
11th Grade CP 

Summer Reading Project & Book List- College Prep American Literature 
Book List: 

Summer Reading:  
The Red Pony and The Pearl by John Steinbeck 

In-class Readings:  
The Great Gatsby- F. Scott Fitzgerald 
The Old Man and the Sea- Ernest Hemingway 
To Kill a Mockingbird- Harper Lee 
A Separate Peace- John Knowles 
The Crucible- Arthur Miller 
The Scarlet Letter- Nathaniel Hawthorne 

 
College Prep Summer Reading Project 
Read The Red Pony and The Pearl by John Steinbeck 
 
Discussion Question 
1. Consider how the stories of The Red Pony fit together. What are the aspects that unite all the “chapters” into 
one book? How do they not fit together? What are the important themes?  
2. Why is it important for Steinbeck to present The Pearl as a fable? What is the moral of the story? With which 
character do you most relate? 
3. What does The Red Pony teach about life, death, and responsibility? Do you agree with Steinbeck’s 
understanding of these things?  
4. Having read both of these books by the same author, what do you think are the common ideas that unite them? 
What might this tell you about the author?  

 
My Quote Explanation  
Chose three quotes from each book to identify and explain. You will select three quotes from each book (a total of 
six) that you think are representative of something significant from within the narrative. Explain why you chose 
them and be clear. You may choose anything that is insightful and shows your ability to read a text carefully and 
apply the elements of literature to a particular text. Consider areas such as character, tone, theme, foreshadowing, 
mood, and anything else you’ve mastered in your English courses thus far.   

● Identify the speaker(s).  
● To whom is he speaking?  What are the circumstances where this is said?  
● How does this relate to the rest of the book?  Or, why is this an important quote?  

 
Additional expectations 
 Be prepared for class discussion about this book and a test.  

Feel free to email me with any questions.  

rdean@nrcaknights.com 

 


