
11th AP English 

Summer Reading Project & Book List- AP Language and Composition 
Book List: 

Summer Reading:  
On Writing Well- William Zinsser 

In-class Readings:  
The Great Gatsby- F. Scott Fitzgerald 
The Old Man and the Sea- Ernest Hemingway 
To Kill a Mockingbird- Harper Lee 
A Separate Peace- John Knowles 
The Crucible- Arthur Miller 
The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains- Nicholas Carr 
The New Oxford Guide to Writing- Thomas S. Kane 

 
Introduction 
The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development and revision of 
evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, 
and the decisions writers make as they compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and 
cite research to support their arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical 
elements and their effects in nonfiction texts—including images as forms of text— from a range 
of disciplines and historical periods.  
 
AP Lang cultivates the reading and writing skills that students need for college success and for 
intellectually responsible civic engagement. The course guides students in becoming curious, 
critical, and responsive readers of diverse texts and becoming flexible, reflective writers of texts 
addressed to diverse audiences for diverse purposes. The reading and writing students do in 
the course should deepen and expand their understanding of how written language functions 
rhetorically: to communicate writers’ intentions and elicit readers’ responses in particular 
situations. 
 
College Course Equivalent  
The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level 
rhetoric and writing curriculum.  
 
Prerequisites  
Students should be able to read and comprehend college-level texts and write grammatically 
correct, complete sentences. 
 



Summer Reading and Writing Assignment 
Part one: You will need to buy a new physical copy of On Writing Well by William Zinsser and read the 
assigned chapters. Annotate the text as you have been taught in previous classes. If you are unfamiliar 
with annotating documents, then please refer to Mortimer Adler’s “How to Mark a Book” (available 
electronically). You are required to read and annotate chapters 1-10 and 20-25. Be prepared for a test 
on this book during the first week of school.  

Part two: Choose one of the following news sources to listen to/read/watch at least 2x a week this 
summer. This works out to approximately 20 days total. If you are unable to do 2 per week because of a 
vacation then double up on one of the weeks. Keep track of the days you complete this and write 2-3 
sentence summary of the important ideas.  

Podcast- NPR News Now (approx. 5 mins) 

Podcast- NYT The Daily (approx. 20 mins) Only have to do this once a week.  

Article/Email- NYT Morning Briefing (www.nytimes.com/briefing) 

Article/Email- The Week- Five Things you Need to Know (https://theweek.com/5things) 

 


