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A Kingdom
Educator’s Story
Mr. Kevin Mathes

NRCA’s New Interim Superintendent

Childhood
I was born and raised in Indianapolis, Indiana, in a Christian home
with two siblings, a sister who is eleven months older and a brother
who is twelve minutes younger. My brother and I are identical twins,
and, understandably, my parents decided not to have any more children
after our births. Though many believe that being a twin would preclude
middle child syndrome, I beg to differ. While only a few minutes older
than my brother, I am the stereotypical middle child. Being stuck in
the middle between my highly responsible and motivated older sister
and my younger brother who developed the quality negotiation skills
required of the family peace-keeper. Stereotypical, perhaps, but the
loyalty and compromise honed in my role as a middle child was God’s
way of equipping me for the work He had planned for my future.
Growing up in a Christian home with parents who were committed to
following the command of Deuteronomy 6 held many advantages for
my siblings and me. God’s commandments were on the hearts of our
mom and dad, and they impressed them on us as they diligently taught
us about the love of God. My family attended church every time the
doors were open: every Sunday morning, every Sunday evening, and
every Wednesday evening prayer meeting. During one of those Sunday
morning services when I was five years old, I accepted Jesus Christ as
my personal Lord and Savior. Shortly after my salvation, I followed in
believer’s baptism. Accepting Christ and having a personal relationship
with Him has been the single most impactful decision of my life.
My childhood, like most, was not without difficulty. The summer
between my freshman and sophomore years of high school, my mother
unexpectedly and suddenly passed away from a pulmonary embolism
stemming from a recent surgery. This most difficult season of my life
was fraught with pain, anger and questions. For two years I wrestled
with God’s goodness in light of my personal heartache. However, during
my senior year of high school, God used my classmates and teachers
to help me recognize His desire to have a closer relationship with me.
His faithfulness through my pain became evident, and the God of all
comfort showed me that while we must share in Christ’s sufferings, we
share abundantly in comfort too. Looking back, I can see how His rod
and His staff comforted me through the valley of the shadow of death.
Even there, He was with me, using that tragedy in my life to draw me
closer to Him.
4 - SHIELD FALL 2018

Education
As followers of Christ, my parents recognized the importance of
Christian schooling and sacrificed mightily to provide a kingdom
education for me and my siblings. I graduated from Heritage Christian
School in Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1994. An ACSI accredited school
and one of the largest private schools in the greater Indianapolis area,
Heritage Christian shares many commonalities with North Raleigh
Christian Academy. My experiences and relationships as a student
at Heritage Christian School give me unique insight into our current
student population, as God used my parents’ commitment to kingdom
education to further equip me for the work He had prepared beforehand
for me to do.
I graduated from Pensacola Christian College in Pensacola, Florida,
in 1998 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration
with a minor in Marketing. I earned a master’s degree in Educational
Administration through Pensacola Christian’s distance learning program
in 2006. Currently, I am pursuing a doctoral degree from Liberty
University in Educational Leadership and, Lord willing, will graduate
later this spring.

Family
While attending Pensacola Christian College, I met the Joy of my life.
On August 1, 1998, I married my best friend, and last summer Joy and
I celebrated twenty years of marriage. Our two daughters, Emma (11)
and Ava (10) used the powers of persuasion known only to proverbial
Daddy’s girls to convince me that we needed a puppy, so this past
January, Winston Mathes joined our family.
We are active members at Open Door Church where we have led a Care
Group for many years. Recently, God called us out of that role into
leadership in the middle school youth group, a two-fold blessing as our
daughter Emma became a middle school student in August. We adore
our Open Door family and desire to instill a passion for the Church
in Emma and Ava as part of their kingdom education. I am a devoted
NC State Wolfpack fan and have enlisted my daughters and my dog to
join me, much to my wife’s chagrin. She tends to ignore the wisdom
of Proverbs 6:19 as she insists upon stirring up discord by cheering
for the Tarheels. To smooth things over, we recently acquired a travel
visa for Pirate Nation, as ECU offers neutral territory for our house
divided. When we aren’t enjoying church activities or cheering on our
favorite teams, we like to spend time camping, biking, taking walks in
the neighborhood with Winston, enjoying the neighborhood pool on
a hot day, and kicking around a soccer ball.

I have always enjoyed athletics and being active and pursued my passion
as a player and a coach. I served as an NRCA assistant varsity boys’
basketball coach as well as an assistant varsity boys’ and girls’ soccer coach
for many years. Unfortunately, due to additional school responsibilities,
I am no longer able to serve in this capacity at school, but I am able
to invest in my daughters’ athletic careers as a volunteer soccer coach
for Kickin’ for the Cross. As many of you are aware, growing old is not
for the faint of heart, and growing old as an athlete can be especially
painful. A lifelong soccer player, I continued to be active in the sport
until about a year ago. Several years earlier, I ruptured my Achilles
tendon playing basketball, an injury which required surgery and an
extended recovery. Joy felt quite sure that the Lord was telling me
something through my injury. I heard Him say, “Stick to soccer,” and
while playing soccer about a year ago, I tore my ACL, requiring another
surgery and another extended recovery. My wife is praying that God
has clarified His message. She heard Him say, “Be a fan,” both times...
and I am currently enjoying athletics from the sidelines or the stands.
In my spare time, I enjoy playing golf, spending time with my family,
or taking one of my girls for a ride on my motorcycle.

Ministry
After getting married in the fall of 1998, Joy and I moved to Raleigh
where I began my career as a mortgage underwriter for the State
Employees Credit Union. Joy, a gifted educator from a long line of
educators, started teaching at NRCA right out of college. During the
early years of our marriage, we enjoyed chaperoning many school
trips and attending athletic events. While still employed in corporate
America, I thoroughly enjoyed my time white-water rafting down
the Ocoee River and snow skiing in West Virginia with the students
of NRCA. All the while, God was using these experiences to call me
into full-time ministry. Like Samuel, I questioned the calling I heard,
but with the guidance of Godly mentors, I finally recognized the voice
to be the Lord’s and answered, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
In the summer of 2002, God called me out of the corporate world
to serve Him in vocational ministry as a Kingdom Educator. I have
served as the Director of College Admissions, Alumni Coordinator,
Assistant Secondary Principal, Middle School Principal, and now, in
my seventeenth year at NRCA, as the Interim Superintendent.
My love for the ministry of North Raleigh Christian Academy led to
a passion for helping other Christian schools and a heart for school
accreditation. I have served on and led many accreditation teams
for ACSI and AdvancEd. I have served as an ACSI accreditation
commissioner for many years, sitting on both their regional and national
commissions for accreditation. Throughout my twenty-year career
journey, God has been faithful to use every step along the way to
prepare me for the next. My roles have been varied, from mortgage
underwriter to middle school principal, chaperone to superintendent,
but my mission has remained: to recognize the voice of God and obey
His calling on my life.

Kingdom Educator
My story is a testament to the partnership between the Christian
home, the Church, and the Christian school. As a product of Kingdom
Education, I am eternally grateful for its impact on my life. I am both
honored and blessed to bring my experience to bear in my new role
as Interim Superintendent. NRCA family, I am at your service for
Kingdom Education, to God be the Glory! 
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“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
as God in Christ forgave you.”
EPHESIANS 4:32

“Living a Life of Kindness in Christ” is the theme for NRCA’s 23rd
school year. The Apostle Paul encourages us in Ephesians 4:32, “Be
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.” In keeping with our theme on kindness, NRCA
invited Paul Coughlin, Founder and President of The Protectors, an
international, freedom-from-bullying organization that partners with
faith-based ministries to speak on what is now the #1 form of child
abuse in the nation and the #1 concern of both parents and students.
Who is Paul Coughlin? Paul writes for Fox News, is an expert
witness regarding bullying and the law, works with professional teams
like the Baltimore Ravens, has written books like “Raising Bully-Proof
Kids” and “No More Christian Nice Guy,” and has appeared on Good
Morning America, Nightline, 700 Club, Focus on the Family, C-SPAN,
the LA Times, Newsweek, etc. He has traveled the world to diminish
bullying throughout our communities.
Mr. Coughlin’s time at NRCA was spent engaging teachers, parents,
and students in multiple sessions over two days. In all the sessions,
Mr. Coughlin expressed that adolescent bullying remains one of the
greatest concerns for students and families in both public and private
schools. His messages were powerful, motivating, and convicting.
According to Coughlin, courage is the missing element in the arena of
bullying. He wants students to become “alongside standers” instead
6 - SHIELD FALL 2018

of bystanders; however, doing that takes courage. Coughlin’s goal
is to help teachers and parents influence students to become more
courageous when they recognize bullying behavior.
Thankfully, combating bullying strengthens the best in us as well.
When students learn how to stand against bullying, it develops their
capacity for empathy, compassion, and related virtues—but especially
civic and spiritual courage. NRCA’s school theme of kindness is a
great start, but kindness alone does not lead to meaningful change
when it comes to the theater of bullying, character development, or
spiritual formation. They must be made actual or real through action.
This is where courage comes in.
Many of our students responded during the special chapels by their
actions. Students went to other students, asking for forgiveness for
their lack of courage. At the conclusion of the chapel services, students
were challenged to have courage and become protectors, speaking up
on behalf of their fellow students. 

Be a “alongside stander”
instead of bystander.

Paul Coughlin - The Protectors
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SUMMER IN THE SENATE

KAYLA RIVERA
One of thirty high school students nominated for the U. S. Senate Page program

T

he legislative branch of the United States government
impacts the daily lives of American citizens. High school
students should get involved in learning about the United
States government, as it effects them as well. This is what senior
Kayla Rivera did this summer by working as a U.S. Senate Page.
Rivera applied for this program during the beginning of her
junior year. She was appointed, along with 30 other high school
juniors from around the country, to serve in the summer session
from July 7 to August 15.
“I applied in the fall of my junior year. I wrote an essay and
was appointed by Senator Richard Burr,” Rivera said.
The page program is for high school juniors appointed by the
state’s senator. Page responsibilities include delivering legislative
material, corresponding with members of Congress, and preparing
the Senate chamber for its sessions.
“As a page, my main duties consisted of setting up senators
with podiums and water before their speeches on the floor. It is
also the page’s responsibility after a vote, to run the outcome of
the vote to all the different offices in the capitol so they can be
published for the public,” Rivera said.
The daily schedule for pages was extremely busy. Along with
the other responsibilities listed, pages were required to do much
more to prepare Senate chambers.
“Each morning upon our arrival, the pages would set up each
senator’s desk with the calendar for the day before session. I had the
duty of getting the gavel, which entailed going down to an office
in the basement and opening a locked drawer which contained a

briefcase with the gavel. Then I would take the briefcase with the
gavel inside up to the Senate floor and hand it to the presiding
officer and the senate would adjourn. During votes, it was our
duty to stand at the doors located all around the senate floor and
open them up for senators as they approached,” Rivera said.
Since pages are working for the United States Senate, they must
stay knowledgeable in current events and politics to understand
the latest on Capitol Hill. This is one of the key parts of their job.
“I was definitely challenged to better myself daily by going
home and reading. It was important to stay updated on current
events and be able to have intelligent conversation on a wide
array of topics,” Rivera said.
A Senate page has a lot of responsibility and duties to fulfill.
Students also have a high standard that they must meet in order
to work with other high achieving students and Senators.
“The first week of paging, I was extremely overwhelmed.
Not only are you surrounded by the most powerful people in
America, but you are working directly for them. Thirty high
school students are nominated to participate in this program;
it is an amazing opportunity,” Rivera said.
There are many opportunities to meet some of America’s most
notable politicians. Pages can also see how they relate to each
other in reality.
“One of the coolest opportunities I had was being able to
serve Judge Kavanaugh his lunch personally while he was in a
meeting with Senator Mitch McConnell. It was also cool to see
how, off camera, the senators talk to [each other] amicably no
matter Democrat or Republican. Senator Cory Booker
(NJ), took a photo with myself and a few of the pages
and sent it to us. On my last week, I was able to meet
with Senator Richard Burr (NC) for breakfast in the
Senators Only Dining Room,” Rivera said.
This is an opportunity that high school students
shouldn’t take for granted. The Senate page program
demonstrates how American politics work. The program
introduces teens with different backgrounds and beliefs
from across America to the American legislative system
and many politicians that work hard in it.
“This was by far one of the best opportunities I have
had. I was surrounded by 30 of America’s most polished
political teens and all around cool people. I now have 30
friends from all over the country with different views
and beliefs,” Rivera said. 
By: Nia White, Shield Editor
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Flight Sergeant
Lyndsey Oetjen

“I’m hoping to earn my spot at either the United States Air Force Academy or
West Point for college. After college, I hope to go into either the Air Force or the
Army depending on their different needs for pilots at the time. If I [chose] a
civilian job I would do something like an airliner pilot or fly for Duke Life Flight.”
-LYNDSEY OETJEN
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Lyndsey Participates in the aid of Hurricane Victims

F

light Sergeant Lyndsey Oetjen, a ninth grade student at NRCA,
helped the victims of Hurricane Florence the week after the tragedy.
Lyndsey and her Civil Air Patrol squadron helped the victims in
Wilmington at the Point of Distribution (P.O.D). They sent truckloads
of water, tarps, and MREs (Meals Ready to Eat) to the victims. Lyndsey
is part of the Johnston County Composite Squadron NC-143.
“I’m hoping to earn my spot at either the United States Air Force
Academy or West Point for college. After college, I hope to go into
either the Air Force or the Army depending on their different needs
for pilots at the time. If I [chose] a civilian job I would do something
like an airliner pilot or fly for Duke Life Flight,” Sergeant Oetjen said.
A general interest in flight and aviation has turned into a love and
pride for emergency services and what she does for her community.
Which is her first step to getting into the program as a cadet. Now
she is a Master Sergeant. Her role is to attend the meetings and create
fitness tests and drills for the rising cadets that are working towards
their next rank. What started with her parents’ idea has grown into a
lifelong dream and ambition.
“My parents own an avionics maintenance company in Smithfield
called Sparkchasers. They had an event at the airport, and the Civil Air
Patrol from that airport came out to help with flight marshaling and
security. Soon enough, I found myself interested and started attending
weekly meetings,” Oetjen said.

Oetjen’s drive and dedication helped the people affected by this
hurricane. Many of the people she helped were people that were late
evacuating. It was not only physical labor but also mental labor because
the people were in a state of distress and fear. The group took a little
over a day to get to Wilmington, and they stayed in an emptied out
Sears building. Many routes were blocked due to massive flooding.
They helped and served from about 7:00 AM until 7:00 PM each day
with a wake up time of 4:30 AM and lights out at 10:30 PM. All the
other time was time spent working for those in need. It was all hands
on deck with the Civil Air Patrol, Police, Fire Department, EMS, and
National Guard protecting and aiding the people with shipments of
food, water, and other necessities.
Oetjen’s determination has kept her with this organization for almost
two years. It has even increased her love for God.
“God has given me so many opportunities in [Civil Air Patrol]. I have
run security at air shows, continued moving forward with my pilot’s
license, learned many leadership skills, furthered my knowledge about
aircraft and flight, and have now begun emergency services. I have been
very blessed to be put in a staff position at my squadron, and I do my
best to bless others through that platform,” Oetjen said.
Lyndsey’s dedication and determination makes this school proud to
be able to support such a determined person with the drive to do what
she can to serve God and serve others as well. 
By: Mathew Nelson, Shield Writer

Page Design By: Bradley Carlton, Design Assistant Editor ǀ SHIELD FALL 2018 - 11

12 - SHIELD FALL 2018

NRCA first grader Grayson Gutekunst lands role as Tiny Tim in
Raleigh’s Theatre in the Park’s production of A Christmas Carol.

W

Keeping Christmas In
Your Heart

ithout question, Christmas is America’s favorite holiday.
Among our many traditions, songs, and stories of Christmas,
one has stood the test of time: Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol.” NRCA’s Gutekunst family first saw “A Christmas Carol” in 2016.
Seeing the show inspired Graham, their oldest son, to audition the
following year. To his surprise, Graham earned a place in the cast as a
child in one of the Victorian families. He was a second-grader at the
time. Because of his amazing experience, Grayson, Graham’s younger
brother, could not wait until he was old enough to try out.
First grader Grayson Gutekunst recently attended his first ever
audition with Raleigh’s Theatre In The Park’s production of “A Christmas
Carol.” He hoped to be cast as one of the children, as his brother had
been the year before. Imagine Grayson’s shock when he discovered he
had earned the part of Tiny Tim! He and his family excitedly reported
his success to his teachers and classmates. They are all very supportive of
his new endeavor, even though it means missing his chance to perform
with his class for the NRCA Christmas program. His brother Graham
is again performing as one of the children this year. For the first time,
Mr. Jon Gutekunst, their father, is playing the part of a cobbler.
Jon and his wife Heather are convinced this experience benefits their
sons in numerous ways. Heather reports, “They are learning discipline
and have an incredible opportunity to gain self-confidence performing
for others. The cast is truly a family of wonderfully supportive people.
Most importantly they spread a message of kindness and caring for
others that centers on the true reason for the season-the birth of Jesus.”
However, this endeavor presents challenges. Grayson notes several
hurdles. The rehearsals and performances extend late into the evening.
He is learning to walk convincingly with a crutch. When the ghosts are
speaking, Grayson needs extra effort to not look at the ghosts because
Tiny Tim can’t see them!

Dickens once wrote, “For it is good to be children sometimes, and
never better than at Christmas, when its mighty Founder was a child
Himself.” When asked which part of this Dickens classic story is most
meaningful to him, Grayson stated, “It reminds people that Christmas
is not about presents but about Jesus Christ being born.” The character
of Tiny Tim is much more than a symbol of suffering as young Tim
is the bravest, merriest character, always reminding others of the true
spirit of Christmas. Grayson embodies these traits quite well.
“A Christmas Carol” has been Raleigh’s longest running theater
production for over 40 years. It is a wonderful family holiday tradition
every year. The production has an annual float in the Raleigh Christmas
Parade. This year’s parade is Nov. 17. The show runs at The Duke Energy
Center for the Performing Arts Dec. 5-9 and at the Durham Performing
Arts Center Dec. 14-17. 
By: Cathy Mescher, First Grade Teacher
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Elementary Highlights

Act of Kindness
On September 6, 2018, Mamaw
Lucille Bracken Canter left her
earthly home in North Carolina
to meet her Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. In the days prior to her
death, Tucker May, her greatgrandson, prayed daily for her
at NRCA. His sweet words and
heartfelt emotion touched my life,
bringing back wonderful memories
of my great-grandmother. Tucker’s
love for his great-mamaw was
evident through the words he spoke
of her. His heart longed to comfort
her and love her as she prepared
to leave her earthly home. This
bond he showed through his emotional testimony, led to a small act of
kindness that blessed his great-mamaw in her final days. Each student
designed a card, including a verse or encouraging message along with
beautiful artwork. These cards were delivered and read to her as she lay
on her death bed. His great-mamaw was uplifted and encouraged on
this day, leading to a peaceful nap with the very cards still in her hands.
Although this act of kindness was small, it had a lasting impression on
Tucker and his classmates, reminding them that kindness can be shown
to all mankind and does not have to cost us anything but our time! 
By: Mrs. Joy Mathes, Elementary Teacher

5th Grade Travels
to Old Salem
The 5th grade took their annual field trip to The Old Salem Museum
and Gardens in downtown Winston Salem on October 10. Old Salem
is like stepping back in time to visit the early Moravian community
that was founded before the United States was a country! It is a unique
opportunity for the fifth graders to see several different parts of their
curriculum come together in one setting. Old Salem offers special days
called “Science Alive.” The students not only learn about the history
of the area, they also get to learn how they used “technology” to make
their daily lives easier. Of course their technology wasn’t computers
and iPads, but levers, pullies, and inclined planes to move heavy loads
or measure ingredients. They used chemistry in their cooking, cloth
dying, soap making, and of course their pharmacy. The students were
also introduced to their music through a pipe organ demonstration
and the way they practiced their Christian faith in some of the oldest
churches in North Carolina.
This year we had to dodge a few rain showers because of the early bands
of Hurricane Michael, but the trip was overall another great success.
I have now been on this trip twice as a parent and ten times as a teacher.
Each time is different, and I learn something new every time. I love
how it crosses over into so many curriculum areas. It is also one of the
last field trips that parents get to go on, which makes it a special time
for families to share! 
By: Mr. Dan Rutherford, Elementary Teacher
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First Graders Learn about

at

Bible Stories

NOAH’S ARK DAY

On Friday, September 7, the first graders celebrated
Noah’s Ark Day. This has been an annual event at NRCA
for many years. The students learn the true story of Noah’s
Ark and then dress up as an animal or Bible character.
First grade students had been waiting for this day all
week. They were able to learn and understand the story of
Noah’s Ark while anticipating wearing the costume of their
favorite animal. This event has been extremely important
to the first graders because they are able to have fun while
still learning about Noah’s Ark.
“The whole week leading up to Noah’s Ark Day we do
a week-long study on Noah. We make sure to teach the
Genesis account, the real thing, not just the cute version of
the story. At the end of the week, we dress up and parade
around to honor and backup the story,” Mrs. Miller, first
grade teacher, said.
The kids were able to dress up as their favorite animal
to celebrate Noah’s Ark Day. There were costumes from

elephants to lions. Some even dressed up as characters
from Noah’s Ark itself. While parading to different
classes, the first graders loved getting to show off their
costumes to the older students.
“I dressed up as a kitty cat, and it was really
fun going to the fifth grade
classes,” Riley Bennett, first
grader, said.
Although everyone had a
blast dressing up as different
animals and parading through
classrooms, the most important
part of Noah’s Ark Day is learning
the story behind the costumes.
By: Taylor Beach, Shield Staff

Page Design By: Alex Eyster, Design Staff ǀ SHIELD FALL 2018 - 15

Elementary Technology

Amazing Discoveries Happening
in Elementary Computer Lab
This year, the elementary computer lab is adding to the Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) program a new
curriculum called Project Lead the Way (PLTW). PLTW is a leading
provider of rigorous curricular programs in STEM that extend down to
the elementary level in a program called PLTW Launch. The purpose
of this program is to introduce students early to the design process,
problem solving skills, and critical thinking.
The curriculum is designed to give students a real world problem to
solve. As they work through a module, students follow the design process
of Ask, Explore, Model, Evaluate and Explain. For example, the third
graders are working in teams to learn how to build simple machines
like inclined planes, levers, and pulleys in order to rescue an animal that
has been trapped at the zoo. After learning how to build these simple
machines with VEX kits, which are similar to Legos, the teams will
combine these simple machines into compound machines to develop
a solution that will rescue the animal and then present their solution to
the class. One of the most exciting parts is that no two solutions will be
the same, and the students will learn so much from working together in
groups and in seeing multiple solutions to a common problem.
This problem-based approach is also
being used in kindergarten as they explore
a unit about the structure and function of
the human body. Students examine major
organs within the body and investigate
how the structure of each is related to its
function. One of the greatest discoveries
from this module has been seeing the
number of inventions that were based on
God’s creation and design. For example,
early airplane designers noticed the lift
and drag of birds in flight and modeled
the first planes based on those observations. Additionally, students learn
the importance, the strength, and the function of all the bones in the
body. The design process is introduced with a story about a little girl
falling from the monkey bars and breaking her arm. The students learn
how to diagnose and treat her injury, and the final project is to design
and create a cast that is comfortable, dry, and holds the arm in place.
Our students have enjoyed working on their projects. Learning is a
collaborative process in the elementary computer lab as the students
work closely together in an engaging, hands-on way. Their STEM skills
will serve them well as they continue to grow into kingdom leaders. 
By: Mrs. Rhonda Gray, Elementary Computer Teacher
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Learning to Create
My second grade class enjoyed their time in the STEM room this quarter as they wrapped
up their Animal unit in science class. STEM is the integration of Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math. It is such a joy to watch the children show their creativity by making
an animal that highlights a characteristic God had given it to survive in its environment.
What may have looked like chaos in the STEM room that day, with odds and ends of all sorts
from used boxes, tissue paper, buttons, beads, and pipe cleaners, was, in reality, students
applying what they learned in the classroom and literally thinking outside the box to create.
There is a great satisfaction in starting with nothing and creating. It is a God-given gift that
He has given to us.
Math concepts were also incorporated in the project. Students learned about estimation,
balance, and measuring as they put their animals together, and they learned first-hand that
math can be applied in many different ways beyond math worksheets. In order to make
their animal one that could stand or sit and be balanced, students had to think, consider,
and make decisions involving math.
Afterwards, children had fun taking a picture of their animal and inserting it into a storybook
app where they made a habitat picture. They had the opportunity to re-tell information
they learned in their lessons or from personal research about their animal. As the students
shared their final projects, they not only were able to feel the satisfaction of showing their
hard work, but they also learned from each other interesting facts about their animals. 
By: Mrs. Susan Worley, Elementary Teacher
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Middle School

“Just like when you were little and your mom
put your best art on the refrigerator, the same
goes with these photos. The students get excited
and take great pride when their work makes the
‘refrigerator-good’ wall.”
-MRS. ARMSTRONG
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Middle School Photojournalism
If you talk to any past or current NRCA middle school photojournalism
students, they will agree that creativity can be taught!
The NRCA photojournalism class is not your typical class — it’s a
project-based, learning-by-doing, outside-of-the-box-thinking type of
elective. The class encourages students to see their subjects differently
through the lens by seeking out the light, patterns, and textures in
everyday objects. With a beautiful campus and vibrant student body
before us, we have perfect subjects at our fingertips.
The curriculum covers a wide variety of lessons — from the basics
on how to properly hold a DSLR camera to composing the perfect shot.
By the end of the year, most students are shooting in full manual mode.
They are encouraged to dig deep and take photos of things they love
and are passionate about. Many of the assignments are based on their
hobbies and things they enjoy.
The students surprise themselves when they take a shot of something
they love with the perfect composition. From their pets to their best
friend to their favorite burger, there is an opportunity to photograph
all of their favorite things.

A fun aspect of the photojournalism classroom is the “refrigeratorgood” bulletin board wall. Kids from this generation typically only
see their photos on a screen, so I love to print out and spotlight the
exceptional photos. Just like when they were little and their mom put
their best art on the refrigerator, the same goes with these photos. The
students get excited and take great pride when their work makes the
‘refrigerator-good’ wall.
Here at NRCA, photojournalism students also spend a great deal of
time assisting the media department by shooting NRCA sports and fine
art events. As they hone their skills to capture motion (and emotion)
while they shoot, they earn the title of “Jr. Yearbookers” — with the
end goal of getting one of their own photos published online or in the
yearbook. Typically, a handful of photojournalism students will continue
their media journey in high school on the yearbook staff.
This year, as we focus on the “Kindness of Christ,” students will be
introduced to an anti-bullying project that focuses on God’s goodness
and grace. We hope this one small project can impact the entire school.

By: Stephanie Armstrong, Photojournalism Teacher
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Conspiracy
Theory
Middle School
Leadership Conference

N

orth Raleigh Christian Academy hosted a Middle School
Leadership Conference on October 29-30 at Camp Oak Hill.
Two other schools, Neuse Christian and Wake Christian,
joined NRCA in this endeavor. The students were chosen for the trip
by the faculty and administration based on their leadership potential
as seen in the behavior and attitudes in the classrooms, hallways, and
other walks of school life. The conference was led by Brian Kohout,
the Spiritual Life Director at North Raleigh Christian, and he was
assisted by Scott Reel. In four sessions, students were taught lessons
from Scripture about being leaders in their schools and other areas
of influence. The students were placed into four teams that had to
work together in a campus-wide scavenger hunt and complete a low
ropes course. It challenged the students to think critically, creatively,
and cooperatively. Leaders from each school completed devotions
as a group where students were able to share and study God’s Word.
Students enjoyed the fellowship with one another and with other
schools. They played flag football and other games together during
their free time. Mrs. Black, 7th grade math teacher, gave her thoughts
about the conference: “I think they especially enjoyed when their
peers shared specific leadership characteristics that they saw within
each other. I think that the bracelets were a visual reminder of the gifts
that God has gifted them”.
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Here are some closing thoughts from four students who attended
the conference. Hannah Elder said, “I genuinely enjoyed the leadership
retreat because it taught me a lot about what it means to be a godly
leader. I was able to fellowship with my friends when we challenged
ourselves in many different ways. We found a way to work effectively
together while also laughing and creating memories.” Asa Rogosich
stated, “The middle school retreat was a lot of fun. We got to learn
how to be better leaders, and we had a lot of fun while doing so. I
am very glad that I went.” Ava Hodges replied, “I thought the retreat
was very good. Mr. Reel and Mr. Kohout both did a very good job
speaking. The main thing I learned from the retreat was that leaders
have to be able to stand up for what’s right.” Noah Weyne responded
with this statement, “I really enjoyed the middle school conference. I
got to grow in the Lord. I also got to hang out with different people
who I usually don’t hang out with. It was a blast!” 
By: Mr. Hassert, Middle School Principal

High School

“If I had to choose just a few [favorite
classes], I would say all of my math classes
with Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Thomason,
Mrs. Roach, and Miss Adams, especially
since I am a math teacher now. Their love
for the subject set a fire in me, too.”
- AMY WAGONER

Once a Knight,
Always a Knight

AMY
WAGONER
A

fter teaching dance and math around
the Raleigh area, Amy Wagoner, NRCA
class of 2010, has returned. This year she
comes to NRCA as the newest addition to the
high school math department.
Wagoner attended NRCA from seventh
grade until graduation. During that time, she
was deeply involved in the school, participating
in honors dance every morning and forming
friendships with the teachers she works
alongside today. It was during her years at
NRCA that she realized her love of math and
her desire to pursue it in college.
“If I had to choose just a few [favorite
classes], I would say all of my math classes
with Mrs. Keown, Mrs. Thomason, Mrs. Roach,
and Miss Adams, especially since I am a math
teacher now. Their love for the subject set a
fire in me, too,” Wagoner said. Wagoner was
accepted into Elon University through the
North Carolina Teaching Fellows Program
which provides students going into the teaching
field with a scholarship as long as they work
in the North Carolina public school system
for at least a year after college graduation. The
program encourages young students to follow
their desire for teaching without having to
pay back a loan after graduating college. At
Elon, Wagoner earned a Bachelor of Arts in
Mathematics and Art Administration, a minor
in dance, and her North Carolina teaching
license.
Before returning to NRCA, Wagoner had
two different jobs in two very different fields.
While her end goal was to become a math
teacher, her passion for dance didn’t stop once
she left high school. For the past year, Wagoner
has taught dance classes at CC & Co Dance
Complex, a elite dance company that offers
specialized training in ballet, jazz, and hip hop.

“[Dance] brings me so
close to God and clears my
head of the fuzziness that life
can bring. The petty struggles
or the huge challenges [of] life can be lifted
to God and put in perspective. This gift will
forever be a part of my life,” Wagoner said.
When the previous teacher left on maternity
leave, Wagoner heard of the job opening at
NRCA to teach College Preparatory Geometry
and Advanced Functions and Modeling. She
seized the opportunity to further her career as
a math teacher.
“I heard of the opening from a teacher
here, and he encouraged me to pray about
the position and if I could see myself here.
Every time I prayed, I felt a sense of peace
afterward and knew that NRCA was the right
next step for my life, given that NRCA would
have me back. I always knew my time at NRCA
wasn't finished after high school but had no
idea what that would look like - but God sure
did,” Wagoner said.
Wagoner looks forward to what will come
throughout her first year teaching at NRCA.
She gives a fresh perspective on both math
and faith that all her students will learn about
during the year.
“I think what gets me most excited about
this year are the relationships that I get to form
with my students. Every single one of them
has a story, and I can't wait to hear them all.
I feel super blessed to be in their stories now,
too,” Wagoner said. 
By: Ellie Shafer, Shield Editor
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New changes
in
NRCA’s Englis
h
Department
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“Teaching students to share
their God stories clearly is a
vital and exciting part of what
I get to do in the classroom”
-ABIGAIL LINTON

N
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NRCA Welcomes New English
Teachers to our Staff

RCA has made several changes to the English department this
year in freshman, sophomore and junior English classes. Joshua
Blanchard and Abbie Linton are the new additions to the NRCA
staff. Bobby Dean, while not new to the department, has moved from
teaching freshmen to teaching juniors.
Joshua Blanchard is one of two new English teachers at NRCA. He
teaches freshman Honors and CP English I and British Literature. He
is a graduate of Columbia International University, where he studied
Philosophy, Biblical Studies, and English.
“I have always had a passion for teaching and education. Though my
studies emphasized philosophy, I have a deep love for English literature
and composition. I have found English is a primary way that we express
ourselves as humans, both as individuals and as societies. One can often
view English as the narrative expression of philosophy: in our writing
lies all our hopes, dreams, beliefs, and convictions,” Blanchard said.
Before deciding to teach at NRCA, Blanchard taught English and
Philosophy at Chengdu International School in Chengdu, China. His
older siblings had attended NRCA in the past, so Mr. Blanchard had
already developed an admiration for the school.
“For a long time, I have thought about teaching at NRCA. Three
of my older siblings attended NRCA in the early 2000’s. I have always
considered NRCA the premier private educational institution in Raleigh.
I love the community, the arts and athletics, and the academics. When
NRCA posted an opening for an English teacher, I immediately applied
and interviewed as quickly as I could,” Blanchard said.
While growing up, Blanchard moved many times from North
Carolina to China to South Carolina, but he decided to come back and
make North Carolina home again. Blanchard married his wife, Sydney,
in July.
“Raleigh was home for the first 12 years of my life until I moved to
South Korea. I lived in Taejon, Korea, for my high school education,
and then spent four years in Columbia, SC, while attending CIU. Soon

after graduation, I moved to Chengdu, China. My wife and I decided
we wanted to begin our marriage in the United States, so we moved
back home in June,” Blanchard said.
Abbie Linton, new sophomore teacher, has been teaching for twelve
years. This is her first year at NRCA. Before coming to North Raleigh,
Linton taught in Augusta, Georgia, at Augusta Christian School. She
majored in English with a minor in History at the University of Alabama.
“I knew NRCA would be a great fit for me and my teaching after
lots of research on Christian schools in the area. I was impressed with
NRCA’s reputation for building kingdom leaders and for academic
excellence,” Linton said.
Mrs. Linton is very active in her faith and loves to be able to share
God’s love through her teaching. She likes to implement biblical aspects
into her lessons and thinks it’s important to relate what the Bible says.
“As a Christian school teacher, I have the privilege of being able
to develop relationships and minister to students and speak about
God openly. As an English teacher, I love that much of God’s way of
communicating with us in His Word is through narrative. Teaching
students to share their God stories clearly is a vital and exciting part of
what I get to do in the classroom,” Linton said.
Bobby Dean, former ninth grade English teacher, transferred to the
J-Building and is now teaching AP Language and Composition, Honors
American Literature, and CP American Literature.
“These juniors have been one of the most fun [classes] to teach. I
am really excited about seeing how much they progressed last year. It
is also really neat to see how they have matured from when I taught
them when they were freshmen,” Dean said.
Dean looks forward to the upcoming years he will have with former
students that he taught as freshmen. 

Mrs. Linton

Mr. Blanchard

By: Brianna Brookhart and Taylor Beach, Shield Staff
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ROBOTICS
24 - SHIELD FALL 2018

Honors Robotics uses
curriculum designed by
Carnegie Mellon University

T

wo years ago, NRCA restarted robotic engineering with a middle
school class using some older robots. Thanks to the success of
that class, a high school class was added that utilizes newer EV3
LEGO Mindstorms robots and a fantastic curriculum from Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh, PA. CMU is home to the National
Robotics Engineering Center, which is one of the world leaders in robotic
research and development, with grants from industry and government.
Robotic education is unique and important. It is a very “hands on” class
that combines real world robot examples with programming, problem
solving, team work, creativity, intuition, and program development.
Students are constantly moving from computer to test environment to
see what their code and robot will do. Students enjoy their successes
and, just as importantly, learn from their failures.
Both classes now run all EV3 robots within a new dedicated
classroom. During the first few months of the school year, students
learn basic robot movements (forward, turns etc.), sensors (ultrasonic,
gyro, light) and decision making (math, loops, If Then Else etc.). There
are end of module challenges that build upon and test the skills learned.
For example, students are currently preparing to complete a “Rescue
the person” challenge, where their robot must navigate through four
different rooms. This includes putting out a fire, avoiding an obstacle,
clearing a room and picking up an injured person (Lego character).
Students also study the advantages that real life rescue robots have over
humans in dangerous situations, like a collapsed building.
During the second half of the year, the students are split up into
teams of four in order to solve a series of complex Space Challenges.
The challenges end in a timed competition where students must solve
as many problems as possible within six minutes.
It is such a blessing to have a dedicated robotics lab at NRCA. Robots
are at the forefront of cutting-edge technology. Whether it is boring
tunnels for the futuristic Virgin Hyperloop One transportation system,
operating driverless cars like Tesla, or programming drone delivery of
groceries from Amazon, robots will provide unique job opportunities
for this coming generation. These opportunities could be within the
fields of design, marketing, programming, maintenance or studying
new materials. Within the state of NC, farming is a multi-billion dollar
industry, and robots are being used to deliver smarter applications of
fertilizers and pest management. In the future, NRCA hopes to add a
drone programming module and enter some of the national robotic
competitions.
Over the course of a year, I genuinely enjoy seeing our students
at NRCA work hard in the lessons, overcoming their own fears
about trying to solve complex problems, and then watching them
succeed. At certain times, there is a unique buzz in
the class, and it is a pleasure watching students go
from knowing very little about programming and
problem solving, to then working in teams and
solving difficult engineering problems. 
By: Mr. Richard Martin, Robotics Teacher
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Alumni Spotlight

Alumni Sydney Ferrell
Shares Her Love of Music Through Teaching

S

ydney Ferrell, an alumna of NRCA, is pursuing her career in
the arts by teaching young students to embrace their talents for
the Lord.
The arts have always been a huge part of Ferrell’s life. She grew
up singing and acting and remembers being very interested in them at
a young age.
“There really was not one specific, inciting incident that lead me to
discover my passion for performance. Truly, I have always been singing,
dancing, and acting. From a very early age, I was dressing up and
putting on ‘one-woman shows’ for my family in our living room. I do
recall being in kindergarten and preparing for our school’s Christmas
musical. My best friend had one of the only solo songs in the production,
and at the last minute, she decided she couldn’t do the song anymore. I
grabbed the microphone from her and went onstage in her place, thus
beginning my official career, so to speak. After that, I started singing at
my church regularly and began taking piano lessons shortly thereafter,”
Ferrell said.
During her time at NRCA, Ferrell was involved in the Fine Arts
department. She has been in many plays and sang in the choir. It fueled
her career as a performer and helped her recognize that she wanted to
pursue the arts in college.
“The entire Fine Arts department at NRCA has greatly shaped the
performer that I am today. I began singing in the choir and auditioned
ensembles in fourth grade and continued until I graduated. As a
freshman, I performed in my first NRCA production as Mama Bailey
in “It’s A Wonderful Life” under the direction of Michael Green. The
benefits from being an active member in the arts at North Raleigh are
almost too many to name. The intense one-on-one direction laid a
solid foundation for my understanding of the necessity of faith within
theater. Little did I know, the educating and faith building that I was
receiving during my high school years would give me the strength to
navigate the challenges I discovered in the secular world of theater,”
Ferrell said.
After graduating from NRCA in 2012, Ferrell attended Meredith
College and earned her Bachelors of Arts in Vocal Performance and
Theatre. She is now a teacher educating kids in school and in private
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lessons.
“I am the General Music and Choir teacher at Gorman Christian
Academy in Durham, NC, and also teach private voice, piano, and
acting lessons through Music Academy South in Wake Forest, NC. In
the mornings, I educate students in all age groups from preschool to
eighth grade. I teach a wide range of differing musical concepts from
basic note recognition to theory, rhythms, and music history. In the
evenings, I train young vocalists healthy singing habits and help cultivate
their inner performer with specific techniques that are tailored to each
student. In addition to my day jobs, I spend my free time as a professional
vocalist performing with the NC Symphony, Master Chorale and with
anyone who needs me,” Ferrell said.
She hopes to learn more and further her career in this field. Performing
is what she is especially passionate about, and she hopes to impact others
through her own studio someday.
“l have been accepted to the Masters of Vocal Pedagogy program
at Belmont University in Nashville, TN, and am planning to attend
school there. After receiving my masters, I would love to open my
own vocal studio sometime in the future. I also plan on maintaining a
performance career on the side. Singing for people is truly one of the
things I love to do most, and I believe that it’s the perfect platform to
show the magnitude of God, to believers and non-believers alike. I also
hope to record my own album one day,” Ferrell said.
The Lord has been present in Ferrell’s life. She wants to use her talents
to spread the love of Christ and inspire others to pursue Him. NRCA
was also a huge part of her walk with Christ.
“I think that Christian performers often forget the sheer truth that
God has handed us a powerful resource that can be used as a tool for
conversation between people of different gender, race, religion, etc. We
are in a world that seeks to identify division, when performers should be
striving to see that we are in the perfect position to mend that division
and reach all kinds of people. I pray that all performers, singers, actors,
and artists come to realize what an honor it is to be given the gift of
performance. NRCA certainly taught me that,” Ferrell said. 
By: Zoe Winston, Shield Editor

“

Singing for people is truly one of the
things I love to do most and I believe
that it’s the perfect platform to show
the magnitude of God, to believers
and non-believers alike. I also hope
to record my own album one day.
~SYDNEY FERRELL
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NRCA Celebrates its Fourth Annual Founder’s Day

T

wenty-three years ago, North Raleigh
Christian Academy opened its doors.
The school was smaller back then, only
registering 401 students. Fast-forward to 2018,
and NRCA is Wake County’s largest K-12 school
and has one of the largest high school student
bodies in the school’s history. The school created
an event called “Founder’s Day” four years ago
on NRCA’s 20th anniversary to commemorate
the founding of the school and give NRCA
families time to connect at the beginning of the
school year. “Several years ago, NRCA surveyed
families,” Interim Superintendent Kevin Mathes
said. “Several responses indicated a desire to
have a celebration in the fall at the start of the
new school year to build a community among
our NRCA families.”
This year, the weather was perfect - sunny
and 80 degrees. “Activities include inflatable
bounce houses, rock climbing walls, horse rides,
and a petting zoo,” Mathes said. “The Founder’s
Day celebration is open to all NRCA families
and students.” Kids, and some parents, loved
jumping on all the different bounce houses and
were lined up to get a chance to hit the buzzer
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at the top of the rock-climbing wall. Everyone
at the event was having a great time. “Riding on
the pony and the petting zoo were my favorites,”
fifth-grade student Avery H. said.
For the first time ever, Founder’s Day
featured a concert at the end of the afternoon
festivities. “The afternoon was geared more
towards elementary students,” Mathes said.
“The evening concert was added to provide
a venue for middle school and high school
students to come together with their classmates
to enjoy the music of young, up-and-coming
Christian artists.”
The first act in the concert was the Hall
Sisters. The country-pop group is made up
of four sisters: Jessica, Natalie, Lydia, and
Valerie. “The Hall Sisters performed an amazing
concert,” junior Joshua Crockett said. “Their
sound was unique and that made it a cool
experience.”
After the Hall Sisters finished their set, all
in attendance headed down to the cafeteria
for free ice cream. It was a great way to spend
time waiting while the next band was getting
ready. The headliner, Jamison Strain, is a

contemporary Christian artist from Texas that
also tours around the country. Strain released
his first single with Grammy-nominated artist
Sarah Kelly and even opened for the Newsboys.
“Jamie Strain was incredible, and I’m so glad
that (Strain) was able to share [his] talent for
the Lord with the audience,” Crockett said. The
concert was a perfect end to a wonderful day.
When it was all finished, everyone left happy
and wanting to continue worshiping the Lord.
“The concert provided a grand finale for an
amazing day of giving God the glory for all
He has done in blessing NRCA over the last
23 years,” Mathes said.
Students and families had a great day
celebrating the start of the new school year
and worshiping the Lord. The event also did
a great job of connecting NRCA parents and
students while also strengthening the bonds of
family. Mathes was glad the day accomplished
its goal. “The weather was perfect to celebrate
NRCA and Kingdom Education,” Mathes said.

By: Bryce Hardesty, Shield Staff Writer
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“Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that
is at work within us.”
EPHESIANS 3:20

or

Speaker:
Ben Schettler

Spiritual Emphasis Week at NRCA

D

uring the week of September 16 through 19, NRCA held its
annual Spiritual Emphasis week with Ben Schettler as guest
speaker. Schettler is the founder and president of Ask or Think
Ministries, a non-profit focused on helping churches with cultural
engagement and gospel advancement.
Chapel services were held during the day on Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday with additional evening services on Monday and Tuesday.
Some key points that Schettler presented were having the capacity to
forgive others and loving others the way you love yourself.
“I enjoyed the night services more because I feel like the speaker
had more time to talk and wasn’t rushed. I also liked it because we sang
more worship songs and played games,” sophomore Ashley Mahl said.
Students enjoyed listening to Schettler’s message as well as praising
God through the dynamic worship time.
“I think it [Spiritual Emphasis Week] impacted the students at NRCA
on a very spiritual and serious level. It made everyone take a second look
at their life and reevaluate it. I also think that this week was definitely
a revival and no matter what, they [ God’s children] are truly loved in
a way no one else can love them,” sophomore Isabella McNeill said. 
By: Kendall Edwards and Shield Staff
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SEE YOU
AT THE
NRCA Joins Schools Across the World
to Pray at See You at the Pole

O

n Wednesday, September 26, NRCA students in elementary,
middle, and high school gathered in front of the school to
worship the Lord in prayer. See You at the Pole is a tradition
for NRCA, but the history of the event goes far beyond one school
in North Carolina. See You at the Pole was started in the ‘90’s when
a group of students in Texas decided to meet in front of their school
at the flag pole to pray with their fellow students. Since then, schools
across the world have joined in every year on the fourth Wednesday of
September to prepare their hearts for the remainder of the year. “The
purpose of [See You at the Pole] is to mobilize a global community
of student prayer. Since this event is much bigger than one school,
students are encouraged to pray all around the world,” Brian Kohout,
Director of Student Life at NRCA, said. NRCA students met in front
of the school at 7:15 on the morning of the event. After a short time
of student-led worship, everyone split into small groups to begin
praying. They were directed to pray for different aspects of life, from
personal struggles, to spreading kindness, to our government. “See
You at the Pole was an amazing experience that I am grateful to have
in a school setting. I prayed in a group with girls in my grade and
the grade below me. We prayed for our government and our school
theme of kindness,” junior Nia White said. Every student at See You
at the Pole had the opportunity to spend half an hour in prayer before
continuing with their busy school day. See You at the Pole sets a tone
of faith in a community for the rest of the year, which students are
encouraged to live out until this worldwide morning of prayer comes
again next year. 
By: Ellie Shafer, Shield Editor
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Clubs

so a friend sharpens another
PROVERBS 27:17

Discipleship Debut:

N

Middle School Adds Two New Clubs

RCA’s middle school staff is working to spread the gospel to
their students by offering discipleship clubs. As former middle
school principal, Interim Superintendent Kevin Mathes saw a
growing need for students to begin following Christ.
The proposed idea was two clubs, one for middle school boys and
another for middle school girls. These two clubs began this school
year and meet during lunch. Club 31, for middle school girls, is led
by seventh grade teacher, Amy Lilly and sixth grade teacher, Paula
Adams. The goal of the club is to spread the gospel to the middle
school girls.
“We discussed the importance of building each other up in Christ,”
Lilly said.
The club is also helping students grow in their faith and relationship
with God.
“[Club 31] has helped me spiritually by encouraging me to read
my Bible and do my best. Socially, it has improved my self-worth, and
my worth is in God not what others say about me,” seventh grader,
Lillie Wright said.
The main purpose of Club 31 is to provide an example of a godly
woman, as shown in Proverbs 31, the namesake of the club.
“The purpose of the Club 31 is for our middle school young ladies
to grow in their relationship with their Heavenly Father and learn
what it means to be a godly woman through studying Proverbs 31,”
middle school principal, Ted Hassert said.
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Knights of the Roundtable is the club for middle school boys. It is
led by eighth grade teacher, Timothy Gardner and sixth grade teacher,
Scott Reel.
“Knights of the Roundtable is a club designed for middle school
young men to understand what it means to be a true man of God from
a biblical perspective,” Hassert said.
The club’s main goal is to provide middle school boys with examples
of men from the Bible. These examples help the members of the club
grow in their relationship with God and learn about the Bible.
“Knights of the Roundtable will study great men from the Bible and
gain life applications. This club will use Proverbs 27:17 as their key
verse,” Hassert said.
The club is giving students an opportunity to spend more time with
God.
“It has helped me grow in God and helped me do my devotional
time,” seventh grader, Jayse Buckley said.
Knights of the Roundtable and Club 31 are helping students discover
their identity in Christ and study the Bible.
“We are prayerful that our middle school students will find their
identities in the Truth of what Jesus says about them and not rely on
what they do or how they perform to determine who they are,” Lilly
said. 
By: Nia White, Shield Editor

Middle School FCA
The Fellowship of Christian Athletes strives to see the world
impacted for Jesus Christ through the influence of coaches and
athletes by presenting to coaches and athletes, and all whom
they influence, the challenge and adventure of receiving Jesus
Christ as Savior and Lord, serving Him in their relationships
and in the fellowship of the church.
This is the mission of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes around the
world, and in the middle school huddle at North Raleigh Christian
Academy. Every Friday morning from 7:15-7:35, about a hundred
middle school students gather in the elementary gym to make much
of Jesus. They play, eat a wonderfully sugary breakfast (thanks to
generous parents), honor a team of the week, compete for a win in the
FCA Cup, and listen to a challenge from a speaker. FCA is a student
led ministry, and the leadership team is made up of seventh and eighth
grade students who do everything from chapel announcements to
running the game, from emailing speakers to wiping down bleachers.
FCA leaders learn quickly that leadership IS service. As seventh
grade leader Charlie Beguelin says, “The best thing about FCA is
having fun, but more importantly helping others have even more

fun.” That is servant leadership, when personal gratification takes
a back seat to servanthood. While wiping floors and stacking tables
don’t seem like tasks middle school students would apply to do, MS
FCA leaders find joy in the menial, because their work provides, in
the words of Erica Whitley, “a place where people can come and feel
like people want them there. Even if they come just for the food, they
are still getting to know Christ.” The environment created by these
fifteen students is what brings others back week after week, making
their parents get them to school early on Fridays to be a part of it.
They miss lunch with their friends every Wednesday to be discipled
by Mrs. Black and Mrs. Lilly on the five BE’s that have become this
year’s theme. “Be bold. Be kind. Be positive. Be inclusive. Be above
reproach.” The challenge to be these things started with last year’s
leadership team and spread to the entire huddle this year, as the
FCA shirts reflect the call to “BE.” Pray for NRCA’s MS FCA, as the
leaders and huddle members rise to the occasion to “walk worthy
of the calling to which they have been called” and encourage others
to join the great adventure of receiving and serving Jesus Christ. 
By: Amy Lilly, Middle School Teacher
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FORENSICS
CLUB

Inaugural year brings 66 student membership!

T

he Forensics Club is new to NRCA
this year. Students will learn the
history of forensic science and will
practice some of the techniques
for solving complex crimes.
“Our plan for this year is to look at
a couple of techniques in detail, both
the history and application. Afterwards,
we hope to provide some hands-on
experience in the technique in question,”
said Dr. Mitch Evans, Forensics Club
Sponsor.
The Forensics Club originated from
Dr. Evans’ observation of various
TV shows that are based on forensic
science. Evans added some of those
elements of forensic science into his
biology curriculum, and students were
immediately interested. When students
wanted to study the topic in more depth,
Evans decided to start a club.
“A few years after I began my career
as a science teacher, there seemed to be
an explosion of TV shows centering on
forensics and criminalistics - CSI, NCIS,
etc. I saw that many of the techniques
they used, while obviously dramatized
for TV, were based on the concepts I
was teaching in my class. At one of my
old schools, I designed a Forensic course
to serve as an elective where we studied
6-7 areas where science aids in the
criminal justice system. Here at NRCA,
I would pull from that old course in my
biology courses. Some of my students
expressed a desire to learn more about
the subject, and thus, the idea for the
club was born,” said Evans.
Forensics Club is not only for people
who want to pursue the investigative
sciences, but it is also for people who
just want to learn and explore a new
topic.

“My favorite part of Forensics Club is
connecting students at NRCA with a subject
that we all enjoy. I’m really looking forward
to all of the hands-on demonstrations we
will do,” said Forensics Club president, Will
Weider.
The study of forensics is complex and is
still a developing field; however, that’s what
makes it fun. With 66 members joining the
club in its inaugural year, it is obvious that
many students are fascinated by the
subject. Even though this
is the first year for the club,
Evans is looking ahead.
“The overall plan is to
get a three-year rotation
going so that a student
could go through all the
main concepts in the course
of their high school career,”
Evans stated. 
By: Victoria Moore, Shield Staff Writer
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FINDING

YOUR FIT

E

very year, NRCA hosts a College Fair
in hopes of educating students about
different colleges and about starting the
process of searching for the right college and
major. Thirty-four colleges were represented
this year, and students were given the
opportunity to have one-on-one conversations
with the representatives from each college.
This event is open to all sophomores, juniors,
and seniors. It is important to introduce the
college process to students early so they can
be thoroughly educated before they start the
application process.
The College Fair isn’t just for NRCA students.
Other local Christian schools were invited to
come as well. It exposes the students and those
visiting to colleges they might have never heard
of.
This event is just one of the many different
resources the students can use to make the
process of finding a college easier. 
By: Zoe Winston, Shield Editor
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Homecoming week ended with the Friday night football game versus
North Wake. Knights had better success this game than any other with
their passing game. Head Coach Chris Rivera agreed that his team was
aggressive. “We did a good job throwing the ball and putting together
nice drives,” Noa Lawton said. They played hard, but despite an early
touchdown run by senior Brandon Waugh, the Knights lost with a
final score of 44-6.

The Marching Band performed their show entitled “Motown” to kick
off the Homecoming festivities. Their show included “I Want You
Back,” “Respect,” “I’ll Be There,” a drumline feature, and “Ain’t No
Mountain High Enough.” The Drum Major for the Marching Knights
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this year is senior Suanna Smith. The Color Guard captains this year
are seniors Kenya Lester and Emma Rutherford. In addition to playing
for football games, the Marching Knights compete in three competitions and also perform in the Raleigh Christmas Parade each year.

Tuesday, Oct. 16
Decades Day

Dawson Oliver Crowned
Homecoming Queen
Homecoming 2018 began with a fun-filled
Spirit Week. On Tuesday, October 16, five senior
girls gave their homecoming speeches so that the
student body could vote for their homecoming
queen. Although the homecoming court consists
of two freshmen, two sophomores, two juniors,
and six seniors, only the seniors are competing
for homecoming queen.
Each senior girl on the court had a few minutes
to share what they felt God had placed on their
heart.
“The speeches were very moving and thought
provoking. They made me want to rethink how
I interact with other people. I thought that
everyone did a really great job,” sophomore Leah
Rendall said.
Most girls talked about things that they have
been struggling with throughout high school,
relating their speeches to most of the student
body.
“I thought that the speeches were very

inspiring, and I could really tell everyone spoke
from their hearts,” freshman Ainsley Parkerson
said.
This year’s homecoming court included
freshmen Elayna Davenport and Riley Buckley;
sophomores Caroline Arbelaez and Isabelle
Downs; juniors Skylar Buckley and Alexa
Gomez; and seniors Graceanne Boone, Natalie
Doebler, Madeline Huffman, Dawson Oliver,
and Kamryn Seymour.
“It was so cool to represent all the girls in
my grade. It also was awesome to be on the
court next to my sister, Skylar,” freshman
representative, Riley Buckley said.
The 2018 homecoming queen was announced
during halftime of the Friday night football
game - Dawson Oliver.
“It was emotional being on the court with my
best friends. It was fun, and I wasn’t expecting
it,” Dawson Oliver said. 

Wednesday, Oct. 17
Senior Saints Day

Thursday, Oct. 18
Farm Day

By: Ashley Humphrey and Taylor Beach, Shield Writers

Friday, Oct. 19
NRCA Day
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Junior and Senior Girls Face Off in
NRCA Powderpuff Tradition

O

n October 20, the senior girls played hard against the
junior girls in a close game which ended with the seniors
achieving victory. Powderpuff is a long-standing NRCA
tradition where junior and senior girls play flag football. The
game capped off an outstanding homecoming week, which
included spirit days, crowning the homecoming queen, and
a pep rally.
The game was tied at 0-0 until the last few seconds, when
senior Graceanne Boone kicked a field goal and captured the
win for the seniors. All the girls fought hard and were cheered
on by the powderpuff cheerleaders, which consisted of junior
and senior boys.
“I enjoyed cheerleading with all the guys of the class of
2020. I can’t wait for next year when we become seniors and
beat the upcoming juniors,” junior Bryce Hardesty said.

Another part of the halftime show was a twist on the traditional
crowning of a homecoming king. Knights of the Round Table
consists of four boys from both the senior and junior class, as
voted on by their peers. One senior boy is then picked as the
Knight of the Round Table. This year, Danny Aoun was crowned
and took a victory lap around the field in the gator which was
driven by Mr. Lykins.
“Being nominated for Knights of the Round table was an
awesome experience, and walking out onto the track at halftime
was amazing! It was an honor to represent the junior class as a
Knight,” junior member of the Knights of The Round Table John
Dubia said.
Powderpuff is a well-loved tradition by all students. Juniors
and the current sophomores are already looking forward to next
year’s game. 
By: Ainsley Parkerson, Shield Staff
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The Mark of
Senior Year
The senior class of 2019 had an exciting start to their year. On Friday,
August 24, the seniors had the great pleasure of signing the rock which
is located in front of the football stadium. This year marks the twelth
year since the tradition began. For many seniors, the rock signing was
a bittersweet moment. “Signing the rock is making me realize that this
is it for us, and we should enjoy every moment of it,” Senior Kenya
Lester said.
The seniors are glad that they have made it to the last
year of high school but also realize that high school
is coming to an end and college lies ahead. The
rock signing provided a great opportunity to
socialize with others from the grade that
they don’t normally talk to on a daily
basis.
Many seniors were looking forward to
this day. “How exciting it is to know
that the class of 2019 is staring the year
off with a bang!” senior, Jordan Moore
said. “This is the year that we experience
so much and do so much, and kicking
it off with the rock signing and knowing
whenever I walk past it my name’s on it,
gives me energy to move forward with the
rest of the year.”
The seniors of 2019 are ready to take on
anything that comes their way. There are
many more events, such as the New York trip,
Senior Field Day, senior lunches, and the Senior
Sunset that will take place, and the Class of 2019
is looking forward to each one. 
By: Karis Williams, Shield Staff

This is the year that we experience so
much and do so much, and kicking it
off with the rock signing and knowing
whenever I walk past it my name’s on it,
gives me energy to move forward with the
rest of the year.
-Jordan Moore
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SENIOR TRIP:
NAVIGATING NEW YORK

Seniors Travel Ahead
of Hurricane Florence
By: KARIS WILLIAMS,
SHIELD WRITER

		 NEW YORK CITY - Hurricane Florence made
landfall on Wednesday, September 14 – the same
day the seniors left for their trip to New York. The
daily changes in the storm’s predicted path left
some speculating about whether the trip would
be cancelled.
		 “I was hoping it wouldn’t be cancelled. I
had been looking forward to this trip since
kindergarten,” senior Hannah Arthur said.
		 Despite some initial concerns, students were
relieved when the buses departed as scheduled
on Wednesday morning.
		 “I think everyone was relieved when they
announced that we would still be able to go,”
senior Addie Lowder said.
		 That evening, students went on an excursion to
Citi Field to see a Mets baseball game. Even though
the rain cancelled the game, students enjoyed
hanging out with close friends. The next day, the
class went shopping and rode The Beast, a highpowered speedboat that took students for a tour on
the Hudson River. “They stop and let [students]
take pictures of the Statue of Liberty, but they also
go very fast and try to get the students wet with
the wake [from the boat],” Mrs. Suzanne Canady
said.
		 Later in the evening, everyone went to see the
Broadway show “Wicked.” “I had been wanting to
see it and finally had the chance to. It was really
good, and [I] would definitely recommend it to
anyone,” senior Mason Edwards said.
		 On Friday, the seniors went to Times Square,
explored Manhattan, and then shopped in many
different stores. That night, students were able
to choose between attending a Yankees baseball
game or seeing “Phantom of the Opera.” About
two-thirds of the students went to the play while
the rest enjoyed the baseball game. Finally, on
Saturday the seniors closed out the trip by stopping
in Philadelphia to see the Liberty Bell.
		 The Class of 2019 ate good food and explored
new places all while getting to know each other
a little better.
		 “The New York trip was a good opportunity to
bond with people that you don’t normally associate
with,” Senior Stephanie Tran said.
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Senior Field Trip

SEPTEMBER 12-15, 2018

The New York Times

STEPHANIE TRAN

“The New York trip was
a good opportunity to
bond with people that
you don’t normally
associate with.”
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“So many amazing memories were made with the best
people that I’ll never forget.”
-Makayla Bowden

A

ten-day expedition through the City of Love, the City of Light, and
the City of Smoke is how some of the Class of 2018 seniors closed
out their senior year. Seventy-eight seniors, the largest group from NRCA
ever to attend the annual trip, went on the “Classic Tour of Europe.”
The seniors departed from RDU on May 20. After a long flight,
the seniors arrived in London, England, and checked into the Royal
National Hotel. Their first stop was the British Museum, where they saw
the Rosetta Stone. Then, they went to Westminster Abbey and saw the
tomb of the unknown warrior, David Livingstone’s grave, and the altar
where kings and queens were crowned and married. The rest of the day
was spent taking pictures in the red phone booths and exploring the
cool features of London, like the London Eye, Big Ben, and the double
decker buses.
“London was awesome! It reminded me a lot of New York. We had
just gotten off a flight on which most of us stayed up the whole time, so
we were exhausted walking around to the different museums because
we didn’t get rest, but looking back, it was worth it. We went right after
the Royal Wedding, so it was pretty cool getting to see the location of
such a historic event. A few street vendors were selling Royal Wedding
themed stuff, so we saw Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s faces a lot.
Some of my favorite things we did included riding the London Eye and
watching Les Mis!” Savannah Hunt said.
The second day in London was full of tours. The seniors saw the
Tower of London, the Crown Jewels, Tower Bridge, 10 Downing Street,
and Buckingham Palace. For dinner, the class had fish and chips at
Frankie & Benny’s. They dressed up to see “Les Misérables” at Queen’s
Theater in the West End Theater District. Before the show, the class had
the opportunity to visit London’s China Town.
“The night we got to see “Les Misérables” was one of the best nights
on the Europe trip. Even though we were all super tired, the show was
amazing, and we got to eat some super great authentic fish and chips!
This night in London was definitely a highlight of the trip,” Brittany
Hayward said.
The next stop of the trip was Paris, the City of Love and delicious
crepes. The Class of 2018 took the Eurostar Chunnel Train and arrived
in the city early on the 23rd. They started their day at the Louvre, for
lunch and exploring. They then went to see the Arc De Triomphe and
take a stroll down Champs Elysees Avenue, the most well-known avenue
in Paris. Dinner was served at Hard Rock Café Paris. The night was
spent embarking on the sunset trip at the top of the Eiffel Tower. The
class then watched the spectacle of the Eiffel Tower lit up at night.
“I’d seen the Eiffel Tower years before, but good company makes
everything better, and that experience was no exception,” Cooper
Edmunds said.
The next morning was spent at the Notre Dame cathedral and eating
crepes nearby. “My favorite part of Paris was having crepes at Notre
Dame. I have this favorite little shop that makes the absolute best crepes
with Nutella chocolate, bananas, and strawberries, and lots of whipped
creme. And I usually end up with about forty or fifty seniors joining
me. But the Louvre is amazing, seeing the Mona Lisa, seeing the Venus
de Milo. There’s just so many incredible things in the Louvre,” former
Superintendent Dr. Sonny Sherrill said.
Afterwards, the class boarded a plane to Italy. The majority of the
trip was spent in Italy, specifically Pisa, Florence, Lucca, San Gimignano,
Siena, and Rome. Their first stop was Pisa to see the famous Leaning
Tower of Pisa, and then it was on to Florence. The seniors enjoyed a
pasta dinner and afterwards took a nighttime hike to the Pizarra del
Michelangelo to see Florence lit up at night. The night was completed
with a gelato stop, Dr. Sherrill’s favorite Italian treat.
“It’s (the best treat) because it’s a cross between Goodberries and
Coldstone. It’s just a step above. I think it’s the icy creme texture. That’s
the best way to describe it. And then they have so many flavors. We go
44 - SHIELD FALL 2018

to one place that has fifty different kinds of gelato. I mean
it’s crazy all the different kinds that they come up with,”
Sherrill said.
The first sight the seniors got to see was Michelangelo’s
Statue of David at the Accademia Gallery. The second stop
was at the Duomo, Florence’s main cathedral. The afternoon
was spent exploring the Italian markets. The seniors got to
have authentic Italian pizza for dinner. Afterwards, gelato
was Dr. Sherrill’s treat. The night concluded with a visit to
the beautiful Ponte Vecchio bridge at sunset.
“So many amazing memories were made with the best
people that I’ll never forget, but my favorite would have to
be racing up this hill in Florence with Rachel and Rebecca
and falling flat on my face in front of hundreds of people.
She won’t ever admit it, but Rachel tripped me,” Makayla
Bowden said.
The next day they took the train to Luca, Italy. Upon
arrival, the group had lunch and gelato. After lunch, they
rode bikes around the walls of the city. They returned to
Florence and then had an authentic Italian 3-course dinner,
at Giannino in San Lorenzo Ristorante. After dinner, there
was a walking tour of the City Centre.
“The food in Italy was substantially better than the
food in America. Essentially, it was the best part of the
trip,” Justin Armel said.
On May 27, the group traveled south through Tuscany
to San Gimignano. Then they arrived in Siena and were
guided through the little streets to Il Campo. They arrived
in Rome that night and had a 3-course dinner at the Parco
Tirreno Hotel. After dinner the seniors treated themselves
to some gelato.
The first full day in Rome was spent exploring. The
seniors took a tour of the Arch of Constantine, the Arch of
Titus, and the ancient Roman Forum. The tour concluded
at the Mamertine Prison, the traditional site of St. Paul’s
imprisonment. After lunch, they visited the Trevi Fountain
and the Spanish Steps. Then for dinner they had real Italian
pizza at Ristorante il Secchio.
The next day, the seniors visited Vatican City to see
the Vatican Museum and the famous Sistine Chapel. They
climbed all 551 steps to reach the top of St. Peter’s Basilica.
They then made their way across the Bridge of Angels
towards the Piazza Navona which is famous for its fountains
and local musicians. The students had a chance for a gelato stop before
visiting the Pantheon and stopping at the coffee factory. They closed out
the day with an incredible pasta buffet at Pastarito. The final beautiful
sight of the trip was the breath-taking view of the Colosseum lit up at
night and one final gelato stop.
“I remember having so much fun in Rome and dreading the day
we had to leave. On the last day, in a plaza, I went with a big group to
get gelato for the last time! It’s something we did often during the trip,
but this was the last one and it was special,” Lindsey Humphrey said.
On May 30th, the group woke up in Rome and headed to the airport
to make it back to home sweet home.
This was the last hurrah for the class of 2018. Following their arrival,
the seniors graduated on June 1, 2018.
“You know, I’ve never been on a bad NRCA Europe trip. They’re
all awesome. And every group is uniquely different. My wife says that
every year I always say that this is the best senior trip I’ve been on. I
said that this past year, and I have a feeling that that is probably what
I’m gonna say this next time,” Sherrill said. 
By: Ashley Humphrey, Shield Writer

Senior Europe Trip
A 12-year NRCA Senior Tradition Continues
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Knights Wear

ONLINE STORE
Store opens monthly from
the 1st-15th
Supplied through
Johnson Lambe Co.
Visit the store at

nrcaknights.com

Athletics Tab, Knights Wear
or
Campus Life Tab, School Store

ALL ITEMS WILL BE DELIVERED TO NRCA AFTER THE CLOSING DATE FOR ALL ORDERS (see date specified on store).
THE DELIVERY ESTIMATE IS 3-4 WEEKS AFTER CLOSING DATE AND WE WILL DISTRIBUTE THE ITEMS TO HOMEROOMS.

46 - SHIELD FALL 2018

O

c
i
n
i
l
C
r
Chee

n September 29, the North Raleigh Christian Academy
varsity cheer squad hosted a Cheer Clinic for students in
kindergarten through fifth grade from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. The
Cheer Clinic is a fundraiser for the cheerleaders’ trip to the national
competition in Orlando. The clinic taught the students some cheers
and routines to inspire them to be cheerleaders in middle and high
school.
Coach Rivera loves to teach the elementary students and wants
to inspire them. “I want to teach the elementary school students
that cheer isn’t some silly routine. I want to show them that it is a
competitive sport that they need to work hard in while having fun.
During the Cheer Clinic, we teach them basic cheers, routines, and

skills. I also want to motivate them to be confident and to be future
Knights cheerleaders,” Rivera said.
The cheerleaders who took part in the Cheer Clinic all have their
favorite part, too. “My favorite part of the cheer clinic was spending
time with the kids. I really enjoyed getting to know them, and [I am]
looking forward to next year!” freshman Madison Peters said.
Freshman Lauren Weider enjoys teaching students routines.
“The best part of the Cheer Clinic was hanging out with the girls
and showing them their routines. It was super fun,” Weider said.
The Cheer Clinic was inspiring and motivating but, most importantly, fun for both the elementary students and the Knights cheer
team. 
By, Evan Ko, Shield Staff
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Sports Highlights

Middle School Soccer
Wins Championship

E

xcitement started at the very beginning of the season for the
NRCA middle school soccer team. Even tryouts proved that this
team would be one that had the potential for success. With 12
returning players and 14 new players, there was a lot of work ahead
to learn how to trust teammates, but everyone quickly realized how
much more could be accomplished as they worked together as a team.
The boys learned the importance of laying aside their own goals for
the team goals and learned what it meant to encourage each other
through difficult games. Players found their inner strength to be able
to push through difficult opponents that pulled the team together.
The team worked together with different personalities, learning
styles, strengths, weaknesses, and personal drives, allowing the boys to
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become stronger for the finals. All of those differences made the team
stronger. At the beginning of the season, the boys worked through
skinned knees and some disappointments, but they picked themselves
up, dusted themselves off, and stood strong as a team. They were not
the team favored to win in the finals; the team that was favored was
the team that had won the last two years. However, after the last four
years of not winning a championship, our boys proved their strength
this year by winning the final game against Wake Christian Academy.
This team worked hard from the beginning of the season to the final
game. We witnessed wonderful improvements in skills and attitudes,
which directly contributed to the team’s success. 
By: Sally Pinon, Coach

NRCA JV Football Team:

T

Conference Champions

he NRCA Junior Varsity Football Team finished out their season
by winning the Big East Independent Football Conference
(BEIFC) Champions title. They shared the title with Ravenscroft
and Village Christian.
The team showed dramatic improvement even after starting the
year with 18 of their 22 starters having been replaced. Due to the
strong competition from opposing teams, Coach Bill Cook felt that
this season was one of the toughest the team has faced.
“They had a stretch of games in the middle of the season against
Ravenscroft, High Point, and Village that was as difficult as any we
have ever had at the JV level. They handled it well, played through
bumps/bruises/injuries, and fought hard every week,” Cook said.
This year, Cook has focused on teaching the team to pursue
excellence by using their talents to the best of their abilities.
“We call it pursuing excellence. That’s using the talents and abilities
God’s given us to the best of our ability to glorify Him in everything
we do, and that’s what we focus on,” Cook said.

The team has enjoyed the opportunity to use their faith and walk in
Christ to grow closer together and play for the glory of God.
“I feel that I have grown closer in my walk with Christ this year
because Coach Cook talks to us about stuff other than football,”
quarterback Landon Betts said.
The team finished out their season with a conference championship
win against Ravenscroft. Many fans attended the game to show their
support for the players.
“The guys played a great game against Ravenscroft. They knew what
they had to do and went out and did exactly what they needed to do. It
was easily their best performance of the year. This win gave us a share
of the BEIFC conference championship. This is the 3rd year in a row
that the JV team has won a conference championship,” Cook said. 
By: Taylor Beach, Shield Staff
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Be Here Now

Cherish the past. Prepare for
the future. Be here now.

T

he 2018 NRCA Girls Golf season can be summed up in three
words: Be Here Now. From the beginning of the season in
August to the NCISAA State Tournament in October, our team
was focused on golf and being present in the moment.
A team of nine, we had four returning players and five new players.
All of our returning players improved from last year. Their stats are
better, and they are stronger players, physically and mentally. Junior
Ellie Bauguess has been a wonderful team captain and a valuable
player, consistently playing in our top five. Her leadership has been
top-notch, setting a beautiful example for the other girls. Junior
Margaret Ann Andrews is new to our team, new to NRCA, and serves
as our assistant captain. A top three player, Margaret Ann represented
our golf program proudly at the NCISAA State tournament along with
8th grader Lily Kate Watson.
Freshman Ava Zellman is this season’s most valuable player. She
has been consistently in our top three and most often serves as our
number one player. Ava played her best round ever at the Conference
Championship, winning the entire tournament and setting a new
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school record, shooting a 76 (38 - 38). Placing first out of 25 players,
she made her mark not only on our golf program, but on the entire
TISAC conference. She will be one to watch in the coming years.
Our entire team will be here next year, and they are fired up already.
We’ll train hard during the off-season, in the weight room, and on the
golf course and will be even stronger next fall. 
By: Wesley Bauguess, Golf Coach

“…Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, I press on toward
the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus…”
PHILIPPIANS 3:13-14 (NIV)

Skylar Buckley

Commits to Mississippi State

S

kylar Buckley is the oldest daughter of Matt and Jenny Buckley,
collegiate athletes who passed their athleticism down to Skylar.
She started playing volleyball in fourth grade. By fifth, Skylar was
playing volleyball year-round, both beach and indoor, and by seventh
grade was being recruited by LSU, UNC, and Virginia Tech. Skylar’s
father is 6’7 and Skylar, at 5’8, was tall for a seventh grader, a trait that
carries a lot of weight in the volleyball world. Skylar was going to
be tall, like her father, and big schools were excited about her future.
Skylar’s skill set was developing, and she was improving in all aspects
of the game... except for the one she couldn’t control, her height. The
recruiting process for volleyball, as with any sport, is cutthroat, and
college coaches are not terribly concerned about the fragile psyches of
the players they court passionately and subsequently dismiss. Skylar
had to learn this at a very young age. By ninth grade, the excitement
of the early schools had waned; one had even recruited Skylar’s beach
partner after coming to a tournament to watch Skylar and realizing
that she hadn’t and likely wouldn’t get any taller. Skylar continued to
excel in the sport, playing with the class of 2019, though she is in the
class of 2020.
Prior to her sophomore year in high school, Skylar visited some
schools in Florida where she could possibly play both indoor and sand
at the collegiate level. It was on this trip, at Jacksonville University,
that she met Julie Darty, then head coach of Jacksonville’s indoor
team. Coach Darty is a believer, and the Buckleys connected with her
immediately. It was from Jacksonville, and Coach Darty that Skylar
received her first offer, followed by Stetson University and High Point
University. The August after her summer visits, Hurricane Irma was
wreaking havoc across the state of Florida, and Skylar’s mother Jenny
reached out to Coach Darty, to see if she was okay, and to offer her
prayers. A visiting pastor from Jacksonville had spoken at the Buckleys’

church that weekend, and Jenny shared how much she had enjoyed the
message. As God would have it, that pastor, Joby Martin, was Coach
Darty’s pastor. While Skylar loved Coach Darty, Mississippi State hired
her as their head coach and she left Jacksonville to coach the Bulldogs.
High Point’s offer seemed to be a good fit. It’s close to home, NRCA
alum Ali Thanhauser plays there, and Skylar really connected with the
High Point Assistant Coach, Taylor Unroe. So, on November 10th of
her sophomore year, Skylar committed to play indoor volleyball at High
Point University. Because she was committed, Skylar was prohibited
from talking with coaches from other schools, but her mom and aunt,
because they are her coaches at NRCA, were not. They found out that
High Point’s coach had gotten a job at the University of South Carolina,
but had not taken his assistant, Taylor Unroe with him.
The new High Point coach never contacted Skylar, a 2020 commit.
Was he just busy? Or was he not interested? Skylar became frustrated
with the lack of communication from High Point. The coaching change
had freed her to go somewhere else, but she wanted to follow God’s
leading. She travelled to Utah for a triple crown tournament. There were
lots of scouts in attendance, including one from High Point, but he was
not watching Skylar play. South Carolina and Mississippi State (where
Taylor Unroe now served as recruiting coordinator) were watching, and
Coach Unroe questioned High Point. Why are you not watching Skylar
Buckley? The scout was unaware that Skylar was a 2020 High Point
commit. Why did he not know? The list that the previous coach had
given had Skylar’s name listed on the back of the paper, and the new
coach had failed to see it. Skylar continued in her commitment to High
Point, and now that High Point was aware she was theirs, she met with
the new coach, having prayed that God would show her if she should
keep her commitment. The conversation centered on height... the 6’2’’
girl they had just signed, the 6’3’’ recruit they were working to get, and
the 2019 setter who was a measly 5’9’’. What could he possibly do with
someone so short? As the coach checked his watch for the umpteenth
time, Skylar received the clarity she had prayed for... Skylar is 5’8’’. She
called High Point the next day to decommit, confident that God was
leading her in a different direction, though not yet sure where that
would be.
Skylar’s parents prayed consistently that she would land somewhere
that her faith would be encouraged and that she would be loved. Now
that she was free of her commitment, the new Mississippi State recruiting
coordinator could contact Skylar, and she did. The Buckleys planned a
trip over Easter Break, praying once again for God’s direction, resting
in the truth of Proverbs 16:9, “In his heart a man plans his course,
but the Lord directs his steps.” On their way, they passed a billboard
quoting Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His
purpose.” As they pulled into Starkville, the Jumbotron at the football
stadium lit up with “Welcome Skylar,” and their meeting with Coach
Darty only reinforced the warm welcome. Skylar was invited to meet
with Joe Moorhead, the head football coach, who picked up a framed
verse from his desk and said, “I know one thing, ‘In his heart, a man
plans his course, but the Lord directs his steps.” Was this not the very
verse they had prayed as they asked for God’s leading? And God had it
in a frame on the football coach’s desk? Had He not brought both the
believing head coach and the assistant they loved to Starkville? While
they pondered the full ride offer that Coach Darty made to Skylar, Coach
called Riley, her younger sister, into the office, and offered her a full ride
to Mississippi State as well. As they considered that, Coach asked to
speak with Jayse, Sklyar’s little brother. He too was offered a full ride
as a team manager. A place where Skylar’s faith would be encouraged,
and she would be loved? It seemed that Starkville was that place, and
Mississippi State would be Skylar’s new commitment. Through tears
of joy, Skylar accepted Coach Darty’s offer. Starkville is 700 miles from
Raleigh, and no NRCA alums are currently on Mississippi State’s roster...
the comfort of the High Point commitment has turned to trepidation,
but, as Skylar’s mother often tells her, “The safest place you will ever be
is in the will of the Father.” It is a long and winding road from Raleigh
to Starkville, but the Lord is directing every step Skylar takes, as she
entrusts her will to His. 
By: Amy Lilly, Volleyball Assistant Coach
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NRCA Varsity Volleyball secures 4th State Championship in a row!

N

ine years ago, sisters Chris Murray and Jenny Buckley joined
the coaching staff at NRCA with one goal in mind, to share the
supremacy of Jesus Christ through the sport of volleyball. For
two years, they coached middle school before the varsity position opened.
Chris took the varsity job, and Jenny stayed on as middle school coach,
moving up to junior varsity as her children grew older still assisting
her sister as time allowed, and this year, the power duo that built a
dynasty was back together. (Assistant Amy Lilly joined Coach Murray
in her second varsity season.) It’s hard to argue with four straight state
championships. That is the dynasty that people know about. Chris
Murray has coached the varsity volleyball team for seven years. The first
three saw losses in the state semifinals, (and it is no small feat to get to
the final four), but the following four years resulted in championships.
How does one accomplish such dominance? Ironically, by emphasizing
that volleyball is NOT what life is all about. Coach Murray demands
that her players take the entire month of July away from volleyball. She
builds team unity by pool parties, escape rooms, laser tag, and kayaking.
She emphasizes service above self, as each year, the team finds a place
in the community to serve, from soup kitchens to grounds-keeping at
a local elementary school. Make no mistake, NRCA is serious about
volleyball, but the coaches continually point to Christ, and it is His
hand that directs the program.
After the third championship, NRCA lost seven seniors, two to
division one programs at Cornell and West Point. After last year’s third
championship, NRCA lost seven seniors, two to division one programs
at Cornell and West Point. This year, our rivals hoped it would be a
rebuilding year. And it was. However, even with twelve players, six of
whom were new to the varsity team and no seniors, the goal remained
the same: win states. Coach Murray worked tirelessly to find competitive
games for the team to prepare them for a championship run. The
Knights went to Charlotte for the Best of the Best tournament, hosted
the annual Volley with the Knights tournament, and traveled to Atlanta
for the Southern Invitational. In these three tournaments, and a WRAL
showcase match, the Knights played seventeen games against opponents
including the eventual 2A NCISAA State Champ, nine teams from four
states who all ranked in the top ten in their respective states, and the
top ranked teams in North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee,
besting two of the three number ones. NRCA entered the NCISAA
4A State Tournament with a 23-6 record, 9-0 in conference play. After
receiving a bye in the first round as the top seed, they sailed through
the quarters and semis and prepared to play in the finals against the
number two seed, Charlotte Country Day.
Coach Murray and Coach Buckley diligently scouted the opponent,
strategizing and game-planning to prepare for the match. With Imani
Lester, a starting middle hitter, home sick since the semifinal match with
an upper respiratory infection, uncertainty loomed, and there was much
to accomplish in Friday’s practice, the last before the championship game.
Observers of that practice would have been shocked at how it began,
but those who know these coaches and remember their goal were not.
The ultimate goal has never been about championships, but rather to
show the eminence of Christ. To that end, practice began in the dark,
with players lying on the floor with their eyes closed worshiping God to
Stephany Gretzinger’s “Out of Hiding (Father’s Song),” being reminded
of the Victory that has already been won. With a state championship
match the following day, the Knights spent the first part of their final
practice worshiping the God who got them there. There were strategies
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to execute, and positions to perfect, but first, there were hearts to get
right before the Father.
The match was to be played at NRCA, a privilege of the top seed, and
the Knights arrived early to warm up. Imani was back, the ever-loyal
Castle Crazies were out in force, and everything seemed in place for
a four-peat. The Enemy was not happy with the Knights’ priorities,
however, and the match began with the Knights barely winning the first
set. They were not playing well; balls were dropping, serves were missed,
and players were running into each other. This was not NRCA volleyball.
Though they fought valiantly in the second, the Knights dropped the
next two sets, losing the third set by nine points. The expression on the
players’ faces was fear, on the fans’... shock, on the coaches’... confusion.
What was going on? These girls who had trusted each other all season
were suddenly playing as individuals, and they were losing. Coach
Murray spent the break between the third and fourth sets reminding
the team how incredible they are, of the amazing talents they possess,
to listen to the Truth and not the lies of the Enemy who had convinced
them they would lose. The fourth set began with the Knights down,
again. Coach Murray called a timeout with the Knights down 16-20
and asked if everyone believed the they could win. Circumstances said
NRCA would lose, but a glimmer of hope remained in the hearts of the
players as Coach told them to pray, “I believe. Lord, help my unbelief.”
Tough serves from Emily Edge and an Imani Lester kill brought the
Knights within two, and Megan Murray served to a 22-22 tie. Skylar
Buckley’s kill, Imani Lester’s block, Payton Jones’ kill and two kills by
Riley Buckley finished the set with a 26-24 Knights’ victory. The match
was tied two sets to two. The fifth set (a game to 15 points, a mark the
Knights had failed to reach first all day) began, and NRCA found itself
behind again. Down 3-7, Coach Murray called a time-out, and the Body
of Christ, in the form of a packed house of Castle Crazies decked out
in pink, picked the team up and spurred them on. The Castle Crazies
chanted: “I BELIEVE THAT WE WILL WIN! I BELIEVE THAT WE
WILL WIN!” Coach Murray closed her eyes to listen, and the team heard
what they needed to hear. Skylar Buckley’s kill and following serves
tied the game at 8-8. Country Day called a time-out. In the huddle,
Coach Murray simply shared the cry of her heart as she emphatically
quoted, “I need You, Lord. I need You. Every hour I need You. My
one defense, my righteousness, O God, how I need You.” And the tide
began to turn. Payton Jones got a touch on the block which Morgan
Betts popped up for Payton to finish with a kill. During a four-point
service run by Hannah LeMaster, Emily Edge got an overkill and an
amazing block. The Knights defeated Country Day 15-11 and won their
fourth state championship.
In the team huddle after the victory, Coach Murray told the players
that she hoped they would remember this day, not that they won the
championship, but that God had answered when they were at the end
of themselves, reminding them of their need, and showing them His
faithfulness through the Body of Christ in a gymnasium full of fans
who never gave up. After a prayer of thanksgiving and giving God the
glory He deserves, the Knights celebrated their win with the fans who
carried them to it. This team celebrates four state championships in a
row, three all-state selections, four all-conference players, conference
player of the year. For Coach Murray, Coach Buckley, and Coach Lilly,
the victory that really matters is having players who diligently follow
Christ, and that is the dynasty for which they labor. 
By: Amy Lilly, Assistant Volleyball Coach
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Fine Arts

NRCA Welcomes
New Chorus Director

T

here are several new staff members
in the NRCA Fine Arts department,
including Marshall Butler, the new
choir director. Butler is taking the role held
by former Fine Arts director, Michael Green.
The North Raleigh Christian family is excited
for this new addition to the staff.
Butler previously taught chorus at Sanderson
High School for 22 years. He also taught
another 10 years of chorus at Rocky Mount
Senior High School. Butler was the minister
of Music at Riley Hill Baptist Church for
41 years. Butler attended Winston Salem State University, where he
received his education.
Growing up, Butler loved music and wanted to play piano for recording
artists. After playing in band, he then decided to join the choir. Once
he joined, he fell in love with it. 		
“Music taught me self-discipline. Music is so important to our lives;
it is a means of expression, communication, and praising God. In
studying music, it helps you get an understanding of various cultures.
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In learning music, it teaches us patience. In reading music, it requires a
higher level of thinking; especially the use of mathematics, and science.
In order to sing correctly you have to understand a certain amount of
Physiology and Anatomy,” Butler said.
Butler’s experience with high school choir gave him the initiative
to study music in college and, eventually, the desire to become a choir
teacher. It also led him to NRCA, where he hopes to make an impact
on the students in the fine arts department.
“I am very excited to teach the wonderful students of NRCA. I
hope that through my teaching, the students will see the love of Christ
through me. I am most excited to work with these amazing students,”
Butler said.
Butler’s enthusiasm for teaching and passion for music are
demonstrated daily in the classroom.
“He is really focused on helping us actually read and learn our music,
instead of just memorizing it. He is making us smarter musically,” Ava
Talerico said.
The NRCA family is pleased to welcome Marshall Butler to the NRCA
teaching staff. 
By: Daniel Blaise, Shield Staff

After Big Changes at NRCA,
Caitlyn Winters Joins
Fine Arts Department as Dance Director
“Mrs. Winters is an amazing dance teacher who helps us
learn the aspects of dance and have fun! [I am] so excited
to learn more from her the rest of this year,” eighth grader
Sydney Armstrong said.
This is a year of change for the Fine Arts Department.
Three new teachers have joined the staff, so students are
interested in the direction that the department will take.
“Mrs. Winters brings a fresh perspective to our dance
class. When our previous teacher left, we were unsure of what
the future would hold for the dance department, but Mrs.
Winters’ passion for dance has helped our class to develop
choreography skills,” junior Ellie Shafer said.
Winters will also be working in partnership with the rest
of the Fine Arts Department. She will be choreographing
the dance numbers in the spring musical, “The Music Man.”
Dance is a central part of this light-hearted musical, and the
cast cannot wait to see what Winters has in store for them.
Winters came to NRCA because she was eager to use her
passion in a school setting to glorify God. She is very happy
to be at NRCA and is excited to see what this school year
will bring.
“I am hoping that my presence will impact the Fine
Arts department in a positive way. I am bringing years of
experience in dance, performance and choreography, along
with a passion for the Fine Arts program,” Winters said. 
By: Ainsley Parkerson, Shield Writer

“

I started dancing when I was
only three years old and
always had a passion for it. I
studied dance in college and
began teaching right out of
college. It just made sense
to me because it was what I
loved to do.

“

A

fter the Green family’s departure, several new teachers
joined our school’s fine arts department. One new staff
member is Caitlyn Winters, the new dance director,
who is replacing Chelsea Green.
Winters, who has been teaching dance for more than 10
years at various dance studios, grew up in Burlington, North
Carolina, and moved to Raleigh in 2010. Apart from teaching
several classes at NRCA, she also teaches dance part-time at
The Dance Attic in Wake Forest. She studied at Elon University,
earning a BFA in Dance Choreography and Performance.
Although Winters began teaching straight out of college, NRCA
is her first school-based teaching position.
“I started dancing when I was only three years old and
always had a passion for it. I studied dance in college and began
teaching right out of college. It just made sense to me because
it was what I loved to do,” Winters said.
Winters teaches four classes at NRCA: Honors Dance, the
high school dance elective, and two middle school dance classes.
Her students range from sixth grade to seniors. She is most
excited to work with so many new students and to help them
share their talent and impact others at the school. Winters
also loves to help students become better in all areas of dance
technique. Students of all
ages enjoy Mrs. Winters
classes and feel like she
helps them develop their
dance skills, no matter
how advanced they are.

-CAITLYN WINTERS
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New Fine Arts Director
Steps into the Spotlight
NRCA ALUM RETURNS HOME
The new school year always brings new changes, and this
year one of the biggest changes at NRCA is in the Fine Arts
department. Last year, Fine Arts Director and choir teacher
Michael Green ended his tenure at NRCA. While he will
be missed, this year marks a fresh start for the Fine Arts
department.
NRCA Class of 2002 alumnus, Zachary Roberts, has
stepped into the role of Fine Arts Director and theater
teacher. Roberts attended Campbell University and East
Carolina University for his undergraduate degree in theater
and theater education. After graduating, Roberts furthered
his education with a Master of Fine Arts in Directing from
Western Illinois University.
Roberts previously taught at Southeast Raleigh Magnet
High School for seven years. After leaving Southeast, Roberts
came back to his alma mater to teach.
“God opened a door for me to teach here in May when I
was already looking for a new teaching opportunity. NRCA
feels like a home to me, and I am so excited to be able to
teach and direct here. It truly feels like coming home again,
and I am so grateful for the opportunity,” Roberts said.
This year’s fall production of “Pride and Prejudice” is based
on the novel by Jane Austen and set during the Napoleonic
Wars in rural England. The play is about a young woman
who falls in love with a man that is in a different social class.
“I have always loved the 2005 film, and I was looking for a
play with strong roles for both female and male actors. ‘Pride
and Prejudice’ is a story of change, and I felt that as we are
undergoing changes here at NRCA, we should embrace that
change and seek the Lord’s guidance for the future,” Roberts
said.

56 - SHIELD FALL 2018

Preparation for the fall production began in August with
practices and set building. While Roberts is excited for a
fresh start, there are still many challenging parts in directing
a play.
“Blocking a show is definitely the hardest part of directing
a play for me. Keeping the stage picture full and interesting
to engage the audience’s attention is always hard. Keeping
the production moving and quick paced is also a challenge,”
Roberts said.
The students in the theater department are also greatly
impacted by the arrival of Roberts. He hopes to bring a
Christian worldview to the theater.
“I hope my impact at NRCA will be a spiritual one.
My hope is that the students will join with me in learning
more about what it means to be an artist who is a
Christian. I hope that our productions will bring
entertainment and enlightenment to the NRCA
community,” Roberts said.
The students and teachers alike welcome
Roberts as an addition to the school and are
excited to see what he has to offer. Roberts is also
excited for the changes he has brought to NRCA.
“I am most excited about the opportunity to
work with the students and faculty in the Fine
Arts department. So far, I have felt embraced and
encouraged by all, and I am so excited about the
opportunity to create art with these incredible
students,” Roberts said. ■
By: Nia White, Shield Staff

“My hope is that the students
will join with me in learning more
about what it means to be an
artist who is a Christian.”
-ZACHARY ROBERTS
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Change Is Never Simple or Easy

eginning in late August, the student artists of North Raleigh
Christian Academy began work on Jane Austen’s romantic
comedy “Pride and Prejudice.” For two months, these same
students tackled this 1800’s masterpiece seeking to create a play that
would charm audiences and, hopefully, guide them through the truth
found within the story. “Pride and Prejudice” is about many things,
but this production chose to focus on change and growth through
difficult circumstances.
At first, Miss Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy can’t truly abide one another,
but Mr. Darcy soon finds himself taken with Elizabeth’s wit and
charm. She presents a challenge that Mr. Darcy doesn’t expect, and
he is overwhelmed by love for her. When he presents his love to her,
Elizabeth rejects him because she believes truthfully that he is reason
for a separation of affection between her sister Jane and Mr. Bingley.
Mr. Darcy does not give up, however, and he perseveres for Elizabeth’s
heart. In the end, his change of heart toward Elizabeth persists, and
he winds up winning her affections. Elizabeth, first pursued by Mr.
Collins and then also by Mr. Darcy, finds herself caught up in the
whims of circumstances and must navigate difficult waters. After
learning that Mr. Darcy has saved her family from the machinations

of Mr. Wickham and her careless sister Lydia, Elizabeth begins to have
her own change of heart. She learns that she has misjudged Mr. Darcy
and that her prejudiced heart has deceived her. She hopes to requite
Mr. Darcy’s love, and she finds herself fortunate that his feelings have
only grown for her.
This beautiful movement of Elizabeth toward Mr. Darcy mirrors
our journey toward Christ. Although we might at first reject Him,
nevertheless Christ continues to pursue us even to the point of death
on a cross. Change is never simple or easy, and just like Elizabeth’s
winding journey toward Mr. Darcy, the Holy Spirit works in and
through our hearts to make us more like Christ.
The cast featured thirty NRCA students, led by juniors Isabel
McInnis and Donovan Miller and directed by new Fine Arts Director
Mr. Zachary Roberts. The stage crew was led by stage manager Alex
Bissette, and the booth crew was led by Jude Pizzino and Tyler Sadel,
all NRCA Students. Mr. Tim Gardner, the shops and trades teacher,
designed and built a beautiful, fluid set, and Mr. Jason Pizzino,
broadcasting teacher, created a colorful, smooth lighting design. 
By: Zachary Roberts, Fine Arts Director
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NORTH RALEIGH CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
SQUIRE THEATRE PRESENTS

SHOW TIMES
Thursday, April 4, 2019 - 7:00 pm
Friday, April 5, 2019 - 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 6, 2019 - 1:00 pm
Saturday, April 6, 2019 - 7:00 pm

Thursday, April 11, 2019 - 7:00 pm
Friday, April 12, 2019 - 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 13, 2019 - 1:00 pm
Saturday, April 13, 2019 - 7:00 pm

Purchase tickets online under Fine Arts/Coming Attractions:

NRCAKNIGHTS.COM

or call the Ticket Office at (919) 573-7900 ex. 1642
7300 Perry Creek Road, Raleigh, NC 27616
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