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Kingdom Education

School Core Values

Truth
Scripture is the revealed Word of  God and is taught as truth, which 
is then integrated into the learning experience.  Students are taught 
that the Ends priorities are: 

 • All truth is God’s truth.
 • They are created in the image of  God.
 • They must confront the issue of  sin and    

 redemption.  
 • They can know God as revealed in Christ and    

 made present by the Holy Spirit.     
 • They can have a personal relationship with our    

 Lord Jesus Christ.
 • They can live honestly and responsibly.

 • They can fulfill God’s plan for their lives. 
 

 

Intellectual Development
The Christian mind should be the best mind, enlightened by 
the mind of  Christ and one that integrates God’s principles with 
academic pursuits. The Ends priorities are to develop students 
with a biblical worldview who are well prepared in all academic 
disciplines with an emphasis on: 

 • Accurately interpreting the Word of  God.
 • Mastering communication skills.
 • Showing proficiency in mathematics and science.
 • Understanding history and God’s role in it. 
 • Appreciating literature and the arts.
 • Reasoning and thinking critically.
 • Finding, analyzing, evaluating, and appropriately   

 using information.
 • Integrating faith and learning in all academic    

 disciplines.
 • Developing innovative curriculum and programs.
 • Teaching Bible as an essential core subject in the   

 academic curriculum.  

 

 

Christian Leadership
The Board of  Governors, Superintendent, administration, faculty, 
and staff shall be committed followers of  Christ, teaching and 
leading from a biblically integrated perspective. The Ends priorities 
of  those engaged with the school’s governance, leadership, and 
teaching will be to: 

 • Model Christ in their teaching and leading.
 • Reflect and support the school’s mission and    

 core values.

 • Understand and focus on achieving the school’s   
 vision and expected outcomes.

 • Exhibit love, justice, humility, and service    
 throughout the community.

 • Implement in all cultural contexts a thoroughly    
 biblical philosophy of  education.

 • Reflect a Christ-like sensitivity relevant to a    
 diverse school community. 
 

 

Potential in Christ
Every learning experience aims to enable students to reach their full 
potential in Christ.  Ends priorities will focus teaching on: 

• Providing programs and services appropriate for   
 the student.

• Establishing awareness of  the student’s relationship   
 and responsibility to society.

• Developing students intellectually, spiritually, socially,   
         emotionally, physically through every curricular and co-            
          curricular activity.  

• Making disciples.
• Preparing for works of  service.
• Developing an eternal view of  life.
• Thinking and processing information in the    

 context of  a biblical worldview.

 
Operational Integrity
The school’s day-to-day operational practices are a consistent model 
of  integrity, efficiency, and accountability.  Ends priorities of  biblical 
values are consistently implemented as the school: 

 • Reflects the high road to policy development and   
 accountability in board governance.

 • Manages people resources ethically and justly.
 • Manages and monitors school finances with    

 integrity and disclosure.
 • Conducts straightforward and Christ-like relations   

 with the government and its agencies. 
 • Creates ethical, clear, and open strategies in business,   

 development, marketing, and personnel.
 • Conducts fair and consistent classroom management.
 • Reflects honesty, openness, and fairness in    

 parent relations.  
 • Maintains high academic standards with internal and  

 external evaluation.
 • Initiates a plan of  consistent evaluation and assessment   

 for continuous improvement.  

As NRCA endeavors to fulfill its mission and realize its 
vision, our ministry is characterized by the following:

But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen 
plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of  God.

~John 3:21

School 
Core

Values
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Kingdom Education

Staff Core Values

Evangelism
We believe there is nothing more important than encouraging people 

to respond to the gospel of  Jesus Christ.  We desire to disseminate the 

gospel of  Jesus Christ to as many people as possible.  We believe the 

ultimate purpose in living is to know and glorify God and to attain 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, beginning within our own 

school families and then reaching beyond to the rest of  the world that 

does not know of  His love and sacrifice.

God’s Ministry
This ministry was God’s idea, and we do not own it.  We are simply 

the stewards of  the opportunities and the resources He sends our 

way.

Assisting Families
NRCA started by having a mission that included, “assisting families”.  

Our primary focus each and every day is simply meeting the needs of  

our families and friends.  It is our calling.

Sense of Community
People will make a decision about who Jesus is by the way we treat 

them and the way we treat each other.  Therefore, our responses will 

be personal, gracious, timely, and generous.

Integrity
Because we live before an all-seeing God and are subject to public 
scrutiny, we attempt to be above reproach in the operation of  

this ministry by holding ourselves to the highest standards of  

accountability.  We want to be worthy of  the trust that has been 

placed in us by our school families.

Excellence
We focus on the details to provide the highest level of  quality we can 

achieve for the glory of  God and the benefit of  our constituents.

Family
We believe that the institution of  marriage was intended by God to 

be a permanent, lifelong relationship between a man and a woman, 

regardless of  the trials, sickness, financial reverses, or emotional 
stresses that may ensue.  We believe that children are a heritage from 

God and a blessing from His hand.  We are therefore accountable 

to Him for raising, shaping, and preparing them for a life of  service 

to His Kingdom and to humanity.  We believe that human life is of  

inestimable worth and significance in all its dimensions, including 
the unborn, the aged, the widowed, the mentally handicapped, the 

unattractive, the physically challenged, and every other condition in 

which humanness is expressed from conception to the grave.

Kingdom Education
Kingdom Education is a life-long, Bible-based, Christ-centered 
process of  leading a child to Christ, building a child up in Christ, 

and equipping a child to serve Christ.  We believe that God has 

ordained three basic institutions—the church, the family, and the 

government—for the benefit of  all humankind.  The family exists 
to provide a safe and secure haven in which to nurture, teach, and 

love the younger generation.  The church exists to minister to 

individuals and families by sharing the love of  God and the message 

of  repentance and salvation through the blood of  Jesus Christ.  The 

government exists to maintain cultural equilibrium and to provide a 

framework for social order.  The Christian school serves as a bridge 

in uniting these institutions within the community in the fulfillment 
of  Kingdom Education (Deut. 6:7-9).  

Kingdom Education is a campaign for righteousness.  This campaign 

into which we are called is as straightforward as the Gospel itself.  

Our goals are: to bring people to Christ; to deepen the walk of  those 

who have been nominal believers; to clearly introduce the doctrines 

of  His Lordship, sin, repentance, forgiveness, and justification by 
faith to those who do not know God or those who only know Him 

as a ‘Friend’ and Creator; to point everyone to the resurrection and 

to judgment in the next world; to encourage young people and their 

parents to live by His standard of  holiness and obedience to the Lord; 

to encourage intensive scriptural study and application of  His Word 

to all areas of  life; to motivate the people of  God to practical actions 

in their communities and our nation in defense of  righteousness; and 

to inspire those who are working at NRCA to love one another in 

a way that is pleasing to Him and displays to all the love of  Christ.  

Let Kingdom Education burn within the hearts of  every member of  

NRCA, and let it take root in each office, class, program, and activity 
of  this ministry.

Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.

~Deuteronomy 6:7

Staff 
Core

Values
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Why Christian Education?

W
hat will our society be like in 20 years?  What 

will our homes be like in this same period of  

time?  What type of  person will be sitting in our 

church pews each Sunday in the next decade?  

There has been an alarming increase in the 

secularization of  not only our culture but also of  Christianity.  

Dr. Ravi Zacharias shared five major changes that have had a 
significant impact on the cultures around the world:  

1. The willingness of  atheism to live with its dire   

 consequences.

2. The sweeping impact of  eastern mysticism that will  

 deny the uniqueness of  Christ.

3. The controlling impact of  the visual.

4. The rising reality of  a youth-oriented world.
5. The lost center of  cultural molding that has resulted  

 in the loss of  a single source of  authority with the  

 right to lay claim to moral direction.

There is nothing more important to the future of  the home, the 

church, and society than the proper education of  our children 

and youth.  Recent studies show that “only 7% of  born-again 
teenagers base moral choices on biblical principles.  Moral 

decision-making was doing whatever feels right or comfortable 
in a situation. The alarmingly fast decline of  moral foundations 

among our young people has culminated in a one-word 
worldview: ‘whatever.’”  Young people simply do whatever.  

Dr. Glen Schultz, author of  Kingdom Education says, 

“Kingdom education must be in control in the homes, the 

churches, and the schools of  our society.  When biblical 

principles of  teaching and learning are applied consistently 

at home, at church, and at school, the child will have a firm 
foundation laid on which he can live pleasing to the Lord.”  

Kingdom education is about fulfilling Joshua 1:8 and the 
command to meditate on God’s Word day and night.  This 

series of  articles is an attempt to make every Christian aware 

of  God’s plan for training children and youth and then to 

motivate them to be sure that their children are receiving such 

an education.

“Kingdom education is a life-long, Bible-based, Christ-
centered process of  leading a child to Christ, building a child 

up in Christ, and equipping a child to serve Christ.”  The first 
implication is that kingdom education is a life-long process.  
Kingdom education continues even into adulthood.  The 

second implication is that the foundation of  all truth is the 

Word of  God.  Therefore, Kingdom education must be bible-

based.  Finally the process must be Christ-centered.  Colossians 
2:3 states that in Christ “are hid all the treasures of  wisdom 

and knowledge.”  All things were created by Christ and for 

Christ.  The reality of  the preeminence of  Christ must be 

woven throughout every fiber of  true education.  

When you study Kingdom education, it is clear that this 

process consists of  two primary actions and one primary 

goal.  First, Kingdom education is a process to lead a child to 

Christ.  The gospel must be central to all aspects of  a child’s 

education.  Second, Kingdom education does not stop once a 

person comes to Christ. In Colossians 2:7, Paul speaks of  being 

“rooted and built up in Him, and established in the faith.”  We 

need to beware and not be ruined by philosophies and empty 

teaching that is based on the traditions of  this world and not 

on the principles of  Christ.  Finally, we need to give attention 

to the ultimate goal of  Kingdom education.  Romans 8:29 
clearly states that God has “predestined every Christian to be 

conformed to the image of  His Son, Jesus Christ.”  Paul spoke 

of  the importance of  having the right goal when educating 

others.  He wrote, “We proclaim Him, warning and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 

mature in Christ.”  As we train our children through Kingdom 

education, they will move toward being more like Christ.  It 

requires the union of  the home, the church, and the school 

for Kingdom education to succeed.  Simply illustrated, a two- 
or four- legged stool will not be stable on ground that is not 
level.  A three-legged stool of  the home, church, and school will 
provide stability in a culture that is not on a level playing field.  

This is the mission of  North Raleigh Christian Academy. We 

are here to “assist families…by instilling biblical principles in 

students’ lives so they might impact their society for Christ.” 
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of  your mind that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 

and perfect, will of  God.”  The Holy Spirit correctly focuses 

the student’s knowledge to bring about moral conformity to the 

image of  God’s Son.  Ultimately, this image-bearing will result 
in godly character.

A pupil-related philosophy of  Christian education focuses on 
what God intends every child to be.  Parents and teachers 

understand that each child is a special creation of  God (Psalm 

139) and made in the image of  God (Genesis 1:27).  Yet, due 
to sin, they are fallen and in need of  a Savior.  Ephesians 2:8-9 
says, “For by grace are ye saved by faith, that not of  yourselves, 

it is a gift of  God.”  Every child can be saved and be whom 

God intended them to be.   Ephesians 2:10 shares that “we are 

his workmanship created in Christ Jesus.”  Christian education 

is to instill in a child the knowledge of  God; guide him in 

the development of  his personal faith; and help him in the 

establishment of  his Christian worldview.  Parents and teachers 

are to teach children to love God with all their heart, soul, 

mind, and strength.  They are to share that they can have a 

transforming, personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Their 

ministry is to assist them in formulating a Christian mind that is 

able to think and act according to Biblical principles. “According 

as His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 

unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of  Him that hath 

called us to glory and virtue” (II Peter 1:3).  A pupil-related, 
philosophy of  education prepares a student to impact society 

and bring glory to the Lord.

A socially-oriented philosophy of  education teaches young 
people how to interact and relate with the world.  The student 

understands that all of  life is God’s.  There is no secular and 

sacred.  All truth is God’s truth.  The parents and teachers 

integrate faith and Biblical values into a lifestyle reflecting a 
Christian worldview by example and instruction to their students.  

This Bible-based belief  system determines their attitudes in life 
and leads to holy and responsible life choices.  “And whatsoever 

ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of  the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by Him” (Colossians 3:17). 
Students with this Christian worldview model Ephesians 4:12, “the 

perfecting (maturing) of  the saints, for the work of  the ministry, 
for the edifying of  the body of  Christ.”  As Bible-based, Christ-
centered, Holy-Spirit-controlled believers, they have become an 
imitation of  their parents and teachers (Luke 6:40).  They are 
modeling the image of  the Lord Jesus.  This is the mastery and 

success of  a philosophy of  Christian education.  This brings 

honor and glory to God.

The Philosophy of 
Christian Education

E
ducation has been defined as “the process by which 
children and youth develop knowledge, skills, and 

character, especially through formal instruction, 

training, and study.” Philosophy, according to Webster’s 

Dictionary is “a pursuit of  wisdom; a search for truth 

through logical reasoning; an analysis of  the grounds of  and 

concepts expressing fundamental beliefs.”  The Greek define 
philosophy as “the love and pursuit of  knowledge and truth.”  

Adding Christianity, the indispensable ingredient, our philosophy 

of  Christian education is like an artist who steps back from his work 

to view the masterpiece in its entirety.  How he relates the parts 

to each other and to the whole reveals the mastery and success of  

his work.  The effectiveness and outreach of  our ministries hinge 
upon the development of  our philosophy of  Christian education.   

 

Dr. Glen Schultz defines the philosophy of  Christian education 
in a broader sense as Kingdom education which is “a life-
long, Bible-based, Christ-centered process of  leading a child to 
Christ, building a child up in Christ, and equipping a child to 

serve Christ.” This definition identifies the five pillars of  a true 
philosophy of  Christian education: Bible-based, Christ-centered, 
Holy Spirit-controlled, pupil-related, and socially-oriented.

A Bible-based philosophy of  Christian 
education presents the Bible as 

the foundation of  all knowledge.  

Every aspect of  education must be 

integrated into God’s truth.  The 

scope of  God’s truth is universal. 

God’s truth is not dependent 

upon what education does. The 

integration of  education should 

merge into living union with God’s 

truth.  A living union of  all aspects 

of  education must take place. The home, church, and school 

must establish their precepts upon the Bible.  Their premise must 

be that all truth is God’s truth; their communication must speak 

the truth in love seasoned with grace; and their conduct must 

speak louder than words realizing the powerful influence of  godly 
behavior. The result will be children of  integrity and honesty 

balanced by God’s Word, and fit for the Master’s use.  “Sanctify 
them through thy truth; thy word is truth” (John 17:17).  Let us 
integrate the truth in every discipline. “All scripture is given by 

inspiration of  God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (II Timothy 

3:16). May the truth come alive in their hearts.  The truth must 
be the unifying factor between the home, church, and school. 

A Christ-centered philosophy of  education recognizes that Jesus 
Christ is our authority and Lord of  truth.  “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life” (John 14:6).  Jesus Christ is our foundation.  
“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 3:11).  The Lord is our wisdom and 
knowledge.  “In whom are hid all the treasures of  wisdom and 

knowledge” (Colossians 3:3).  The Son of  God is our stability.  
“Rooted and built up in him, and established in the faith, as 

ye have been taught (Colossians 3:7).  Christ is to have the 
preeminence in all things.  Dr. Paul Kienel said, “The purpose 

of  Christian school education is to show children and young 

people how to face Christ and then with the vision of  Christ in 

their hearts to face the present world and the world to come.” 

We should lead our students to salvation in Christ, build them up 

in their faith, and equip them to serve Him.  The result will be a 

spiritual haven where Christ reigns and learning is paramount.   

Oswald Chambers said it best, “The sweet sign that God has 

done a work of  grace in our hearts is that we love Jesus Christ 

best; not weakly and faintly, not intellectually, but passionately, 

personally, and devotedly, overwhelming every other love of  

our lives.”  This is the work of  a Christ-centered philosophy of  
Christian education.

A Holy Spirit-controlled philosophy of  education acknowledges 
the work of  the Holy Spirit in the lives of  parents, teachers, and 

students.  The parents and teachers must have His guidance to 

impart the truth to their students effectively and appropriately.  
“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 

Comforter, that he may abide in you forever; even the Spirit 

of  truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him 

not, neither knoweth him; but ye know him; for he dwelleth with 

you, and shall be in you” (John 14:16-17).  Parents and teachers 
must rely on the power of  the Holy Spirit to think Christianly 

and to effectively communicate the truth in the education of  
their children.  Students need the leadership of  the Spirit to be 

image-bearers of  Christ.  Romans 12:2 tells us, “And be not 
conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing 

What is the Value to My Child?

“A Bible-based 

philosophy 

of Christian 

education 

presents the 

Bible as the 

foundation of all 

knowledge.”
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Why Does NRCA Exist?

Impacting Lives for Eternity

T
he question may be asked, “Why does North Raleigh 

Christian Academy exist?”  I believe there is a new civil 

war raging across America.  It is a war of  values and to 

the victor goes our children. It is a war of  ideas.  Two sides 

with totally different worldviews are fighting.  The target is 
our children. The major fight is on the educational front.  The winner 
will control the culture and the loser will fade from memory.  America 

has changed from its foundations of  a Judeo-Christian culture which 
supported the basic principles of  the Bible.  Today, the culture opposes 

and attacks these basic truths.  There is no absolute truth in the eyes 

of  today’s culture.  Truth is relative, created and determined by the 

individual through his experiences, a construct of  culture.  Thinking is 

subordinate to feelings.  Education focuses on processes and experiences 

so that students can create what they believe to be truth.  The result is 

tolerance.  It is okay for you to believe that way, but if  I determine it is 

not true based on my feelings and experiences, then that is okay as well.

Dr. Ravi Zacharias states there are five major changes in our culture: 
(1) The willingness of  atheism to live with its consequences, (2) The 
rise of  eastern religion and the denial of  the uniqueness of  Christ, (3) 
The controlling impact of  the visual, (4) The rising reality of  a youth 
oriented world, and (5) The lost center of  cultural molding.

With cultural change and no absolutes, today’s teens filter truth through 
experience.  72% of  teens agree that you can tell if  something is 

morally right if  it works in life.  Teenagers are moving away from 

“adopting biblical theology.”  They are following a syncretic, culture-
based theology.  Someone has said that this generation “hears with its 

eyes and thinks with its feelings.”  Research suggests that 70% of  teens 

involved in church youth groups will have stopped attending church 

within two years of  graduating from high school.  

How do we reverse these trends?  We must get back to following 

God’s directions on how to raise (educate) the next generation to be 
godly in Christ Jesus.  This is why North Raleigh Christian Academy 

exists!  One’s philosophy of  education shapes and directs all that takes 

place through the educational process.  

Kingdom education is the lifelong, 

Bible-based, Christ-centered process of  
leading a child to Christ, building a child 

up in Christ, and equipping a child to serve 

Christ.    It exists when God reigns in the 

entire educational process of  a young person.  

It involves bringing the church and school 

into a partnership with the parents.  As our 

mission states:  NRCA is a community 

Christian school assisting families by providing excellence in academics, 

fine arts, and athletics while instilling biblical principles in students’ 
lives, so they might impact their society for Christ.

Kingdom education focuses on the development of  a biblical worldview 

in the heart and mind of  each individual student.  It influences each 
student’s beliefs, values, and actions.  One’s belief  system is important 

because one’s concept of  reality and truth determines one’s beliefs.  

One’s beliefs shape one’s values.  One’s values drive one’s actions.  

While we need to fear what our children could be tempted to do, we 

need to be more concerned with what our children are led to believe.  

How are we going to be able to accomplish this task?  A spiritual revival 

will put us back in touch with Christ personally.  Only a “reformation” 

of  our belief  system will give us the competence to bring the life-
changing knowledge of  God back into our culture and society.  We 

must learn to think as Christ would.  Anything and everything must 

be done in a consistently Christian way—in a manner that is shaped, 

directed and restrained by the truth of  God’s Word and God’s Spirit.  

This is why North Raleigh Christian Academy exists!  We are here to 

assist parents in the “training up in the nurture and admonition of  the 

Lord” godly young people.  We are here to provide an environment of  

“truth and righteousness” that propagates a biblical worldview.  We 

are impacting lives for eternity! 

  ~ Dr. Sherrill, NRCA Superintendent

“We must get 

back to following 

God’s directions 

on how to raise 

(educate) the 

next generation 

to be godly in 

Christ Jesus.”
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T
he first objective is to establish what we as Christian 
parents are trying to accomplish as we train our 

children. I want to invite you to examine a few of  the 

many passages to which the Holy Spirit has taken 

me over the years. My second objective is to respond 

to some of  the most frequently voiced objections to Christian 

schools. I hope to equip parents with clear explanations and 

responses to these challenges. At the outset, let me clearly state 

our number-one mandate: As a Christian parent, we are to lead 

our children to the Lord and guide them as they transition into 

adulthood with a Christian worldview.

As you turn to Deuteronomy 6, let me state again what I believe 

is our goal. When your son or daughter receives a diploma 

and leaves home—does he or she have a biblical worldview? 

I believe this is the task to which the Lord calls each parent—

will the days ahead as your child enters into adulthood reflect 
a lifestyle of  personal and professional choices that reflect a 
Christian worldview?

The Lord spoke through Moses as the time period of  desert 

wanderings were drawing to a close. We have this account 

in Deuteronomy, or the second giving of  the law, a refresher 

course on the covenant God had made with His people. What 

were the important concepts that needed to be repeated one 

more time before this new generation would enter into the 

Promised Land? What did the Lord want riveted to their minds 

and hearts before they became distracted by the wonders of  a 

land flowing with milk and honey?
Begin reading in verse 4 with the word “Hear” or “Shema” in 

Hebrew. This has become the Jewish confession of  faith, still 

recited daily by pious Jews.  “Hear, O Israel!  The LORD is 

our God, the LORD is one!  You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might. These words, which I am commanding you today, shall 

be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your sons 

and shall talk of  them when you sit in your house and when 

you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you 

rise up.” This adds up to be our mandate to teach our children 

24-7.  “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they 
shall be as frontals on your forehead.”  As you know, some Jews 

How Should I Educate 
My Children?

Note from the Superintendent, Dr. S. L. Sherrill
Below is a transcript of  a lecture given by one of  our Board of  Governors who is a professor at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.  He is 
addressing a very pertinent question for all Christian parents.  Let me encourage you to read this article in its entirety.  I believe you will have a greater 
understanding of  Kingdom education, be challenged by the biblical mandate to parents in the education of  their children, and understand why your 
children are at North Raleigh Christian Academy.

use leather pouches or phylacteries and tie them to the left arm 

and forehead – literally “frontals” between the eyes. “You shall 

write them on the doorposts of  your house [private] and on 

your gates [public].”  Some Jews take this literally and attach a 

mezuzah, a small wooden or metal container in which passages 

of  Scriptures are placed, to the doorframes of  their houses.

These verses establish clear biblical instructions for parents. 

We are charged with the serious responsibility of  passing on 

to the next generation our commitment to make God first 
place in our lives.  There is only one conclusion: Every dad is a 

homeschooling father! Every mom is a homeschooling mother! 

24-7! How will you respond to your biblical mandate? 

Martin Luther said on the subject of  education, “There is 

nothing which will more surely earn hell for a man than the 

improper training of  his children; and parents can perform no 

more damaging bit of  work than to neglect their offspring, to let 
them curse, swear, learn indecent words and songs, and permit 

them to live as they please. It is highly necessary that every 

married person regard the soul of  his child with greater concern 

than the flesh which has come from him, that he consider the 
child nothing less than a precious, eternal treasure, entrusted 

to his protection by God so that the devil, the world, and the 

flesh do not steal and destroy it. For the child will be required 
from the parent on Judgment Day in a very strict reckoning.”  

Regarding appropriate schools and universities, Luther wrote: 

“Where the Holy Scriptures do not rule, there I advise no one 

to send his son. Everyone not unceasingly busy with the Word 

of  God must become corrupt; that is why the people who are 

in the universities and who are trained there are the kind of  

people they are.... I greatly fear that the universities are wide 

gates of  hell if  they do not diligently teach the Holy Scriptures 

and impress them on youth.”

Alexis de Tocqueville, while considering our responsibility 

to pass the torch of  our faith to the next generation, said, “We 

therefore should not console ourselves by thinking that the 

barbarians are still a long way off. Some peoples may let the 
torch be snatched from their hands, but others stamp it out 

themselves.”



 —  Page 14  —  —  Page 15 —

Kingdom EducationKingdom Education

Doesn’t God expect Christian children to attend 

public school where He wants them to witness to 

unsaved classmates?

A frequently used analogy is the comparison of  training troops 

for war, an apt one in light of  the Apostle Paul’s admonition to 

prepare one’s self  for battle. What if  the United States would 

gather its best eighteen-year-olds together and send them to 
Russia to be trained for four years in the very best military 

schools in that nation? Could we then confidently commission 
them four years later to be U. S. Marines, soldiers who are ready 

to fight and die in accordance with their training? Such a plan is 
ludicrous! Aren’t Christian parents approaching the education 

of  their children in this way, however, when they send God’s 

soldiers for the 21st century to be taught in schools that have 

removed God’s Word and His standards?

If  you purchased a new computer and loaded only Excel and 

iTunes, would you be surprised when you could not use it for 

word processing? Why would an adult who has been saved 

for a number of  years and who believes he is called to the 

mission field take precious time to go to seminary rather than 
charging out into the field? What are they waiting for? Why 
delay? Of  course the answer is obvious—the future missionary 

needs training. But I have an idea, let’s take our five-year-olds, 
put them on a yellow school bus, and march them into alien 

territory!

1

2

If  we focus on the training of  our children and 

decide to remove them from secular schools, are we 

not abandoning the unsaved children left behind?

Absolutely not! We must approach this arena as we do any 

mission field. Certainly there are Christian teachers who have 
a special call to teach in public schools. I was one of  those 

who took seriously my opportunity to be salt and light for 

kids who were lost and hurting. I miss those kids! Many other 

adults use their God-given abilities to lead school clubs such as 
Fellowship of  Christian Athletes and Young Life. Some sponsor 

fifth-quarter get-togethers after ball games. I would encourage 
churches to hire a youth leader who has as his number one 

responsibility the outreach into secular schools. Many churches 

are involved with successful after-school tutoring programs. 
Southeastern College has established a very successful teacher 

education program and our graduates are immediately hired. 

Others have chosen to become active in the political arena in an 

effort to effect change in local schools. Special occasions should 
be set aside for the commissioning of  all those who serve Christ 

in this way. Christians must not abandon public schools! But I 

will not give them my children! God has entrusted them to me.

3

Aren’t Christians removing their children from 

reality?

Here’s why you take philosophy – to recognize an issue of  

metaphysics, what is real, which often leads to an issue of  

epistemology – how do you know what you know? When you 

reflect on God’s Word, have you ever thought, “This is reality.” 
This is truth and anything set against it is non-reality; but it 
is deception and falsehood. And how do we know this? Our 

source of  truth is His Word as established in the Person of  His 

Son: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

God’s truth and His instruction found in the Bible are the 

realities Christians must pursue. Anything that opposes these is 

deception. Satan beckoned Eve to experience a new perspective 

and gain new knowledge. We all see this as counterfeit and 

confront daily the consequences of  the sin of  Adam and Eve 

because they were deceived. Our children must grow in an 

environment that presents a Christian worldview of  God’s one 

and only reality. You notice that I didn’t say our view of  reality.

Dr. Allan Moseley has explored this challenge in his book, 

Thinking Against the Grain that explains “This modernist 

approach to moral law allows no transcendent principles. All that 

is left is human opinion. If  there are no transcendent principles, 

but only moral opinions, anyone who asserts that a particular 

moral system (e.g., the one found in the Bible) should be applied 
universally is hopelessly out of  date, ignorant as to the existence 

of  other systems, or pathologically dogmatic. Many Christians 

do not yet fully see this inescapable application because they 

have been educated in schools monopolized by the worldview 

of  naturalism and entertained through media monopolized by 

modernist presuppositions. Most Western Christians have been 

so saturated with these assumptions about reality that they know 

this worldview better than they know the Bible.”

As one Christian educator wrote: “The responsibility for 

educating children belongs to parents, who received them as 

a gift from God.” Psalm 127:3 (KJV) notes that “children are 
an heritage of  the LORD: and the fruit of  the womb is his 

reward.” The word heritage means “something inherited; an 

estate inherited from one’s father or ancestor.”

Jeremiah B. Jeter, a significant Baptist leader from the state 
of  Virginia during the 1800s, is noted for saying, “Education 
is another and a most efficient means of  supporting their 
principles, which Baptists should not neglect. The religious 

training of  children is the great business of  human life. They do 

not need to be baptized, or to have a quasi church membership; 

but they need to be carefully and thoroughly instructed in 

divine truth; and God has graciously provided for securing to 

them this benefit, not through an unmeaning ceremony, but 
by implanting in the parental heart an affection, which neither 
time nor toil can exhaust, nor ingratitude can repress for the 

instruction of  children in all that pertains to their welfare, in 

time and in eternity.”

Jeter also said, “Why should they be taught anything, if  they 

are not taught religion? The knowledge of  it is not instinctive, 

or does it come by chance? The apostolic direction to parents 

concerning their children is: ‘Bring them up in the nurture 

and admonition of  the Lord.’ A contemporary of  Jeter, C. H. 

Spurgeon, said, “Withdraw from a child the only divine rule of  

life, and the result will be most lamentable. An education purely 

secular is the handmaiden of  godless skeptics.”

However, there was a counter voice during the 1800s and it 
came from the man who is known as “The Father of  American 

Public Schools,” Horace Mann. “If  American taxpayers could 

provide education for every child in America, within a short 

period of  time the effect of  the public school system would 
empty all the jails and prisons in the country.  Let the home 

and church teach faith and values, and the school teach facts.” 

Thus began the active removal of  God’s influence in our public 
schools!

We must reframe the question for this discussion: Whom will 

you choose to partner with you in fulfilling your mandate?” 

Many Christians during the past two decades have been candid 

with me about their personal reservations regarding enrolling 

their children in a Christian school. Because the possibility of  

considering a Christ-centered education may be new or foreign 
to many believers, I have selected ten most frequently asked 

questions and the responses I have given over the years to people 

who ask, “Why should I have my child in a Christian 

school?” or “Why should I consider homeschooling?”

Our ultimate goal for our children must be for each one to 

view all of  life including all learning and decision making from 

the perspective of  God’s Word rather than a man-centered 
perspective taught in secular schools.

By Dr. Kenneth S. Coley
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Will my child have the opportunity to know and 

witness to non-Christians?

This can be approached in a number of  ways. First, few 

Christian schools would claim that every one of  their 

students is saved. Most will admit students who are unsaved 

or unchurched as long as they have a positive attitude. Beyond 

the interaction they have with their classmates, students have 

weekly opportunities to witness to others their own age at 

school athletic events with other schools, at church-sponsored 
events, at community recreational activities, as well as to kids in 

their own neighborhoods.  For those of  you who will be future 

leaders of  Christian schools I urge you to admit students who 

want to attend, but who may not have a close walk with the 

Lord. 

The following is a letter I received from a fifteen-year-old who 
had just been released from a de-tox unit where she was treated 
for alcoholism.  “Dear Mr. Coley, I wanted to thank you for 

everything you’ve given me. At my interview, the first time we 
met, I was almost positive that you wouldn’t accept me into 

your school because of  my past history. But I was wrong. Other 

schools would have turned me down for sure, thinking I would 

bring a bad name for them and influencing their kids.  At 
Montrose I’ve learned a lot of  things. I’ve learned about pride, 

honor, respect, and God. Those things I will carry on for the 

rest of  my life—and I thank you and all my teachers. I’m going 

to be proud to say I graduated from Montrose and that you 

were my principal. In the next three years that I go to Montrose 

I’m sure there will be many doors opening for me so I may 

learn more—and I can’t wait!  I just wanted to say thank you 

and I appreciate how you don’t look at kids past records even 

though they may be long and great. You have a great gift that 

God gave you.  God bless, Nicole.”  It was a great blessing to 

watch Nicole become an honor-roll student who had only one 
minor infraction during her first year.

6

If  public school was good enough for past generations, 

why is it not acceptable today?

This is perhaps at the core of  most people’s objections and 

easily the most volatile. Many parents and church leaders today 

look back to their high-school days with rich nostalgia and 
wonder why anyone would call into question the school systems 

which helped produce so many fond memories.   By the way, as 

I travel to different areas around the country, the presence of  
fond memories is not always the case. I attended a public high 

school in Wake County in North Carolina. Our head custodian 

was a bi-vocational pastor who preached to us and shared the 
Gospel on every occasion, especially if  he saw you smoking in 

the bathroom. Every Christmas, Pastor Andrew read to the 

entire student body about the birth of  Christ from one of  the 

Gospels over the high school public-address system. Andrew is 
no longer there, and that’s not the only thing that has changed! 

The Bible is out. My strong urging to every adult who has been 

gone longer than five years is to go back and investigate for 
himself/herself. If  you find your local schools to be a positive 
environment for a growing Christian teenager, then express 

thanks to the Lord and encourage them to continue. However, 

such is not the case for the vast majority of  the secular schools 

of  which I am aware. 

Each child is created by God in His own image (Genesis 1:27) 
and then given to parents, who are responsible to educate the 

child according to God’s Word. While parents may elect to use 

the assistance of  other people in educating their children, the 

responsibility clearly belongs to them – not to the government, 

the church, or the school. This means that parents are 

responsible to God for the educators they choose to assist them 

in the education process. Challenge people in your sphere of  

influence to think seriously about the impact an unbeliever can 
have on a young mind that is still developing.

Alvin Toffler, the author of  Future Shock, warns us, “All 
education springs from some image of  the future. If  the image 

of  the future, held by society, is inaccurate, its educational system 

will betray its youth.” If  we are not diligent, our children will 

be taught a Disney Land view of  their personal future—“there 

is good inside of  you—just listen to your heart.” Rather, let us 

listen to the Psalmist.  Psalm 19:7-11 declares, “The law of  the 
LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of  the LORD 

are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of  the 

LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of  

the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of  the 

LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of  the LORD 

are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than 

gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than 

honey from the comb. By them is your servant warned; in 

keeping them there is great reward.”  Colossians 1:18 states, 
“And he is the head of  the body, the church; he is the beginning 

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy.” So can you casually or cavalierly 

partner with professionals who don’t agree with reality or who 

may even be hostile to the Truth of  the Universe?   

4

Aren’t Christian schools like “hot houses,” 

sheltering kids from harsh or unpleasant 

experiences?

Many Christian school leaders simply point to the strong 

advantages of  a special plant raised in the nurturing environment 

of  a greenhouse. Such a setting provides the much-needed 
opportunity for the development of  a strong, unshakable root 

system to be established so that once the plant is placed in a 

hostile setting, it will be healthy enough to survive. Our children 

must have an opportunity to be firmly grounded in God’s Word.

There are numerous passages that emphasize this concept 

including Deuteronomy 6 discussed earlier. Proverbs 22:6 

instructs parents to “train children in the way they should 

go.” At one time, the Hebrew wording for “training” was 

understood to mean “touch the palate,” because of  a possible 

reference to mouth in the Hebrew phrase “according to.” 

This was thought to refer to the practice of  a Hebrew mother 

chewing bits of  food and placing it on the tongue of  her baby. 

As the baby was fed, he not only received nourishment, but 

he also developed appetites for foods that were good for him. 

In the same way, each of  us is to lead our children to develop 

godly appetites as they grow. More recent research in Hebrew 

scholarship and other contemporary languages in Solomon’s 

day have more accurately translated the first word as “start” 
and continue on “start a child in his natural bent.” Also, there is 

no word “should,” in the Hebrew text. That is to say, “Let him 

find his own way and even when he is old he will not leave it.” 
Though this is certainly a startling change from our previous 

understanding of  this verse, it vividly makes a powerful point 

– How we start training our young children is crucial in their 

development of  right attitudes toward things of  the Lord. As 

we commit ourselves to training the next generation for Christ, 

the Holy Spirit will bless our efforts to develop a Christian 
worldview in the minds and hearts of  the children God has 

entrusted to us. Psalms 1:1-6 states, “Blessed is the man who 
does not walk in the counsel of  the wicked or stand in the way 

of  sinners or sit in the seat of  mockers. But his delight is in the 

law of  the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of  water, which yields its 

fruit in season and whose leaf  does not wither. Whatever he 

does prospers. Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the 
wind blows away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 

judgment, or sinners in the assembly of  the righteous. For the 

LORD watches over the way of  the righteous, but the way of  

the wicked will perish.”
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Aren’t some students prevented from attending a 

Christian school because of  high tuition costs?

One approach is to challenge every church in the area to 

establish a scholarship fund. Each church would administer 

its own fund that could be used to support students in grades 

K- 12, homeschooling, college, and seminary. Imagine if  each 
church made a $1,000 scholarship available for a student who 

attends a Christian school.

We must create a new paradigm. ACSI tuition studies show 

on average, tuition generates 85% of  a school’s operational 
funding. Obviously, many struggle financially because of  this 
shortfall. Ken Smitherman, the President of  ACSI in Colorado 

Springs, expresses this warning: the cost of  school tuition is 

growing much more rapidly than the consumer price index. 

My wife and I agreed that we would downsize our home to the 

barest essentials in order to keep our children in a Christian 

school.

10

What Scripture supports the decision to send 

children to Christian schools?

Derek Keenan, Vice President of  ACSI, uses the phrase, 

“teaching our kids to swim beyond the buoys.” Isn’t that what 

we want in the final analysis? We must plan for our graduates of  
Christian schools to leave the confines of  our homes, churches, 
and schools prepared to meet the rough currents of  workplaces 

and the open hostility found on most college campuses.  

Warm their hearts and tutor their minds with God’s Word.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”  Luke 

2:52 states, “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 

with God and men.”  Luke 6:40 reveals, “A student is not above 

his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his 

teacher.” Could God’s Word be any clearer? With whom you 

partner will certainly have a powerful influence on your children. 
In light of  this I share this quote from Robert Fulgham he said, 

“Don’t worry that they never listen to you; worry that they are 

always watching you.”  Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Romans 12:2 reads, 

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of  this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of  your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing 

and perfect will.”  Colossians 2:8-9 declares, “See to it that no 
one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 

which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of  

this world rather than on Christ. For in Christ all the fullness 

of  the Deity lives in bodily form.” 2 Corinthians 10:5 says, 

“We demolish arguments and every pretention that sets itself  

up against the knowledge of  God, and we take captive every 

thought to make it obedient to Christ.”

In the first century, Hellenistic or Greek philosophy could be 
divided into several schools or traditions including the continued 

influence of  Plato and Aristotle (classical philosophy), also, the 
Skeptics who were descendants of  Plato’s Academy and their 

contemporary critics, the Stoics. Still another prominent school 

was the Epicureans, who regarded pleasure as the ultimate 

good. Today our children are confronted daily with the claims 

of  competing religious faiths, multiculturalism, witchcraft, as 

well as the seductive enticement of  materialism.

Let’s conclude where we began.  What does a Christian 

worldview look like? Do you know the game, capture the 

flag? You cross into your opponents’ territory in an effort to 
capture his flag while avoiding capture yourself. Though this 
analogy has its weaknesses, I believe this is a fitting metaphor 
for the Christian life and the training of  our next generation of  

warriors. Paul exhorts us... “Do not be taken captive.”  “Take 

every thought captive.”

“How should I educate my children?” We must exhort every 

parent to take seriously the biblical mandate to be a homeschool 

teacher. We must challenge the parents of  young children to 

start their training with a godly foundation. We must warn 

parents as they select who will partner with them to not allow 

their children’s heritage to be taken captive.

Will you fight for your children while you train them 
to be warriors for Christ? 

Kingdom EducationKingdom Education

7

Aren’t some Christian teenagers successful in public 

school?

I am reminded of  Daniel and his three friends standing firm in 
the face of  opposition in a hostile land. These young men were 

ready for the challenges to their faith. In much the same way 

Esther was confronted with the challenge of  standing against a 

culture that opposed her Lord. My response is, “If  your child 

is a Daniel or an Esther, then he or she may be ready if  he 

or she believes God is leading that way.” However, those kids 

are rare indeed. Each parent must consider the amount of  de-
programming that must occur if  children are confronted with 

non-biblical teaching.  Daniel 1:19-20 says, “The king talked 
with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. In 

every matter of  wisdom and understanding about which the 

king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all 

the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.” 

Will this be said of  the students in your household?  Consider 

this contemporary illustration. “At one point, Cassie Bernall 

claimed, ‘Mom, I can’t witness to the kids at Christian school. 

I could reach out to many more people if  I were in a public 

one.’ I’ve never doubted that she meant what she said—that her 

desire to witness to others was a genuine one.” And so she died 

a martyr’s death at Columbine High School.

However, there is good reason for many Christian leaders to 

be sounding an alarm for the godless and destructive activities 

that are present today. Consider the events leading to the case 

of  Fields vs. Palmdale School District in California. “Parents 

of  elementary age school children in the Palmdale Schools in 

California brought suit in the district court and alleged, that the 

school district violated their fundamental right “to control the 

upbringing of  their children by introducing them to matters 

of  and relating to sex in accordance with their personal and 

religious values and beliefs” by administering a psychological 

assessment questionnaire containing several questions that 

referred to subjects of  a sexual nature.”  The decision by the 

Ninth Circuit Court of  Appeals --- “Parents of  public school 
children are not possessed of  a constitutional right, either 

under the Substantive Due Process Clause or the related 

right to privacy, to restrict the public schools from providing 

information on the subject of  sex.”  A survey was conducted 

systemwide with elementary-aged children. Here are sample 
questions. Children were supposed to answer “Yes” or “No” to 

questions including these samples:

   8.   Touching my private parts too much 
 17.   Thinking about having sex 
 22.   Thinking about touching other people’s private parts 
 23.   Thinking about sex when I don’t want to 
 26.   Washing myself  because I feel dirty on the inside 
 34.   Not trusting people because they might want sex 
 40.   Getting scared or upset when I think about sex 
 44.   Having sex feelings in my body 
 47.   Can’t stop thinking about sex 
 54.   Getting upset when people talk about sex

The court concluded, “Thus the right of  the parents to control 

the upbringing of  their children by introducing them to matters 

of  and relating to sex in accordance with their personal and 

religious values and beliefs, the right to privacy here asserted, 

does not entitle them to prohibit public schools from providing 

students with information that the schools deem to be 

educationally appropriate.”

8

Can graduates of  Christian high schools gain 

acceptance into the college of  their choice?

The track record of  Christian school graduates is so well 

established that this is no longer a serious concern for most 

parents. My first response is to encourage parents to check with 
the admissions office of  any college or university in which they 
are interested. I have never heard a negative response from an 

admissions committee when asked about admitting graduates 

from Christian schools or home-schools. Another perspective 
is to remind ourselves of  Matt. 6:33 and be confident that 
God’s best awaits our children if  we teach them to put Him 

first. Matthew 6:33 states, “But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

My wife was the guidance counselor at our Christian school 

and was frequently asked about our school’s college acceptance 

reputation. Though our graduates had been successful at major 

universities and service academies, she would conclude the 

discussion with a question, “what does it profit a man if  he 
gained an Ivy League college but loses his soul?”
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Becoming a Knight
“Do not conform to the patten of the world, but  be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

Romans 12:2
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nvolved in righteousness

enerous to those in need

umble and give God the glory

ruthful in words and actions

ignifi cant for the 
Kingdom of  Heaven
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2017 Homecoming Court
Izzy Downs, 9th
Taylor Wester, 9th

Skylar Buckley, 10th
Alexa Gomez, 10th

Natalie Doebler, 11th 
Dawson Oliver, 11th

Cristina Arbelaez, 12th
Brittany Hayward, 12th
Lindsey Humphrey, 12th
Tiffany Pyritz, 12th
Brooke Wallace, 12th
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