Burning Coal Theatre 
Company’s KidsWrite! Contest,” Celoria said.  
 Alongside these honors, this eighteen-year-old has accomplished 
something usually not achieved until later in life. Celoria’s short stories 
are being published through three different outlets. One story, titled 
“Tomato Vampires” has been published by the Raleigh Fine Arts Society’s 
collection of winners for the 2020 awards. Additionally, her play “Silver 
Lining” is set to be published in both the NCTAE and Burning Coal 
Theatre Company’s books. “Silver Lining” was also performed by Burning 
Coal Theatre Company in May of 2019.  
 Throughout her writing career, Celoria has grown through those 
that mentored her along the way. Most notably, Mrs. Abigail Linton, 
teacher of NRCA’s Honors Creative Writing course, took Celoria under 
her wing and taught her methods of developing the characters in her 
stories, amongst other things.  
 “I have never seen a student who has a writing method like Abigail 
does. It’s been a joy to watch her develop in her confidence, both as a 
writer and as a person.  She is more sure of her ideas, and she has no 
qualms about entering her works into the competitive arena,” Linton 
said.  
 As Celoria wraps up her senior year at NRCA, she plans to go to the 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington to study a degree in either 
professional writing or publishing. She plans to continue submitting her 
short stories and plays in competitions, growing her skills and portfolio 
along the way.  
 

By: Ellie Shafer, Shield Senior Editor

NRCA has reached another milestone - having its first student 
qualify for the National Speech and Debate Association’s 
National Tournament. Junior Nicole Belcher has been a member 

of the speech and debate team since her sophomore year of high school. 
After only two years on the team, Belcher was listed as an alternate for 
the upcoming nationals tournament; however, thanks to the power of 
prayer and a scheduling conflict, Belcher was bumped up to a finalist 
in the tournament.  
 “Qualifying for Nationals is such an incredible honor and an amazing 
display of the Lord’s blessings in my life,” Belcher said. “For the past 
couple of seasons, it has been a joy to see how He is working through 
me, and I’m so thankful for another opportunity to work for the glory 
of His kingdom.”  
  NRCA’s Competitive Honors Speech and Debate class has been 
preparing all year for the opportunity Belcher gets to seize. Speech 
teacher, Mrs. Ellen Robinson, has been hopeful that this small program 
would make it big.  
  “Wow, I never would have dreamed that our small program would 
have a National Qualifier,” Robinson said. “But, of course, I hadn’t met 
Nicole either. Nicole is well-deserving; she has an impressive work ethic. 
I am delighted to see Nicole have the opportunity to compete against 
her peers in this national arena.”  
  The national tournament will take place online this year in order to 
protect the health of all those involved in the organization. Even though 
Belcher will be competing online, it does not affect what she will gain 
from competing nationally. 
  “At each competition, I am constantly reminded of the Lord’s grace 
and have used my love for speaking as a form of worship,” Belcher said. 
“Through new opportunities, I become more confident in myself and 
more in awe of the gift of debate.”  
  As Belcher continues to prepare for Nationals, she wants to encourage 
all students to look into the zero-hour class, Competitive Honors Speech 
and Debate, next school year. The small program is hoping to continue 
making the school proud for years to come.  
  “Speech and debate is a life-changing program and has given me 
an incredible mentor in Mrs. Robinson,” said Belcher. “The class has 
been worth every long night, weekend trip, and thrilling competition. 
I highly recommend it to any students looking to find their voice and 
enrich every aspect of their academic abilities.”  
 

By: Hannah Adams, Shield Staff 

NRCA Junior Nicole Belcher 
Going to Nationals

At each competition, I am constantly reminded of the Lord’s grace and have 
used my love for speaking as a form of worship. Through new opportunities, 

I become more confident in myself and more in awe of the gift of debate.
-NICOLE BELCHER
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SKYDIVE
Mayhew Fulfills Birthday Wish

SENIOR

NRCA senior Katherine Mayhew was able to cross an item off 
her bucket list this year, one that most people never have on 
theirs – skydiving.  Mayhew, who completed the experience 

with her father, fulfilled her 18th birthday wish and loved the rush of 
adrenaline that came with the adventure.  
  “I have always been the type of person who craves new experiences,” 
Mayhew said.  “When I turned 14, my dad and I made a pact to go 

skydiving for my 18th birthday to cross it off both our bucket lists. When 
I turned 18 last November, my dad surprised me with reservations to 
fulfill that pact.” 
  Mayhew and her dad first completed a training course before they 
took to the skies. The course did not take away all the fear, though. 
  “It took about 10 minutes to complete [the training].  As the side 
door of the plane opened, I will admit, I had a moment of realization 
and fear—I was about to jump out of a plane at 14,000 feet in the air.  
I literally started to hear my heart beat so fast it was like a buzzing 
sound. I realized how crazy it was and almost started crying,” Mayhew 
said.  “But then, as I leaned out of the open plane right before jumping, 
an overwhelming calm came over me and I jumped with the tandem 
jumper, screaming with joy all the way down.”  
  As the free-fall ended, Mayhew could see the lush, rural land for 
miles around.  “My favorite part was right when the complete free-fall 
part of the dive ended, and we floated down until we got to the ground. 
As the wind guided our parachute (when we weren’t steering), I got to 
experience was it’s like for a bird to fly. It was like an absolute dream.” 
 
 

Besides providing excellent core academic classes, NRCA also 
gives students the opportunity to learn important life skills 
through elective course options. The domestic arts class, taught 

by the ninth-grade biology teacher Mrs. Cathy Cook, is an optional 
elective for all high school girls who want to learn how to run a 
Christian household. The girls learn everything from sewing and 
cooking to hospitality. 
  “I was really interested in learning life skills that would be 
important for me to know in the future,” freshman Sydney Armstrong 
said. “I really like what we are learning in the class. We have been 
taught how to sew, cook, and more, and it’s really helpful.” 
  One of the most iconic projects domestic arts does is making 
their own pajama pants. The girls start from scratch with just fabric 

and sewing supplies. After they complete their pajama pants, they get 
to break dress code and wear them around school for the rest of the 
day.  
  “My favorite lesson was learning how to sew pajama pants,” 
freshman Faith Zawadzki said. “We had many other great lessons but 
making pajama pants was definitely my favorite.” 
  Recently, the class made scrunchies for the children at UNC Rex 
hospital. The girls were able to use the sewing skills they learned to 
serve their community.  
  “I hope these girls learn great life skills that they can make use of 
in college and in life,” Cook said. 

By: Hannah Adams, Shield Staff 

“I was really interested 

in learning life skills that 

would be important for me 

to know in the future.”

-SYDNEY ARMSTRONG NRCA Domestic Arts
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NRCA has another successful weekend at 
Annual Youth and Government Conference

On February 14, NRCA students headed Downtown to participate 
in the annual YMCA Youth and Government (YAG) Conference, 
held in the Raleigh Convention Center.  

  Students from all over North Carolina prepare diligently for this 
weekend. Starting in November at pre-conference, delegates have the 
opportunity to be a part of either the legislative branch, judicial branch, 
or media team at conference. While legislative delegates prepare bills 
to defend at conference in chambers, the judicial delegates write briefs 
and research cases to present in court. Media does a lot of work at 
conference: taking pictures and videos, updating the social media 
accounts, and even writing articles for the YAG website. 
  “My group did lots of brainstorming at pre-conference until we 
thought of a bill that we all loved. Once we decided on the topic, we 
spent a few lunches together and did group facetimes so that we could 
write the bill itself. At conference, we spent the first night writing our 

speeches and had tons of fun presenting them the next few days!” 
Freshman Hannah Elder said.  
  NRCA had many people serve this year on the officer team at YAG. 
Alexa Gomez served as Chief of Staff alongside the 2020 Governor, 
Pearce Lewis. Ashley Humphrey, Connor Cabot, and Will Weider were 
three of six Presiding Officers in the legislative branch. In the judicial 
branch, Brooke Robinson served as the Chief Justice, Trinity Williams 
as District Attorney, and Nicole Belcher served as Associate Justice. In 
media, Emmy Martin was copy editor and Tory Erwin was the social 
media editor.  
  “Serving as a Presiding Officer this year was amazing. I loved serving 
in a conference that has taught me so much about leadership and public 
policy,” senior Presiding Officer, Weider said.  
  A big part of the Youth and Government process are the campaigns. 
Students have the opportunity to run for elected or appointed positions.  

  “Running a campaign was super exciting and nerve racking. It was 
those things because the election results would decide if I could continue 
to be as involved in this incredible program for a second year. Giving 
a speech in front of the entire conference was very fun and gave me an 
idea of what being an executive officer will be like next year. Running 
a campaign gave me an opportunity to get to know even more people 
who I will be serving next year and make even more friends from across 
the state. While it can be exhausting, it is definitely rewarding to run a 
campaign,” 2021 Lieutenant Governor, Humphrey said.  
  During chambers, legislative delegates are debating and voting 
on the passage of bills. The ultimate goal is to pass in the House and 
Senate in order to present to the Governor and cabinet. The Governor’s 
Cabinet consists of ten delegates chosen by the Governor in a selective 
application process. If passed by the cabinet, a bill is signed into “YAG 
Law”.  
  “The bill that Laura Ashley Crawford, Mary Elizabeth Hanks and 
I worked hard on made it all the way to the Governor’s Cabinet which 
is the final step through the bill process. We were one of 57 bills in 
the conference to make it there, and I’m really proud of my fellow bill 
authors,” sophomore Jack Craig said.  
  The other side of Youth and Government is the Judicial Branch. 
Judicial consists of Court of Appeals and Mock Trial. Court of Appeals 
has different roles assigned to delegates. Students can be an attorney, 
witness, or judge. Students in Court of Appeals get the chance to argue 
their case throughout the weekend and get the opportunity to judge 
an Appeals Court or a Supreme Court Case. The main goal is to get 
to the All-Star Round at the end of the weekend. At pre-conference, 
Mock Trial delegates are assigned court cases and split into teams to 
defend different side of the case. The best side of each case is selected 
at conference to present in front of all judicial participants.  
  “My favorite part about being in the mock trial area of judicial, 
is the in depth studying we do of the cases and evidence and writing 
corresponding questions. The best memory I have from this conference 
is presiding over my very first case round. Overruling and sustaining 
objections is something so fun, I won’t soon forget it,” junior District 
Attorney Trinity Williams said.  
  Each year, something new is brought to the Youth and Government 
experience. Pearce Lewis and Alexa Gomez worked hard on a special 
session, with the entire legislative branch. The session was modeled after 
“Plenary” sessions at the YMCA CONA conference every summer. The 
five most debatable House and Senate bills were selected and legislators 
had the opportunity to sign up for “intent speeches”, a prepared pro-con 
speech. NRCA seniors Alex Bissette and Tripp Rowley were chosen to 
present their bill on “People’s Day”.  
  “The special session was interesting in the fact that it widened 
our scope of influence and exposure beyond our assigned chamber. It 
introduced us to new bills and people, and overall was one of my favorite 
parts about conference. I loved being able to hear different perspectives 
from House and Senate members combined,” Junior Anna Grace Shoaf 
said.  

  While the weekend is full of debating and campaigning, Youth and 
Government also hosts two nights of fun for the delegates. Since YAG 
was held over Valentines Day weekend, delegates dressed in their best 
formal Valentines attire for the Governor’s Gala, and were provided a 
nice dinner. Saturday night is what is known as “Saturday Night Live”, 
and this year’s theme was hawaiian. 
  “YAG was honestly such an unforgettable experience. The Governor’s 
Gala and Saturday Night Live were such unique opportunities to get to 
know the people you’ve been in chambers with all day. These events gave 
us an opportunity to mingle with everyone in judicial and legislative- 
bridging a gap between the two. Two fun nights filled with music, games, 
laughs, and fun,” junior Sania Peterson said. 
  Throughout the weekend, the governor election was popular amongst 
the delegates. NRCA junior, Connor Cabot, and Amir Shaheen from 
Cape Fear Academy, debated, gave speeches and campaigned during 
the weekend in hopes to win the election.  
  “Over the past three years, this program and its previous leaders 
have given me countless opportunities to use my voice and develop 
my leadership abilities. I wanted to run for Governor so that I could 
provide other high schoolers with the same opportunities that were 
given to me. My favorite part of YAG is that it has the nonpareil ability 
to connect high schoolers who walk into the weekend as strangers, and 
leave as life-long friends,” Cabot said.  
  NRCA has a history of lots of officers and positions within Youth 
and Government. This year, the results were no different. After voting 
ended, stress levels were high among delegates and future officers. The 
2021 positions are as follows:  
  Connor Cabot- 2021 Governor, Ashley Humphrey- Lieutenant 
Governor, Will Walsh, Lauren Weider and Noah Weyne- Presiding 
Officers, Emmy Martin-Co-Editor in Chief, and Allaura Osbourne- 
Senior Lobbyist (legislative positions). 
  Trinity Williams- Senior District Attorney, Nicole Belcher- Senior 
Associative Justice, and Joshua Hogg- Junior District Attorney (judicial 
positions).  
  Juniors Will Walsh, Joshua Frazier, and Krista Smith won Best Bill, 
and seniors Ellie Bauguess and Josh Crockett were Court of Appeals 
All-Star Champions. Freshmen Noah Weyne and Hannah Elder stood 
out as Model Forum Delegates.  
  “I’m most excited about encouraging more involvement in Youth 
and Government by strengthening the YMCA’s middle school Model 
United Nations program. I also want to send bills that I pass in Governor’s 
Cabinet to the North Carolina General Assembly so that the bill authors 
can foster more change in the NC law,” 2021 Youth Governor Cabot 
said.   
  Delegates can further their Youth and Government involvement at 
summer camps such as CONA (Conference on National Affairs) and 
NJC (National Judicial Competition).  
 

By: Brianna Brookhart, Shield editor   
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NRCA L.O.V.E. (s) NRCA L.O.V.E. (s) 
ValogramsValograms  
On Wednesday, February 12, NRCA 

seniors paraded the hallways playing 
instruments, singing love songs, and 

handing out candy and flowers to teachers and 
students in grades K-12.  
  Senior year is filled with fun traditions and 
activities, with Valograms reigning at the top 
of the list. Teachers, parents, and students have 
the opportunity to send their friends and family 
a Valogram to show their love or friendship 
for that person or “special someone.” On the 
Monday before, the seniors all gathered in 
the cafeteria to prepare for their festivities on 
Wednesday.  
  “In preparation for Valograms, we were 
first divided into stations. The stations were 
separating the candy, stapling the bags, and 
then actually bagging the candy. It was definitely 
stressful and hectic, but at the same time was so 
fun and rewarding with my entire class,” senior 
Breanna Wilson, said.  
  This year, Valogram sales were at a record-
high. Last year, 1600 Valograms were ordered 
and delivered to the students and teachers. 

NRCA seniors delivered about 1800 Valograms, 
topping the previous record of Valogram sales. 
All of the Valogram proceeds are contributed to 
the seniors for their senior Europe trip in May.  
  “I love watching the seniors running around 
on Monday night trying to get everything 
together, and then it all falling into place on 
Wednesday. Delivering all of these Valograms 
is a massive and tiring task, and it’s just so 
rewarding at the end of the day. My favorite 
part was seeing all of the students working 
together so well and efficiently to complete all 
of their deliveries to the entire student body,” 
senior English teacher, Mrs. Canady said.  
  Valograms are not only fun for the seniors 
parading the hallways and singing to the top of 
their lungs, but also for everyone else as they feel 
the love of their peers, parents, grandparents, 
and others.  
  “I think Valogram day is so fun because 
you get candy, a flower, and also get put on the 
spot from the seniors making you stand on our 
chairs,” junior Christina Jones said.   

By: Brianna Brookhart, Shield Editor
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On February 13, the annual Art Extravaganza held more than 
300 pieces of art for NRCA students to view. Students can 
enter their art into the extravaganza to have it judged by the 

art teachers. 
  “I think it’s a great way for students and families to see how 
God can use their creative talents, and through art, they can express 
themselves,” Mrs. Hodgsen, art teacher, said. 
  Both art teachers, Mrs. Hodgson and Mrs. Minguez, judge the 
Art Extravaganza. Most pieces of art they haven’t seen before, so they 
get to see what students make other than their assignments.  
  “We are fortunate to be able to have the Art Extravaganza at 
NRCA to showcase the incredible talents that our students have. 
Many students are artistically gifted but are not taking art classes. 

This gives them, along with art students, the chance to show their 
beautiful works,” Minguez said. 
  Students in AP Art were able to volunteer at the Art Extravaganza. 
 
 “I love having the Art Extravaganza because it is a way for all 
the art students to get to show off some of their best works, and the 
cookies and punch provided are always a must have to really get the 
full experience. Mrs Minguez really does an amazing job setting it up 
every year and making sure things run smoothly and that everyone’s 
work gets noticed,” Carli Vujackovick, Senior AP Art Student, said. 
 

 By Taylor Beach, Shield  Editor

FINE ARTS
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For years, NRCA has offered dancers the opportunity to be in 
the honors dance company as part of a class that meets every 
day before school at 7 AM. This year, however, honors dance 

has stepped up with the addition of an official dance team to their 
repertoire.  
  As the Honors Dance Company, the class of twelve girls performs 
once a month in chapel, as well as in a recital at the end of the year. 
Different choreographers and alumni are brought in to choreograph 
a piece for such a performance. This year, honors dance instructor 
Caitlyn Winters decided to give the girls the option of being on dance 
team as well, an option that they decided to take.   
  “I decided to start the dance team because the girls in the class 
asked me about it. I have grown up performing on a dance team from 
seventh grade all the way up to my sophomore year in college, so I 
was excited to see what options were available,” Winters said.  
  As the dance team of NRCA, the same twelve girls have performed 
twice so far, once at the winter pep rally and once at a varsity boys 
basketball game. This performance has consisted of a pom-pom routine 
choreographed by Alyssa Hogan, local choreographer at the Dance 
Attic. 

  “My favorite part is watching the girls perform with so much 
enthusiasm. They have all worked so hard this year, juggling so many 
new performances and dances. I am so proud to see their progress,” 
Winters said. 
  While dance team uses many of the same elements of cheerleading, 
it does not have the same focus on stunts or tumbling. It is another 
way to showcase the dancers, just in a new way at sporting events.  
  “We are all so thankful NRCA has given us the opportunity to 
start a dance team. We are excited to get more involved next year and 
bring a lot more exposure to the dance department while cheering on 
the Knights,” eleventh grade dance team member Gabby Pappalardo 
said.  
  While the dance team has only performed twice so far, they hope 
to continue performing at pep rallies and games and continue the 
dance team into the 2020-2021 school year.  
 

By: Ellie Shafer, Shield Senior Editor 

Year One of NRCA’s Dance Team

On January 26, NRCA’s Honors Dance Company joined seventeen 
other performers from across the state in Move It Raleigh’s 
second annual Raleigh Gives Back benefit. Honors Dance 

performed a piece entitled “O God Forgive Us,” choreographed by 
NRCA alum and math teacher Amy Wagoner.  
  Started last year, Raleigh Gives Back is a benefit designed to unite 
dancers across the state and encourage both dancers and non-dancers to 
get up and move. The benefit was planned by Move It Raleigh, a charity 
started by Christy Curtis of CC & Co Dance Complex and hosted at AJ 
Fletcher Opera at Duke Energy Center downtown.  
  In addition to teaching math at NRCA, Wagoner also teaches at 
CC & Co. Her involvement in both NRCA and CC & Co allowed both 
to come together in the benefit.  
  “I really loved seeing my two worlds collide - having NRCA and 
CC & Co perform under one roof, all celebrating dance! Growing up 
participating in both of these places, I think it is so amazing to see them 
come together for such a good cause,” Wagoner said.  
  The twelve girls of the Honors Dance Company performed a piece 
with the central theme of asking God for forgiveness. In a majority 
secular show, the company was able to share their faith with the audience.  
  “I thought it was really cool that we were performing a Christian 
piece at a secular show,” sophomore company member Madeleine 
Walters said.  
  As the school year continues, Honors Dance will perform Wagoner’s 
piece again at their end-of-year recital. They also look forward to 
performing a different piece at Raleigh Gives Back in 2021.  
  “It brought tears to my eyes to see Honors Dance perform, 
surrounded by so many other studios and schools. How awesome of an 
opportunity to share about God’s endless forgiveness to our community,” 
Wagoner said.  
 

By: Ellie Shafer, Shield Senior Editor

Honors Dance at 
Move It Raleigh

As a part of the Fine Arts Department, NRCA 
offers private piano and strings (violin, viola, and 
cello) lessons during the school day.  We are now 
accepting new students and are available both for 
in-person lessons at school and/or virtual lessons 
should you decide to move to virtual learning.  

CONTACT:
• Piano Lessons- Ravonda Mormann 

(ravonda.mormann@gmail.com)
• Strings Lessons- Presti Merrill  

(presti.merrill@gmail.com)

PIANO OR
STRINGS LESSONS
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“Never say goodbye because goodbye means going away 
and going away means forgetting.” 

― PETER PAN

This spring, Zachary Roberts, head of the NRCA Theatre Arts 
Department, hoped to take on the task of re-creating the timeless 
tale of “Peter Pan.” However, the show, which was scheduled to 

open Thursday, March 26, 2020, and continue to April 4, 2020, was 
canceled due to concerns regarding COVID-19. 
  “The cast and crew are deeply disappointed as you might expect. 
We have been hard at work on a production for months, and to have the 
production so close yet so far is difficult for all of us. We are continuing 
to pray for each other in the production as a whole,” Roberts said. 
  The play is the musical telling of a young boy who never wants 
to grow up. 
  “[Peter] arrives in the nursery of the Darling family, waiting to 
hear stories to take back to his tribe of Lost Boys. While at the nursery, 
Peter meets Wendy, Michael, and John and whisks them away to 
Neverland to live out incredibly playful adventures with the island’s 
pirates and Indians. The pirates are captained by the villainous (but 
not too brave) Captain Hook who is forever seeking revenge on Peter 
Pan. Tiger Lily leads a brave band of dancing warriors. When Captain 
Hook captures Wendy and the Lost Boys, Peter flies to their rescue 
and finally banishes Captain Hook from Neverland. The Darling 
children return safely to their nursery, and Peter continues to live out 
his dreams as a young boy forever,” Roberts said.  
  This production has a very important role in teaching children 
how to grow up. While the musical is meant to be funny and enjoyable 
to all ages, it does include very serious topics, such as Christian growth 
and development. 
  “Although childhood and imagination are beautiful gifts from 
the Lord, I hope audiences will take away the importance of spiritual 
maturity. As Christians, we must seek to grow up in the things of the 
Lord and mature ourselves spiritually. As the Apostle Paul says, ‘When 
I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought 
as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.’ (I 
Corinthians 13:11). Otherwise, I hope the audience will enjoy the 
beauty of the music and the imaginative nature of the script and take 

a moment to relish in God’s beautiful gifts of laughter, music, and 
story,” Roberts said. 
  The cast of “Peter Pan” includes seniors Harrison Williams, who 
plays Peter Pan, and Ava Asta, who plays Wendy Darling. As actors, 
they also have learned many of the lessons the story has to offer. 
  “I want others to learn from this play that it’s okay to want to be 
a kid and to have fun, but it’s also amazing to grow up and experience 
different things. That is one thing I’ve learned [from the show],” 
Williams said.  
  This will be Williams’ and Asta’s last performance as NRCA 
students. They have both been heavily involved in the theater 
department throughout high school. 
  “This musical has probably been the most impactful in my whole 
high school career,” Asta said. “This will be my first musical with a 
lead role and that alone is something I will treasure. Becoming the 
character of Wendy every time we rehearse is something that I’ll never 
get tired of. The lessons I’ve learned from her as a character and the 
cast are things I will keep with me forever.”  
  The set for this particular show is different from those of previous 
productions because many characters fly during their scenes. 
  “One of the main focuses of this musical is spectacle. Following 
this focus, we will have spectacular flying and an enchanting backdrop 
that will look like the night sky. Excellence is always a key focus of our 
shows, but this show in particular will be breathtaking,” Alex Bissette, 
senior stage manager, said.  
  “I hope to entertain and enlighten audiences through any 
production I have the privilege to direct. ‘Peter Pan’ is no exception,” 
Roberts said. “I hope to grow our student actors by having different 
theatrical experiences for them to undertake. I wanted to excite our 
younger audiences and ignite a sense of imagination and wonder 
within them. Most importantly of all, I want to produce theatre that 
points to the Savior, Jesus Christ. We are to glorify and enjoy Him 
forever, and we can use the beautiful gift of theatre and storytelling 
to do just that.” 

 By: Nia White, Shield Senior Editor 

Spring Musical “Peter Pan” Canceled Due to COVID-19 Concerns 

NRCA ALUMNI

NRCA’s Alumni Association  
Draws Crowd for Class of 2015 Reunion

On January 24, per NRCA tradition, the class of 2015 met at 
Angus Barn to celebrate five years since their graduation from 
high school. In addition to good food and good company, the 

class was also able to see old teachers and hear an encouraging message 
from senior Bible teacher, Dr. Nathan Ridlehoover.  
 Though the reunion happens every year, this year was the first that 
the Alumni Association was involved. The Alumni Association started 
this year with the intent of keeping up with NRCA alumni and were 
able to draw in nearly ten percent more graduates than usual.  
 “Although the program order of the reunion was very similar to 
years past, we had our vice president and secretary of the alumni 
council present at the event. They helped pass out name tags and the 
alumni gift at the end. Our vice president, Aaron Wilson (Class of 
2009) shared a few words with the alumni about the launch of the new 
Alumni Association and how they can stay connected to find out more 
as we continue to grow,” Alumni Director Tiffany Benson said.  
 Nearly half of the graduating class attended the reunion and were 
shown a slideshow of old photos, were given back their objects from 
their time capsule, and were given information about the Alumni 
Association. With the beginning of the association has come a greater 
interest in the reunion.  
 “My favorite part of the alumni reunion is when the alumni walk 
in and get so excited to see friends that some haven’t seen in quite a 
while. They are all so excited, and there is a great energy in the room,” 
Benson said. 

By: Ellie Shafer, Shield Senior Editor
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Kelsey Dial, NRCA alumna and Musical Theatre major at Liberty 
University, served locally in the Dunn and Ellenboro community 
after her original mission trip plans were canceled due to Covid-19.  

  Dial was planning to travel to Bogota, Colombia, for her spring 
break on a mission trip with some of her fellow students. The trip was 
going to include working with Samaritan’s Purse, local churches, refugee 
shelters, a Christian school, and a college theater department.  
  “Our main ministry was through wordless street dramas, dance 
pieces, and both Spanish and English worship songs. We rehearsed from 
January through March to get our pieces performance-ready and were 
very excited about presenting them. We were also going to participate 
in Operation Christmas Child and The Greatest Journey (Samaritan’s 
Purse’s discipleship program for kids), to help out however necessary at 
the shelters, and to spend time talking about theatre with the students 
at the university.  I also LOVE kids and have participated in packing 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child since I was very young. The 
idea of being a part of the boots on the ground in that ministry was 
very exciting to me,” Dial said.  
  Her team consisted of 21 students from the Liberty theatre 
department, along with two of her theatre professors.  This group of 
21 students rehearsed for several months for the trip, but two days 
before their departure, the trip was canceled.  
  “God provided like crazy. Two days before we were supposed to leave, 
Liberty University’s trip coordinating office cancelled all university-
sponsored travel through the summer due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Two of our team members have parents who are in ministry in Dunn 
and Ellenboro, North Carolina, and within twenty-four hours, both of 
their respective churches had reached out to our team. They offered to 
not only house and feed us but provide transportation as well,” Dial 
said. 
  The team that went to NC consisted of 14 of the original team 
members and two new recruits. The professors were no longer able to 
join the team because the trip was no longer a school-sponsored venture.  
  “At this point, we technically became a group of friends who wanted 
to do ministry together. We were no longer affiliated or backed by the 
university,” Dial said.  
  Dial and the rest of the students were still able to use their abilities 
and God-given talents to serve the people of Dunn and Ellenboro. They 
taught one of their street dramas to a youth ministry team, performed in 
people’s front lawns in a primarily Hispanic mobile home community, 
performed in the English and Spanish services at the church where 
they were partnered, as well as for the youth, and finally, served at a 
homeless shelter in the area. In Ellenboro, the team did a lot of manual 
labor, tearing out decks and drywall in a trailer being reconstructed for 
a women’s ministry, built wheelchair ramps, and also got to perform in 
a food pantry they had earlier cleaned out. 
  “What was really cool about the opportunities God gave us to serve 
that week is that we got to do work that was very similar to what we 
would have done in Colombia. We served people seeking refuge at the 

homeless shelter and food pantry, got to perform ALL of our ministry 
pieces (even with a reduced team), ministered to children, and worked 
in Spanish communities, as well. Throughout the week, it became so 
apparent that even though this was our Plan B, it was God’s Plan A all 
along,” Dial said.  
  While COVID-19 canceled the trip to Colombia, the team still 
had their modified version of the trip. However, COVID-19 required 
the team to take some safety measures while they were in Dunn and 
Ellenboro.  
  “The church services in which we performed were altered and live-
streamed to abide by the restrictions on gathering in large groups. Our 
ministry was specifically affected at the food pantry—the beneficiaries 
are typically allowed to wait inside the facility to receive their food but 
had to wait outside as a precaution. That’s where our team came in! We 
were their outdoor entertainment while they waited! We did a lot of 
disinfecting at the homeless shelter and the food pantry specifically, and 
we made sure to use hand sanitizer and wash our hands very frequently,” 
Dial said.  
  Through the cancellation and modification of her original trip, Dial 
learned valuable lessons of faith during this time of the pandemic.  
  “Throughout the week, I kept saying that I felt like we were getting 
a crash course in childlike faith. God really taught me what it means 
to trust in Him and not lean on my own understanding. We couldn’t 
see any further than one step in front of us on the day that our trip was 
cancelled. When God lit up the next step to go to NC, we took it. And 
we just kept taking one step at a time as God lit the way. Repeatedly in 
the Bible, we are told not to worry. But it is so easy for us to slip into 
anxiousness when unknowns arise in our lives. What was so beautiful 
about being surrounded by this team during the week is that we felt 
like we were in our own little bubble. By that, I mean that the world 
was falling apart around us, and we were just taking one step at a time, 
trusting God to show us what to do that day, and reminding each other 
that worrying wouldn’t accomplish anything. While we were on the trip, 
the announcement came out that Liberty was moving classes online. 
Instead of despairing, we worshipped and prayed. We thanked God for 
His provision thus far and trusted that He would continue to provide, 
even though we couldn’t see what was next,” Dial said.  
  This trip would have been Dial’s first mission trip with Liberty 
University, but she looks forward to future opportunities with her school 
and her church, Thomas Road Baptist Church. 
  “The experience of this week was so incredible on so many levels. God 
blessed our ministry and even our fellowship so richly. It was abundantly 
clear that we were directly in the center of His will for us that week. I 
have been on a few mission trips before, but I have always wanted to 
use the gifts and passions the Lord has given me as a ministry tool, and 
I saw this as a great opportunity to do so,” Dial said.  

By: Brianna Brookhart, Shield Editor 
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Michael Brown Has “An Experience of a Lifetime” With Western Carolina 
University Marching Band 
  Michael Brown, class of 2019, joined Western Carolina University’s 

“Pride of the Mountains” marching band this past fall. There are 535 members, making 
it one of the largest marching bands in the United States. The band is regarded as 
one of the best in the south. 
  The band’s reputation of excellence scored them an invitation to perform at the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade, an event attended by 3 million people in New York 
City and watched by over 44 million people on TV. 
  “When I found out [that he would attend the parade] I couldn’t believe that I 
was going to be given the chance to do something so great,” Brown said. “The way 
that you get selected to perform in the parade is through a very intense selection 
process. The directors have to send in a tape of us playing and marching. All of the 
best bands in the country apply for this parade, so the standard is very high. Once 
the committee watches all the bands, they just choose the best ones.” 
  Design and preparation for the event takes all year, and on the day of the parade, 
every participant attends a 3:30 a.m. rehearsal. 
  “To be in the parade was unlike anything I expected.  When we got to rehearsal 
it was very real for a lot of us that what we were about to do was really an experience 
of a lifetime. The parade went very easily for us because we had done so much 
conditioning to get ready for the parade. It was all just very surreal to be marching 
in Manhattan with millions of people watching you live and on TV across America. 
I’m so grateful that I was given that opportunity,” Brown said. 
  Brown was a part of the NRCA band program from 5th grade through 12th grade. 
He played the trumpet and French horn. Along with being a part of the Western 
Carolina band, Micheal is following his love of music by majoring in music education. 
  “I enjoy everything about the marching band here. There is so much love for 
band on that field. Everyone in the marching band is there because they want to, 
and everyone has a great attitude about getting work done,” Brown said. “It’s only 
because everyone loves this that we are able to get so much done in a small amount 
of time. This band just shows what is possible when you have a very talented group 
of people coming together for one cause - music.” 
  In 2020, the band will perform at the Bands of America Grand National 
Championships as an exhibition band. This is an event where the best high school 
bands in the country compete. Two college bands were selected to perform: Western 
Carolina University and Ohio State University. 
  “They only want the best of the best college bands to play for the best of the best 
high school bands. I am so excited to play for those amazingly talented kids and 
hopefully inspire them to keep music in their life during college and the rest of their 
lives,” Brown said. ■

By: Ashley Humphrey, Shield Editor
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Mt. Vernon 1996
Open Door 1998 Moved into New Campus 2002!

Ground Breaking 
Perry Creek 2000

Perry Creek 2020

“For the Lord is good and his love 
endures forever; his faithfulness 

conti nues through all generati ons.”
PSALM 100:5


